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FRI E N PD, 


HOU mayſt know, that in this 
Part of the World callled Chr:/- 
tendom, the Name Chri/tian is very fa— 
mous, and that there are few therein 
but defire to be called by that Name; 


and a high and great Profeſſion of Chrif- 


ianity abounds amongſt the divers Sects 
therein, all coveting the Name of Chr:/- 


tian; but the Chriſtian Life, the Nature 


of Chriſtianity, the Fruits and Effects 
of the Holy Spirit are much wanting; 


and the contrary much abounds, where- 
by an evil Savour is ſent forth to the 


Nations round about, called Heathens 
and Infidels : For there is fcarce any Sort 
of Wickedneſs to be found upon the 
Face of the whole Earth, which is not 
F done and committed in this Part of 


A 3 the 


To the RE A D E R. 

the World, called Chriſtendom, where- 
by the Jews and Heathen, inſtead of 

being converted, are ſtrengthened and 
confirmed in their Infidehty, Ignorance, 
Blindneſs, and Tdolatry : For, where this 
Nominal or Titular Chriſtian hath pre- 
vailed, as among the Americans, he 
hath ſent forth ſuch a Stink and ill 
Savour, by his abominable inhuman 
Practices, that the Name of Chriſt is 
blaſphemed, and the Chri/tian Religion 
hated, by many that have heard the 
Fame and Report thereof. 

Had the Life of Chriſt, and the 
Nature of Chri/tianity, been known and 
lived in by all that profeſs the Name, 
Chriftendom had been as a fruitful 

Field, as. a pleaſant Garden incloſed, as 
a Vineyard walled about full of Trees 
of Righteouſneſs, and Plants of God's own + 
Right-hand planting ; and the Tree of | 
Life would have flouriſhed among them 
in the midſt thereof; ; and the. Leaves | 
of the ſame would have. healed | the | 

Nations round about; it would have | 
been as a City ſet upon an Hill, which 
andes be hid; and as a Lamp: that 
| 8 burneth, . 
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burneth, being fed with ſweet Oil; as a 
glorious Light that ſhineth; and many 
Z - would have fled unto it, as unto a City of 
Refuge, and have walked in the Light 
thereof, have ſeen and beheld their good 
Works, and have glorified their Father 
which 1s in Heaven ; they would have 
lain down as a Flock of harmleſs Lambs 
together, ſolacing themſelves in the 
green Paſtures of Life and Salvation, in 
the low Valley, and a-top of that Holy 


Mountain, where no Deſtrover- is, nor 


none can make afraid; Where the Liam Its. 17. 
eats Straw hike the Ox, and where the“ 


ſucking Child plays on the Hole of the 
Aſp, and the weaned Child: puts bis Hand 
on the Cockatrice's, Den without Hurt. 
The Earth would have, been full of the 
Knowledge of the Lord, as the Waters 
cover the Sea: And this Song would 
have been in Chriffendom, as in the Land 


of Judah, We have. 2 ftrong City 1 Sol. 3 
8 vation 2011] GO anpoint for Valle and Iz, 2» 


Bulwarks : The Gates thereof would 
have been open to them, as! a:;righteous 
Nation, that keepeth the Truth, that 
they might have entered in, and dwelt 
ir ſaſely ; 
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ſafely; this would have been the State 
of Chriſtendom. 

But, alas! alas! the quite contrary 
appears. Inſtead of being as a /ruzful/ 
Field, as a pleaſant Garden incloſed, and 
as a Vineyard planted and walled about, 
bearing Fruit unto God, and flouriſh- 
ing with Trees and Plants of his own 
Right - hand planting ; it is like a de- 
fert, howling Wilderneſs, full of Briars 
and Thorns, and hurtful Weeds, where- 
by the good Seed that was ſown is 
choaked, and the noble Plant degene- 
rated, and become the Plant of a ſtrange 
Vine, which brings forth the ſour Grapes, 
which makes the Wine of Sodom, which 
fills the Whore's Cup, whereby Nations 
are made drunk. 

And inſtead of being like a Flock of 
harmleſs Lambs, lying down together 
in Love and Unity, feeding in the green 
Paſtures of Lite and Salvation, in the 
low Valley, and a- top of the Holy 


Mountain, where no Deſtroyer is, they 


are like unto a Herd of Swine, that is 


poſſeſſed, and runs violently into the Sea, 
or that walloweth in the Mire; and 
| like 
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like the Wolf, Bear, Lion, Aſp, and 
Z Cockatrice, which the /:77/e Child hath 
| not Power over; but their devouring 
and poiſonous Nature remains, which 
makes them prey one upon another, bite 
1 and devour one another, hate and murder 
one another, even under the Profeſſion 
and Name of Chriſt and Chriſtianity : So 
$ inſtead of being as a City, whoſe Walls 


ON 


are Salvation, and as the heavenly Feru- 


alem, they are like Sodom, Gomorrab, 
and Babylon : Inſtead of being like a 
Lamp that burneth, being fed with ſweet 


Oil, and a Light that ſhineth, they are 


like a Lamp that is gone out, and a Can- 
dle under a Bed or Buſhel, which gives 


no Light to others: Inſtead of the 


3 Meekneſs, Love, Brotherly-kindneſs, Gen- 
tleneſs, Patience, Long ſuffermg, For- 
giveneſe, Innocency, Goodneſs, Harmleſneſs, 


Righteouſneſs, and Heavenly-mindedneſs of 


Jeſuis, which he and his Followers were 
and are indued withal, the quite con- 
trary abounds; and yet a Profeſſion of 
Jeſus in Words is not wanting in theſe 
Nations called Chriſtendom; ſo that 
I/aiah's Viſion, Sight, or r Prophecy, is 
be fulfilled 
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Ia. 3. fulfilled therein; The Shew of their Coun- 
tenance doth witneſs againſt them, and they 
declare their Sin as Sodom, they hide it 
not: Wo unto their Souls, for they have © 
rewarded Evil unto themſelves : Children 
are their Oppreſſors, and Women rule over © 
them: Oh my People ! they which lead © 
thee, cauſe thee to err, and deſtroy the 
Way of thy Paths. 
In this Day alſo this Prophecy is 
ia. 4. 1. fulfilled in Chriftendom, Seven Women 
ſhall take hold of one Man, faying, We will 
eat our own Bread, and wear our own 
Apparel, only let us be called by thy Name, 
to take away our Reproach. Thele ſeven 
Women are, or may fitly be compared 
to the perfect full Number of all the 
Titular Chriſtians of all the divers Secs 
and Opinions in Chri/tendom, who pro- 
feſs the Name of Chriſt, and call Chriſt 
their Huſhand, but play the Harlot with 
other Lovers, eat their own Bread, which 
is the forbidden Fruit, and the old ga- 
thered Manna, and wear their own Ap- 
parel, which they have ſewed together 
with their own Hands, and formed 
by their own Inventions, to cover their 
138 Nakedneſs 
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Nakedneſs in Tranſgreſſion: But the 
Lord God, whom they have tranſgreſſed 
| ey is come down to walk in his 
Garden; and he finds it over - grown 
with Weeds, Thorns, Briars, and Thiſ- 
tles; but neither the Weeds, Trees, nor 
ZFig-tree Leaves of Profeſſion, though 
ſewed together, and made like a Gar- 
ment of Modeſty and Righteouſneſs, 
can hide from his all- ſeeing Eye; the 
Word Adam, Where art thou? is ſound- 
Zed forth, and he and all his Works 
Fare found out, the hidden Things of 
Hau are ſought out, and the Earth can 
Ino longer cover her Slain : But the Blood 
Jof righteous Abel cries, and the Souls 
Funder the Altar cry, How long Lord, 
Soo long will it be ere thou avenge thyſelf ' 
Yor them that dwell on the Earth, ard yet 
Profe thy Name and thy Son's Name, 
and ſay, Thus ſaith the Lord, when they 
Vave not heard thy Voice, nor ſeen thy 
Shape, nor known thy wondrous Works in 
the Deep, nor regarded the Operation of 
3:by Hand? 
Becauſe of theſe Things the Cry of 


the Righteous hath been unto the Lord 
in 


To the READER. 
in all Ages, and is now in this Age, 
even becauſe of the Hatred and Bloodi- 
neſs of Cain about Religion and Wor- 
ſhip, and becauſe of the Envy of Eſau 
about the Bleſſing ; and becauſe the 
great Whore, who fits upon the Waters, 
and rides upon the Beaſt, and calls her- 
ſelf the Lamb's Wife, and holds forth 
her Golden Cup, full of Abominations, 
with which the Nations, even thoſe 
called Chritendom, are made drunk, hath 
ſo far prevailed. 

And becauſe the Waters on which 
the Whore ſitteth, which are Nations, 
Tongues and People; and the Beaſt on 
whom ſhe rides, takes her Golden Cup 
for the Cup of Bleſſing, and for the 
Gold that is tried in the Fire; and the 
Winepf Fornication, for the New Wine 
of the Kingdom. 

And becauſe this great Whore 3 is taken 
for the Bride, the Lamb's Wife ; the 
Harlot for the Spouſe of Chriſt; the 
Titular Chriſtian for the True; finally, 
becauſe Light is called Darkneſs, and 
Darkneſs Light ; | Good Evil, and Evil 
Good ; 1 1 5 


1 fay, 


I ſay, becauſe of 
theſe Things the 
Cry and Breathing 
of the Souls of the 
# Righteous are unto 
the Lord, that he 
would take away 
the Veil that is 
F ſpread over the 
Hearts of all Peo- 
ple by Tranſgreſ- 
ſion, and open the 
blind Eye, and un- 
Iſtop the deaf Ear, 


that his Glory may 


be ſeen, and his 
Voice heard, and 
the two great My- 
ſteries of Godlineſs 
and Iniquity reveal- 


ed. 


This 
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This made Jeremy 
wiſh his Head | were 
Waters, and his Eyes 
a Fountain of Tears, 
that he might weep Day 


and Night for the Slain 


of the Daughter of his 
Feople, Jer. 9. 1% 2. 
made Chriſk to 
weep over Jeruſalem, 
and Paul to wiſh him- 


ſelf ſeparate from Chriſt 
for his Brethren's Sake, 


This made the Prophets, 
Apoſtles and Miniſters, 
willing to ſpend ond be 


ſpent, and to run to 


and fro, that Know- 
ledge might be increaſ- 
ed, and People unde- 
ceived. 


And that People may come to look 
upon him whom they have pierced, 
and mourn over him, even him whom 


they 


have kiſſed with their Lips, but 


betrayed in their Hearts, and ſo come 


to that godly Sor 


row which leadeth 


to 
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to Repentance, and a Turning unto him, 
who redeemeth from all theſe Things, 
and bringeth into Favour with God 
again, and giveth Right to eat of the 
Tree of Life, and to enter through the 
Gate into the City, even the heavenly 
Feruſalem, which, that all may partake 
of and inherit, is the Deſire of the True 
Chri/tian, who hath received the Goſpel 
of Peace and Good-will to all Men; the - 
which, that thou mayeſt attain unto, take 
the Counſel of one who was a Child of 
Wrath as well as others, and once hved 
in the Nature of Cain and Hſau, and 
was one of them on whom the Whore 
fate, and was deceived by her Golden 
Cup, and drank of the Wine of her 
Fornication; and once took the Whore 
for the Lamb's Wife, the Harlot for the 
true Woman, Babylon for Feruſalem, 
Antichriſt for Chriſt, the Titular Chrij- 
tian for the True; but now. knoweth 
that the Son of God is come, and a good 
Underſtanding given, whereby he know- 


eth him that is true, and is in him that is 


true; and hath received Wiſdom to trace 
tbe Eagle in the Air, and the Serpent on | 
; the © 
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the Rock, and the adulterous Woman, who 


- eateth the Forbidden Fruit, and wipeth 
her Mouth, and faith, She hath done none 


f Evil; and is now acquainted with the 


Wiles and myſterious Workings of him, 
XZ who is more ſubtle than all the Beaſts of 
the Field; and is come to the Rending 
of the Veil, and the taking off the 
Covering, and to the falling of the Scales 
from his Eyes, and to the Revelation of 
the two great Myſteries of Godlineſs and 
Iniquity; I ſay unto thee, whoſoever 
thou art, that readeſt theſe Words, and 
knoweſt not the ſame, Turn thy Mind 
mward ; commune with thy own Heart, 
and be flill ; ſtand in Awe, and fin not; 

fear to offend that Holy Spirit which \ſearch- 
eth thy Heart; and love the Reproofs there- 
of, for it 1s the W ay of Life; and wait low- 
in the fame, until that Eye be opened in 
thee that can ſee God's Salvation, that he 
hath appointed unto the Ends of the Earth; 
then wilt thou rejoice therein. Ceaſe from 
Man, whoſe Breath is in his Noſtrils, 
and ſpeaks the ſtudied Inventions of his 
own corrupt Heart, and the Traditions | 
of his Forefathers ; and yet faith, Thus 
a 2 faith 


| 


faith the Lord, when he hath not ſpoken 
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unto him: The liſtening and hearkening to 
this, and following of this in the particular 
and in the general, is the univerſal Ground 
and Root from whence ſpring all the Di- 
ver/ities of Sets and erroneous Opinions 
upon the Face of the Earth; and from 
this ariſeth all the Willing and Run- 
ning, Self- Righteouſneſs, Will - Wor- 


ſhip, voluntary Humility, and Intruſion 


Into Things which are not ſeen in the 
Viſion of God, but being vainly puffed 
up in a fleſhly Mind. Now this thou 
art to ceaſe from in thy own Particular ; 
for thou wert not created to follow thy 
own Thoughts, Conceivings and Imagi- 
nations, nor the Motions of the Fleſh, 
nor Enticements of the Serpent; but 
another Guide is appointed for thee, 
which all that are ignorant of, go aſtray 
from their Youth. 
Nov, this Guide is not far off, that 
thou needeſt ſay, Who ſhall aſcend, or 
deſcend, or go beyond the Seas to fetch it; 
but it is nigh thee, in thy Mouth and 
in thy Heart, that thou mayeſt hear it, 
and obey it, and be guided by it. 

| And 
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And that thou mayeſt know its Voice, 
and Teaching, and Guidance from all 
Z other Voices and Teachings, I will in a 
few Words ſet before thee an infallible 
Way, and ſhew thee certain Marks and 
Tokens thereof; for it is known by its 
Work and Operation. 

Firſt, If thou art, as all are before the 
New Creation is known, without Form, 
and void, Darkneſs being over the Face 
of the Deep ; if thou art as the Waters, 


or one covered with Darkneſs ; yet the £Þ 


Spirit of God moveth upon the Waters, 
and 1s ready to work in thee, and to 
form thee into a Comelineſs : And the 
true Light ſhines in thee, though thou 
art Darkneſs, in order to ſhew thee the 
Way out of it: And thou mayeſt know 
this Holy Spirit that moveth upon the 
Waters, and the Voice of it from thy 
own Spirit, Thoughts and Imaginations, 
and from the Voice of the Serpent, be- 
cauſe it always moveth againſt every Ap- 
pearance of Evil, and calls out of it; 
ſheweth thee the very ſecret Thoughts 
and Intents of thy Heart, reproveth and 
Judgeth every vain Thought and wicked 

ES 
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Imagination ; and when thou goeſt be- 
fore, it, and walkeſt in the Paths of 
Darkneſs, Sin and Diſobedience, thou 
mayeſt hear it as a Voice behind thee, 
reproving thee, ſaying, This rs the Way, 
walk in it, This Holy Guide conſents 
to no Evil thou doeſt ; but is given of 
God to lead thee out of it, and to bring 
thee to him that ſaves from it. This is 
A the great Ordinance of God, and the Means 

of eee that he hath appointed; the 
which, if thou ſlight and diſregard, thou 
wilt remain without Form, void and 
empty. of the Heavenly Treaſures, and 
never be able to ſay in Truth as the 
Primitive Chriſtians did, and the True 
Chrijiians now can, viz. God, who com- 
manded Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, 
hath ſhined in our Hearts, to give us the 
Light of the Knowledge of the Glory of 
God in the Face of Feſus Chriſt ; and fo 
wilt continue ignorant of the New Cre- 
ation of God, and of the experimental 
Work of Regeneration. Profeſs what 
thou wilt, and live under what other 
| Ordinances and Means thou wilt, and 
BH hear what other Teachers thou wilt, and 
: follow 
| 
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follow what other Guides thou wilt ; if 


: thou learneſt not of the Grace of God 


within, which hath appeared to thee 
and all-Men, if thou walkeſt not in the 
Light which ſhines within, and art not 
guided by the good Spirit of God, which 
was the Saints Guide in all Ages, thy Pro- 
17 ion is vain, and thy Religion a Lie, 
and thou decerveſt thy own Soul ; ; in Sin 
thou liveſt, and in Sin thou wilt die, and 
where Chriſt is, thou canſt not come. This 
is the Experience of him that hath tried 
the Traditions of Men, the Teachings 
and Inventions of Men, Books, and ſtu- 
died Sermons, and carnal Ordinances; 
and hath found them not able to lead one 
Step in the narrow Way, or give perfect 
Victory over one Sin; neither is all the 
Wiſdom, Underſtanding, Prudence, and 
Knowledge, among all the Children of 
Men, that are Strangers to the New 
Creation and Work of Regeneration, 
wrought by the Spirit of God within 


themſelves, able to direct or bring any 


ſo much as to the Gate or Entrance of 
true Wiſdom „Life, and Immortality; but 
rather 
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rather hedgeth up the Way, and leadeth 
more and more aſtray from it. 

This is the Wiſdom and Knowledge 
which the Righteous in former Ages 
teſtified againſt, which is of this World 
fleſhly and fooliſh, earthly and ſenſual 3 
and whoever increaſeth in it, increaſeth 
in that which brings Sorrow, for, as the. 

Fool, ſo dieth the wiſe Man; and 
+ whoſoever ſets himſelf up in this Wiſ- 
dom, as a Teacher of the Ignorant, 
and as a Guide to the Blind, though 
allowed by the Univerſities, or general 

Schools, he runs before he is ſent, and 
doth not profit the People at all ; but is 
as the Blind which leadeth the Blind, 
and they both fall into the Ditch toge- 
ther, out of which there is no Redemp- 
tion, but by the Knowledge of the effec- 
tual Working of the Holy Spirit in thee, 
to open thy Eye, that thou mayeſt fee 

Where thou art, and beget a Defire in 
| thee, and a Cry in thee for Deliverance, 
and miniſter Strength unto thee, and 
to pull thy Feet out of the Mire and 

Clay, and to ſet them upon a Rock; 
and be as a Light unto thee, to guide 

thee 
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Ithee in thy Way, that thou ſtumble 
Inot again: All which I teſtify, he is 
ready and willing to do for thee, and 
all that love his Appearance: And zho/e 
Worly love his Appearance, that love the 
Spirit of Truth in them, and believe in it, 
and receive it, which repreveth them of 
Wn, of Righteoufneſs, and of Fudgment; 
Wand this is an infallible Proof, that 
*eople love this Spirit, believe in it, and 
receive it, when they walk in it, obey 
It, and bring forth the Fruits of it, are 
led by it out of Sin, and that Righteouſ- 
neſs and Judgment, which it did reprove 
hem of, while they lived therein; and 
re led by it into that Holineſs and 
verlaſting Righteouſneſs, through true 
Judgment, which is the white Raiment, 
Wine Linen, and Cloathing of the True 
Chriſtian, who is come to know the 
Flame Holy Spirit of Truth, which once 
convinced, reproved, and judged him for 
Sin and Ungodlineſs, to make him free 
from it, and become his Comforter and 
Leader into all Truth, according to the 
Promiſe of Chriſt Jeſus: John 16. the 
which to poſleſs and enjoy, is the End, 
: Sum, 
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Sum, and Subſtance of the CHriſtian Reli- 
gion, and the End of all Hearing, Read- 
ing, Preaching, and Believing. And | 
that thou mayeſt know whether thou art 
a Poſſeflor hereof, or whether thou only | 
talkeſt of it, and profeſſeſt it, I in the | 
Bowels of Love intreat and beſeech thee * 
ſeriouſly to weigh, read, and conſider 
what follows, as the Faith and Experi- 
ence of a True Chriſtian, which is written 
in True Love and Good-will to all that 
have the Veil over their Hearts, and the 
Scales before their Eyes, when they are | 
reading the Holy Scriptures, and profeſ- | 
fing God, Chriſt, and Chriſtianity, and 
the Doctrines thereof, which are but 
briefly hinted at or ſpoken to in few | 
Words, in what follows. e 
And whether thou art a bare Profeſ- 
for, or a real Poſſeſſor, thou mayeſt reap 


Profit hereby; if the one, thou art in- 


vited to inherit Subſtance ; if the other, 
thou art exhorted and warned to beware, 
left thou loſe thy Inheritance again. 8 
fo the Light, Grace, and Holy Spirit of 
God in thee, be thou Profeſſor or Prophane, 
Ido commend thee, with it to read, and 

with 
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Woith it to judge, and by it to be taught 
ud guided into a good Underſtanding, and 
Mito the true Knowledge of the two great 
Myſteries of Godlineſs and Iniquity. 
And that thou mayeſt truly underſtand 
nd receive the one, and diſcover aud 
: void the other, is the Deſire of him 
ho is a Lover of the Chri/tian Religion, 
nd of all that walk therein, and hath 
BG ood-will to all Men. 
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} avs CurisTIans FAITH 
AND 
E K T ER R IR N A 
BRIEFLY DECLARED 
Concerning GOD, CHRIST, the SPIRIT, 
the Holy SCRIPTURES, the GospEl, and 
the DocTRiNnEs thereof. 


I. Concerning Gop, 


) omnipreſent i in 
Being, incomprehen- 
& {ible and almighty in 
Power : And he de- 


monſtrateth his Faith 
and Experience after 
this Manner; he has 
received a Manifeſta- 
tion of him in his 

B own 


HE True Chriſtian believes chant is One 
God, who is a Spirit, pure in ANA 


| God is infinite and in- 
comprehenſible in himſelf ; 
and all the Words of Men 
and Angels cannot define 
him as 4 is, being in all, 
through all, and above 
all. And the various 


Names given him through- 


out the Holy Scriptures, 
were according to the 
| Mani- 


Manifeſtation or Appear- 
ance and Operation of his 
Spirit in their Hearts that 
wrote them, and accord- 
ing to the State it found 
them in, when 1t appear- 
ed to them, hence he was 
called a conſuming Fire; 


Our Gd is a conſuming. P 
_ cauſe he findeth his 


Fire ; and his Words as a 
Hammer, and as a Fire, 
and a jealous and angry 


God, who as a devouring | 


Fire goes through the 
Briars and Thorns, 
conſumes them; and the 
Day of his Appearance 
among theſe Briars and 
Thorns, Thiſtles and Stub- 
ble, is compared to the 
burning .of Fire in. an 
Oven, in which the Wick- 
ed cannot dwell, And 
others could call him by 
quite contrary Names, 
even according to the 
Operation; of his Spirit in 


ahem $1 and, ; by | the ſame 


could fay, that God is 
Love, and his Word was 
as Milk, and ſweeter than 
Honey or the Honey- 

comb; that the Light of 
his Countenance was bet- 
ter than the Increaſe of 


Corn, Wine, and Oil; | 


that he was. a Shield, and 
a Shadow of a Rock in a 
weary Land; his Name 
as 'a ſtrong Tower, and 
N ſafe 


and 
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own Mind ; and ſo is 
come to know him 
pure, and omnipre- 
ſent by his Work and 
Operation therein; he 
can ſay, that God is 
ure of a Truth, be- 


Appearance ſo pure 
and holy in his Heart, 
that it will not allow 
nor ſuffer ſo much as 
a vain Thought to 
lodge there, nor any 
unclean Thing to be 
touched. And this 
true Chriſtian is a true 
Witneſs of the Truth 


of - thoſe Scriptures, 


Tia. i. i. ei. 


10. and 15. 19, which 


ſaith, that God is of 
purer Eyes than to be- 
hold Iniquity; and that 
he fearcheth the Heart 
and trieth the Reins, 
and divideth betwixt 
the Precious and the 
Vile, betwixt Thought 
and Thought, Word - 
and Word, Work and 
Work, And further, 

f he 


1 


W he is a true Witneſs, 
that God is almighty 


in Power, becauſe he 
FX hath by his mighty 
Power broken down 


thoſe ſtrong Holds, 
formerly built 77 his 
Heart by the Enemy 
of his Soul; caſt down 
Imaginations, and every 
high Thing, that ex- 
alteth itſelf againſt the 
Knowledge of God ; 
bringing into Captivity 
every Thought to the 
Obedience of Chriſt. 
And he knoweth the 
dark Mountains, at 


which his Feet ſtum- thole that are made free 


bled, removed, and 
the Rocks rent, and 
the raging Waves ſtill- 
ed, and that Tongue 
and Nature bridled, 


which no Man could 


tame. But before this 


be witneſſed, he hath known 
a Refiner's Fire, and as Fullers Sope, and as Mal. 4, 


ſafe Dwelling-place, and as 
precious Ointment poured 
forth; his Face or Pre- 
ſence, Glory and Power, 
which is terrible to the 
Worker of Iniquity, is 
pleaſant and deſirable by 
thoſe that witneſs Son's 
Redemption by the Spirit 
of Judgment and Burning; 
theſe Things are known 
now, as in former Ages. 
The ſame Ark, whoſe Pre- 
ſence troubled and plagued 
the Philiſtines, was the 
Glory of 1/rael ; the ſame 
Hand and Power that 
ſmites and deſtroyeth the 
Egypiians, ſaves and de- 
livers the I/rachizes 5 the 
ſame Spirit of Truth that 
reproveth the World of 
Sin, is the Comforter of 


by it from Sin; the ſame 
Breath that breathed Life 


in the Beginning, before 


Sin entered, kindleth the 
Fire that tormenteth the 
Wicked. He that can un- 
derſtand, let him 


him to ſit as 


@ Spirit of Fudgment and Burning: And ſo s. 
became a living Witneſs of what he hath-ſeen, 
felt, heard, and underſtood, by the mighty 
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Working 


EW 
Working of his Holy Spirit in his mortal 
Body. | 


The Titular Chriſtian ſaith, he believeth in 
one God, who is Pure, Omnipreſent, and Al-. 
mighty, take his Word, and there is no Dif-. 
ference. But how doth he demonſtrate his 


Faith, that to him there is but one God ? Why 


he hath heard a Relation of him, his Oneneſs, $ 
his Purity and Almightineſs in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and he hath been educated and trained 


up in the Traditions of his Fore-fathers, and 
ſo the Knowledge of God he profeſſeth is ac- 
quired therefrom ; he hath read in ſome Book, 
or ſomebody hath told him, that God is One, 
Pure, Omnipreſent, and Almighty, and he 
grounds his Faith and Knowledge upon this 
'Tradition and Hiſtory, and profeſſeth God 
and his Attributes in Words, but is not a 
living Witneſs of the ſame within himſelf : 
And fo, notwithſtanding he profeſſeth one 
God, he liveth in the World which hath many 
Gods, and worſhips and falls down before 
them ; every beloved Luſt, obeyed, is a God. 
Let the Titular Chriſtian profeſs what he will, 
he that committeth Sin 1s the Servant of it, 
and therein 1s no true Believer, Worſhipper, 
nor Knower of the true God, his Purity, nor 
Almightineſs, becauſe his Heart remaineth 
corrupt and rocky, the Mountains of Dark- 
neſs and Tgnorance remain unremoved, and 


the 


E. 
= 1 
1 
| « 
Y . 
- 
* 
* 1 
= - 


2 
R 
*. 
+ 
W 
3 
we 
1 7 
"* I 5 
1 
_ 
3% i 
_— 
= 


4 

iN 

14 
A 

9 
f 


* 
7 


E 


the ſtrong Holds of Satan unbroken down, 
his Thoughts and Imaginations unſubjected to 
the Obedience of Chriſt, his Will, Tongue, and 
Nature unbridled, the Droſs, Tin, and Rub- 


in 
1. Wbiſh remains, and is as a Grave to the pure 
f. Meal; this Titular Chriſtian contents himſelf 


to hear or read of God as a Refiner's Fire, 
and as Fuller's Sope, and as a Spirit of Judg- 
„ ment and Burning, and of his cleanſing and. 
- W purifying ſome in former Generations, but. 
loves not, nor cares not to know him ſo in 
| & himſelf; but rather deſpiſeth and hateth his 
pure Appearance i in him, whoſe firſt Work is 
to convince him of Sin, Righteouſneſs, and 
Judgment, which is compared to a little Sil- 
ver among much Droſs, a little Seed amongſt. 
many great ones, and to a little Leaven hid in 
three Meaſures of Meal; which Silver cannot 
be parted, ſeparated and enjoyed, but by the 
Appearance of God within, as a Refiner's 
Fire to purge away the Droſs, and take away 
the Tin alſo, which is ſomewhat like the Sil- 
ver, whereby indeed the Tiiular Chriſtian is 
deceived; neither can the little Seed gro- 
up till the Rubbiſh be taken away, and: the 
Ground that is curſed, remoyed, and the: 
Heart made honeſt, which is the good Ground, 
wherein the Seed of the Kingdom grows to- 
Perfection; neither can the little Leaven work. 
through and leaven the three Meaſures of 


Meal, till that be taken away which lets: 
B 3 and 
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and hinders, viz. Unbelief and Hardneſs fl 


Heart : Now this Day of ſmall Things, this 1 
Day of Jacob's Troubles, wherein he goes q 
through the Refiner's Fire, this little Seed, 
this little Leaven is overlooked, deſpiſed and Y 


ſighted by the Tytular Chriſtian, who in his 


own Conceit is exalted and puffed up above 
the pure Appearance of God in his Heart; 
which to know and obey 1s the Gate of all. | FE 
true Wiſdom and Knowledge; and is grown 
lo tall, great and wiſe in his own Thoughts 
and Imaginations, that he cannot walk in the 
{traight Way, nor go in at the Door of the 
Sheepfold, but would climb up ſome other 
Way, and ſo contents himſelf with a tradi- 
tional hiſtorical Profeſſion of God in Words, 
and denies him in Works : And all the Know- 
ledge and Experience he hath of God, his 
Purity, Oneneſs and Almightineſs, is but as 


ſomebody hath told him, or as he hath, in 


an unſanctified and unprepared Heart, read in 
the Holy Scriptures, which Knowledge avails 
nothing, except accompanied with a /ving Ex- 
Perience of the ſame Power, working after the 


fame Manner as it did in others in Times paſt, 


who have left their Teſtimonies thereof upon 
Record, | 


II. The 
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) A J. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Experience 
| concerning the LoRD JESUS CHRIST. 


HE True Chriſtian believes in one Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt, who came from the Bofom 

of the Father, who i is the Son of the true 

God, by whom he made the World; and 

that this Lord Jeſus Chrift 1s his Saviour, Re- 
deemer, Sanctifier, and Cleanſer, by his pre- 

cious Blood, and is to him as a King, Prieſt, 

and Prophet. And he demonſtrateth his 
Faith in this Manner; in being obedient to 
him as he is Lord, in being ſaved by him 
from Sin, as he is Jeſus, and by his learning 

Jof him, and being taught by him, as he is 
Ichriſt, or the Anointing : So he can call him 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
having truly learned his Name and Nature, 

© through Obedience to his Croſs, and a Clean- 
ſing by his precious Blood; and ſo he not 
only reads, hears, and profeſſes the Benefits 
and Privileges which the primitive Chriſtians 

F partook of and enjoyed, by believing in and 
receiving Chriſt ; but experimentally parta- 
keth of, poſſeſſeth, and enjoyeth the ſame ; 

And the Spirit of God beareth Witneſs with his 7 b. 
Spirit, that be is a Child of God, and a joint 
Heir with Chriſt, Bone of his Bone, and Fleſh 


of 


from falling into Evil and Temptation; and! 


True Chriſtian call Chriſt the Captain of his 
Salvation, who being armed with his Power, 
fights as he did, and followeth him, and fits | 


and following of Chriſt ; and that he believeth | ; 


and abides not in Death and Darknefs, but 
hath overcome the wicked One; and that he 


is his Lord, becauſe he doth the Thing he 


— 


1 - 1 
of his Fleſh; and that he hath the Mind of 1 
Chriſt; that Chriſt lives in him, and is greater A 
in him than be that is in the World : And as the 
old Adverſary the Devil is ſtrong and power- 
ful to tempt, and ready to draw and Alure N 
into Evil; ſo he knoweth his Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt as near, and as ready, and more 
powerful to deliver, ſave and preſerve bim 


4 
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he is not only enabled to reſiſt the Devil, but | 
to make him flee alſo: Thus in Truth can the 


down in heavenly Places with him, triumph- | 
ing over Sin, Death, Hell, and the Grave: So 


the True Chriſtian proveth himſelf ſuch, by 
denying himſelf, and taking up his Croſs daily, | 


in him, becauſe he enjoyeth everlaſting Lite, | 


faith or commandeth ; and that he loveth 


him, becauſe he keepeth his Commandments ; 


and hath received Power to become a Son of | 
God; and further, hath a Name better than 


the Name of Sons and Daughters. 


The Titular Chrifion faith, he believeth in 


one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of the true 


God, by whom he made the World, and that 
this. 


1 
Inis Lord Jeſus Chriſt is his Saviour, Redeem- 


| r, and Sanctifier, by his precious Blood, and 
Profeſſeth him as King, Prieſt, and Prophet, 
| 1 ind in all his Attributes and Offices. — But 


how doth he demonſtrate and ſhew forth his 
Belief and Profeſſion ? How is he his Lord ? 
Pooth he do the Thing he ſaith ? How is he 
im nis Saviour? Is he ſaved by him from the 
d Fommitting of Sin, and redeemed from a vain 
1 WC onverſation ? How doth he believe in him as 
© WC hriſt, or the Anointing ? Is he taught by 
's Wim ? How is he his King, Prieſt, and Pro- 
het? Doth he rule in his Heart as King i ? Are 
ll his Services, Sacrifices, and Offerings offer- 
ed up by and through his Hand, as Prieſt ? 
oth he hear him in all T. hings, as the Prophet 
hom God hath raiſed like unto Moſes? No. 
The Titular Chriſtian hath no Knowledge of 
him after this Manner, neither doth he believe 
it is attainable on this Side the Grave; or 
poſſible to obey him as Lord; nor to be 
Wiaved by him from Sin, as Jeſus ; nor taught 
oy him, as Chriſt, or the Anointing ; nor that 

Ihe can be waſhed, cleanſed, and ſanctified by 
his precious Blood from the Stains, Spots, and 
efilements of the World, Fleſh, and the 
Devil, while he bears about this Body of 
Clay. He contents himſelf with a corrupt, 
traditional Faith, which hath ſprung up in 
the dark Night 'of Apoſtacy, which is cer- 
tainly a very venomous pernicious Weed of 
Q Satan's Kingdom, which hath poiſoned and 
deſtroyed 
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deſtroyed the Souls of many, and is now grown 
to ſuch Maturity, and cloathed with ſuch 
Beauty to the Eye of the Titular Chriſtian, that 
he calls it the Chriſtian Faith, though thereby 
he is taught to believe, that it is not poſſible to 


ceaſe from Sin, nor to have his Heart purified, | 
nor to overcome the Devil, and gain Victory 
cover the World; and further, that notwith- 
ſtanding he committeth Sin daily, and liveth | 


in the Act of it Term of Life in this World, 
he is hereby taught to believe, that Chriſt 


will ſave him from the Guilt and Puniſhment | 
of it in the World to come: It may be ſaid } 
of this Titular Chriſtian's Faith, Looſeneſs and 
Atheiſm have flain their Thouſands, but this its 


Ten Thouſands. 
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So although he hears and reads what Chriſt I 


did in, and for thoſe that believed in him, and 
of the powerful Virtue and Operation of that 
ancient Chriſtian Faith, which was once de- 
livered to the Saints, and borne Witneſs to by 
the Holy Scriptures; yet he neither hopes, 


| 
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believes, nor expects to witneſs the fame | 
wrought in him, and for him. They bear 
Witneſs of ſome, in whom Chriſt wrought all 


their Works, and that through him they were 


able to do all Things; and many glorious 


Things were ſpoken of, and were enjoyed 
by the true Believers in Chriſt; while upon 
Earth; but the Titular Chriſtian puts off all 


till he is dead, and pleads for the Continu- | 
ation of the Devil and his Works, Term of 
Life, 


kn } 
Life, and ſaith, the Devil works ſtrongly in 
him, and prevails over him, and cauſeth him 
to ſin in his Holy Duties; and that he is ſo cap- 
tivated by him, that he cannot live one Day 
nor Hour without Sin; ſo notwithſtanding his 
Profeſſion of Chriſt, he knows him nat great- 
er in him, than he that is in the World; lo the 
ſtrong Man keeps the Houſe, and it is furniſh- 
ed with his Goods, and though he cries Lord, 
Lord, he is a Porter of Iniquity, and 1s bound 
[Yin C hains of Darkneſs, and his Feet tick faſt 
in the Mire and in the Clay, even while he 
talks of Lord and Saviour, he is led Cap— 
tive at the Devil's Will; and is a Stranger to 
chat Power which is able to reſiſt him, and 
make him flee, and to that Faith which gives 
A” ifory: So he cannot in Truth call Chriſt 
the Captain of his Salvation, nor approve 
Fhimſelf one of his Soldiers, who is armed 
with the ſame Power, and with it fights againſt 
Ihe ſame Enemy, and gains the Viftory, and 
Ifolloweth him who rides on conquering and to 
conquer; fo neyer comes to fit down with him 
„bis Fatber's Kingdom, triumphing over Sin, 
Dcath, Hell, and the Grave, but remains under 
Ahe Power thereof, through the Fear of which Heb. 2. 
Ine is all his Life-time fubject to Bondage, let 5: 
his Profeſſion of Liberty and Redemption by 
Chriit be what it will; his fair Talk will 
avaik him nothing, though he ſaith he believeth 
in Chriſt, and loveth him, yet if he keepeth 
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10. his Commandments, he is a Liar, and deceiv- 
eth 


£28 1] 
eth himſelf, and hath not eternal Life abiding in 
him. Profeſſion and Name of Chriſt, without 
Poſſeſſion and Nature, is of no Worth. 


III. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe- 
rience concerning the Holy Spirit. Ts 


T\VHE True Chriſtian believeth in the Holy 
Spirit, being one of the Three which 

bear Record in Heaven, which Three are One ; 
and he ſheweth forth his Faith by his Obedi- 
ence thereto ; he hath received the Spirit of 
Adoption, whereby he can call God, Father, not 
as the Scribes, Phariſees, and Hypocrites did, 
but in Truth and Righteouſneſs, and he wit- 
neſſeth a being led by the Spirit in the Way 
of Holineſs, and ſo cannot fulfil the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, but by the ſame doth mortify them, 
and gain Victory over them, is ſanctified and 

_ cleanſed from them, and is taught by the Spirit 
the true Knowledge of God, and how to worſhip 
Him aright in Spirit and Truth, and ſo prays in 
the Spirit, and with the Underſtanding, ſings in | 
the Spirit, praiſeth God in the Spirit, the Law #| 
of the Spirit is in his Heart, and this Law of 
the Spirit of Life makes him free from the Law 
of Sin and Death; the Spirit of God which 
raiſed up Teſus from the Dead, dwelleth in him, 
and quickeneth his mortal Body : And this True 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian is the Spiritual Mun which diſcerneth 
all Things, but is not diſcerned by another out of 
the ſame Spirit which ſearcheth all Things, yea, 
the deep Things of God; he is led by the Spirit 
from under the Law, and through the Law, 
to him who was before the Law, and ſo is 
under Grace, and brings forth the Fruits 
thereof, which are Love, Peace, Joy, Long- 
ſufering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 


Temperance ; againſt this Chriſtian there 1s no 
Lato. 


The Titular Chriſtian faith, he believeth in 
the Holy Spirit, &c. But how doth he demon- 
ſtrate his Faith and Belief ? He is ready to make 
a Mock of receiving the Spirit, and being led 
by the Spirit, moved and taught by the Spirit; 
this ſeems ſtrange Doctrine to him, that he 
ſhould know his Luſts mortified by the Spirit, 
that he ſhould walk 1n the Spirit, and be ſanc- 
tified by the Spirit from all Sin and Unclean- 
neſs, that he ſhould attend the Motion and 
Guidance of the Spirit, and in all his Conver- 
ſation to do nothing but what will ſtand juſti- 
fied by this Holy Spirit, that he ſhould pray 
in the Spirit, ſing with the Spirit, and worſhip 
in the Spirit. Theſe are new Doctrines to the 
Titnlar Chriſtian, he knows not what to make 
of them, except it be to brand them with de- 
ſpicable Names; the Law of the Spirit of Life, 
which ſhouid free him from the Law of Sin and 
Vento, he | is a Stranger to, and wholly 1gno- 


rant 
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rant of the Indwelling o 7 that Spirit which 
raiſed Jeſus from the Dead, to quicken his mor- 
tal Body; this he counts Fanatick Doctrine. 
And inſtead of being a ſpiritual Man, which 
diſcerneth all Things, he is carnal, and ſeeth not 
far off; the Veil being over his Heart, he 
cannot ſee nor regard the Glory of God when it 
appeareth in the Inward Temple, but oppoſeth 
and flighteth the Appearance of that Holy 
Spirit which ſearcheth his Heart and all Things ; 
and ſo is not led by it from under the Law; 
which Law was added becauſe of Tranſgrefſion ; 
and this Titalar Chriſtian who liveth in the 
Nature and Act of Tranſgreſſion, and that 
knows not the curſed Ground removed, which 
bringeth forth Briars and Thorns, from hence 
all evil Thoughts, Words, and Works pro- 
ceed, and is a Stranger to the Mortification of 
them by the Spirit; he is under the Law, and 
liable to the Puniſhment thereof, and not un- 
der Grace, let him profeſs what he will, if he 
brings not forth the Fruit of the Spirit in his 
Life and Converſation, he clearly ſheweth, he 
doth not believe in it, nor walk in it, neither 
hath received it, nor come to any true Know- 
ledge of it, by its Work and Operation in his 
Here he only talks of it with his Tongue, 
as ſome Book or Body hath told him; this is 
the State of a Titular Chriſtian. 
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IV. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe. 


rience concerning the Holy Scriptures, 


HE True Chriſtian honoureth the Holy 
Scriptures in their Places, and believeth 
and receiveth their Teſtimony, and is a living 
Witneſs of the Truth thereof, and he demon- 
| ftrateth it as followeth. By believing, re- 
„ ceiving, and obeying him, viz. Chriſt Jeſus, 
of whom they teſtify, whereby he receives 
Power to order his Converſation according to 
them; and the True Chriſtian believeth that 
they were ſpoken and written by the Motion 
and Inſpiration of the Spirit of God in Holy 
Men, Prophets and Apoſtles; and that it is 
his Duty to wait upon God, to receive the 
Spirit of Grace and Glory, and the Gifts there- 
of, of whom they teſtify ; that thereby he 
may be enabled to read them with Underſtand- 
ing, and to receive the Comfort of them, and 
to be made wiſe through Faith in Chriſt unto 
Salvation by them. 


1 And this Chriſtian knows right well, that 
all the Univerfily or Academical Learning in the 
World is not able to give the true Know- 
! ledge of the Mind of the Spirit in the Holy 
Scriptures; they are as a ſealed Book to alt. 
the Wit, Reaſon, Comprehenſion, and acquired 
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Parts of all Mankind in the Fall, Learned and 
Unlearned : And until Man comes to receive, 
regard, and reprove by the Manifeſtation of 
the Spirit, which is given to every Man to profit 
withal, as the Scriptures witneſs, he is wholly 
Ignorant, and a Stranger to the Key of true 
Knowledge ; and the Treaſures of Lite and 
Willom are hid from him, and ſecured as with 
{even Seals; and the Cherubims with a fla- 
ming Sword, that turns every Way, and 
guards the Tree of Lite, with the Fruits 
thereof, from the fallen Wiſdom of Man : 
And this the True Chriſtian knows by Expe- 
rience, having tried what the Wiſdom of this 
World in all its Perfection can do; and hath 
ſcen it confounded and brought to nought in 
limfclf, being diſcovered to be no Part of the 
Key of true everlaſting Knowledge ; but rather 
. which hides it, and makes the Veil the 
thicker, and ſhuts the Door of the Kingdom 
the faſter; and thoſe that abound in it, neither 
enter themſelves, nor ſuffer thoſe that would ; 
and this the Holy Scriptures Ny, 


The Titular Chriſtian ſaith, he honoureth 
the Scriptures, and believeth the Teſtimony 
of them. But how doth he demonſtrate his 
Honour to them, and Belief of them ? Doth 
he order his Converſation according to them ? 
They exhort, To abſtain from every Appearance 
of Evil, and from every fleſhly Luſt, which wars 
againſt the Soul; and io put on the whole 
Armour 


ET 1 

Armour of God, and thereby refit the Devil, 
and make him flee : The Titular Chriſtian doth 
not obey this Exhortation, neither doth he 


believe, that it 1s poſſible that any ſhould 


obey it on this Side the Grave: So while 
he pretends to honour them, he gives them 
the Lie; for, what is more ridiculous and. 


unreaſonable than to profeſs a Belief that 


the Spirit of God in Holy Men hath left Holy 
Precepts and Exhortations upon Record. in. 
the Scriptures, which are impoſſible co be 
obeyed? Yet this is the Language of the 
Titular Chriſtian, who honoureth them with- 
his Lips, and cries them up with his Tongue, 
but in Works denies them: Sometimes he 
will give them more Titles of Honour than: 
to them is due; as, when he calls them, The 


Word of God; the Touch-flone and Trier of 


all Spirits; the Everlaſting Rule of Faith and 


Praftice ; fo in his Ignorance will advance 


them with. Lip - honour beyond what they 
teſtify of themſelves, and above what they 
are; for they are not the Word of God, but 
proceed from it, and bear Witneſs thereof; 
which Word is quick and powerful, ſharper 
than any two-edged Sword, dividing in the 
inward Parts; and this Word is in the Mouth 


and in the Heart, to be heard and obeyed 


there. They call Chriſt the Word of God; 
which Word was in the Beginning, before the 


Scriptures were written: And all that under- 


ſtand not the Voice of this Word, this inward 
C 3 and 
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and ſpiritual ſpeaking Word, are wholly ig- 
norant of the Words of God and good Men, 


recorded in the Holy Scriptures; and are no 


true Honourers nor Believers of them Not- 
withſtanding. this Titular Chriſtian“s verbal, 
traditional, notional Profeſſion and high Titles 
he gives them, he only therein ſhews his 
Blindneſs and Folly, in taking the Hiſtory 
and Deſcription, or Declaration of a Thing tor 


the Thing itſelf: They are not the everlaſting 


Rule, Touch-ſtone, and, Trier of Spirits, but 
declare and teſtify of him that is, as Chriſt 
ſaid to the Jes, ſpeaking of the Scriptures, 
They are they that teflify of me, but you will no! 
come to me, that Ju wy Pave SES: 


V. The True Chriſtian *s Faith and Expe- 
rience concerning the Doctrine of | Repent ence. 
HE True Chriſtian believeth the Doc- 
trines and Teachings, of Chriſt and his 


Apoſtles recorded in the Holy Scriptures, 
and it 1s not only his Duty, but his Practice 


to obey, and live according to them: As firſt, 


the Doctrine of Repentance from dead Works, 
or a turning from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power af Satan to God; this is the 


Gate of the Kingdom, or the firſt Step towards 


g Chriflanily : ; 
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Chriſtianity z this is the Door at which the 
True Chriſtian entereth ; if any miſs this Way 

they ſtrive to enter in vain, without repenting, 
which is changing or turning from Evil to 
Good, from the Way of Death to the Way of | 

Lie, from Darkneſs to Light, from the Power ' 

and Service of S/ and Satan to the Power 
and Service of God and Righteouſneſs. This is 
the Nature and Effect of true Repentance, 
aud without this no Man hath a true Title in 
Chriſt, nor Chriſtianiiy, let his Profrſſion of 

it be never ſo high; for Death reigned from 

the Fall of Adam till Moſes, and all Men have 

therein come ſhort of the Glory of God, and 
in that fallen Nature are the Children of 

Wrath, dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes; and God 

hath concluded all in Unbelief, that he N Rom. 

have Mercy upon all. eee. 
And now the Call of God is to all Men eve- Adds 17. 
where to repent; and none but thoſe that?“ 
Aifwer this Call, find the Mercy; hrs Call of 
Ged is more univerſally inward and immediate, 
ithan outward and mediate; the which if People 
light, diſregard, and neglect to obey, the out- 
ward Inſtruments and Means avail not. 
Now the True Chriſtian gives Teitimony 
that he believes and obeys: the Doctrine of 
 Repenr tance, \ in manner following: © Firſt, 
Whereas his Mind and Heart was running 
after, and captivated with the Sight of the 
Eye, the Luſt of the Fleſh; and the Pride 
of Life, that are in that World which lies in 
88 ann, 
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Wickedneſs, now his Mind and Heart is not 
only ſtopped, but alſo turned from them, and 


weaned trom the Delight and Pleaſure he had 


in them, and not only ſo, but by the Shining 
of the Light in his Heart, is made to ſce the 
exceeding Sinfulneſs of them, and to feel the 
Weight and Burthen thereof, which while he 
was dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, he could not 
feel, nor be ſenſible of; but now being quick- 
ened by the Voice of God, which. calls to Re- 
pentance, he cries out with Paul, O wretched 
Man, who ſhall deliver me? And this is the 
Cry which the Lord is ready to hear, and to 


anſwer with the Manifeſtation of his Love and 


Power, and with the Joy of his Salvation; 
and now 1s his Face Sion-ward, and his Travel 
towards the Holy City is begun; and this Tre 
Chriſtian right well knows that his Repentance 
or turning from and out of the broad Way of 
Sin and Satan, and ſetting his Foot into the 
ftrait and narrow Way, was not of himſelf, 
nor effected in his own Will and Power, but 
by the Virtue of the free Gift of God, and 
Operation of his tree Grace, and that he daily 
and momentarily needs the Divine Aſſiſtance of 
the ſame, to lead, guide, and aſſiſt him every 
Step of his Journey, toithe End. 

And now he is a living. Witnefs of the 
Truth of Chriſt? s Saying, when he ſaid, 


- Verily, verily, I ſay' unto. you, the Hour ts 


coming, and now is, when the Dead ſhall. hear 


the Voice 7 the Son of God, and they that hear 


ſhall 


i 


foall live: This is the firſt diſtinguiſhing 
Work of the powerful Voice of God, and the 
true Hearing of it; the World hears its con- 
vincing Voice, but not regarding nor obeying 
it, are not made alive, nor converted by it; 
nothing ! is able, nor ſufficient, nor appointed 
of God to give Repentance unto Lite, but the 
hearing of this Voice of the Son; he hath 
formerly, or 1n Times paſt, heard many 
Voices, Lo here, and Lo there, and hath made 
| many Repentances, and Turnings, from one Way 
and Opinion to another; but till he heard 
and obeyed the Voice of the Son of God, 
never Knew that Repentance which is never to 
be repented of. 

And then ſecondly, when this Chriſtian ach 
heard and obeyed this Voice, and is turned 
out of the broad Way, and begins to walk in 
the ſtrait and narrow Way, and to have 
no Fellowſhip with the untruitful Works of 
{ Darkneſs, but rather reprove them, then he 
becomes a Wonder, a By-word, and a Taunt 
to his former Companions, who think it 
ſtrange, that he runs not with them into the 
ſame Exceſs of Riot; but makes ſtraight Steps 
to his Feet, and meaſures all his Goings by 
the Line of Righteouſneſs, which the Goodneſs Rom. 2. 
| of God, that leadeth to Repentance hath brought © 
him to; now he appears like an Owl in the 
Deſart, and like a Pelican in the Wilderneſs, 
and like a Sparrow upon the Houle-top : 
Now his great. Trials, Temptations, and 
110 Exerciſcs 


1 
Exerciſes begin both within and without; 
here he ſces his Enemies about him like Bees, 
which till now he had no Sight nor Senſe of; 
the ſtrong Man keeping the Houſe, all his | 
Goods were at Peace, and the Houſe being | 
dark, and his Eye dim, did not perceive ' 
nor diſcover the Enemies of his Soul that 
lodged therein, nor could not judge, nor 
diſcern the Nature of the Goods with which 
his Houfe was furniſhed, that old Deceiver 
having Power to transform himſelf like unto 
an Angel of God, and to imitate the Furniture 
of his Temple; but now he having heard the 
Voice of the Son of God, and being quickened |! 
by his mighty Power, and the Eye of his 
Mind being opened and faſtened upon the, 
ſame, then the Devil rageth, knowing he hath | 
but a ſhort Time, and that his Diſpoſſeſſion 
grows nigh, and the Spoiling of his Goods is at 
hand, except he could by any Means prevent 
it; but all his Endeavours were and are in 
vain againſt this true Repentant, who truſtin 
in the Goodneſs of the Lord, which at firſt 
led him to Repentance, and relying upon the 
Arm of his Power, which had opened the Eye 
that was blind, unſtopped the Ear that was 
deaf, and enlightened the Underſtanding that 
was darkened, he in the ſame is made able to 
ſtand, and to reſiſt him in all his Aſſaults, 
to eſcape all his Baits and Snares, to quench 
all his fiery Darts, and to overcome him in all 
his Temptations, to go right on his Way, 
: . preſſing 
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preſſing forward toward the Mark for the Prize* Fog 3. 


of the High Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, where * 
all the Treaſures of Wiſdom, of Knowledge, and 


F Glory are hid, and laid up for thoſe that love 
Vis Appearance, and obey his Calling, which is to 
3 Repentance ; and none other are in the Way 


to know what the High Calling of God in 
Chriſt Jeſus is, let their Notions, Profeſſions, 
and Confeſſions be never ſo high. 


The Tilular Chriſtian profeſſeth, he believ- 
eth the Doctrine and Teachings of Chriſt and 


his Apoſtles, and fr/ this of Repentance; 


but how doth he demonſtrate his Faith? Is his 


ind turned from the Darkneſs to the Light, 
from the Power of Satan to God? Is he quick- 
'| ened and made alive by the hearing of the 
Voice of the Son of God? Is he come forth 
of the Grave of Sin and Sea of Corruption? 
Doth he feel the Weight and Burthen of it? 
Is Sin become exceeding fnful unto him? Ts 
a Cry raiſed in his Soul unto the Lord for a 
full Deliverance and Redemption from the 
> Servitude of Sin and Satan? Hath he a true 
[} Senſe and Sight of the Nature and Tendency 
of Sin? Is his Mind truly turned to the Ap- 
pearance of God in Chriſt within, which is to 


deſtroy and make an End of Sin, and finiſh 
Tranſgrefſion, and the Author of it, and bring 
in everlaſting Righteouſneſs inſtead theredf . ? Doth 
he bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance ? 
And doth he ſhew by them that he is ny 

rom 
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from the Service of Sin and Satan, into the 
Service of God and Righteoufneſs? Is he 
turned out of the broad Way ? Doth he 
walk in the narrow, and make ſtraight Steps 
to his Feet? Are they pulled out of the Mire Þ# 
and Clay, and ſet upon the Rock ? Are all 
his Goings guided by the Line of Righteouſ- 
neſs? And is he enabled by the powerful Voice 
and Arm of the Son of God, to ſtand upright 
on his Feet in the midſt of all his Enemies, 
and by the ſame to travel on in the Way of 
Holineſs towards the holy City, and heavenly 
Jeruſalem, the City of the Saints Solemnity ? 
Theſe Things accompany true Repentance 
therefore let the Titular Chriſtian turn the Eye 
of his Mind inward, and commune With his 
own Heart, and be ſtill; confult with God's 
Witneſs therein, and examine and anſwer | 
theſe Things, fee and try whether he hath not 
deceived himſelf with a falſe Profeſſion and 
a feigned Repentance, wherein he confeſſeth 
daily, but doth not forſake, and ſo finds not 
Mercy, deceiving his own Soul by daily ſin- 
ning, and an imaginary Repentance, being 
ſubject to call and account a changing and 
turning from one ſort of the Devil's Service 
to another, from Self- inning and Debauchery 
to Self- righteouſneſs, from one Opinion to 
another, and from one Sort and Faſhion of in- 
vented Werſhip to another, a Repentance ; 
though in all the old Man with his Deeds ap- 

pears prevalent, and the earthly Image is borne, 
| and 
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and the Nature and Ground of Sin and Tranſ- 
greſſion remains unſhaken by the Voice and 
Power of the Son of God, which calls and leads 
all that hear and obey it to true Repentance. 
And till this Voice be heard, and this Power 
felt and witneſſed to work and operate in 
the inward Man, the Beaſt receives no deadly 
ound, nor the Strength of Sin is not abated, 
and the ſtrong Holds of Imagination continue 
EZ unbroken down; and ſo Repentance in this 
State is only talked of in vain by all the nomi- 
nal Chriſtians upon the Face of the Earth, who 
experience not theſe Things wrought and ef- 
| fected in them and for them, and are wholly 
ignorant of that Repentance which is never 
to be repented of, and of that Joy that is in 
Heaven over one Sinner that repenteth, more than 


over ninety-nine juſt Perſous wha need no Re- 
pentance. 
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VI. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Experience 
concerning Mortification, Warfare, Self-denial, 
and a Dying daily. 


HE True Chriſtian, next unto Repent- 
ance, believes the Doctrine of Mor- 
tification, Warfare, Self - denial, and a Dying 
daily; and he ſheweth forth his Faith by his 
Works, having heard and obeyed the * of 
„ od, 


1 


and purſue him, and attend him with divers 


Col. 3. 


wh 
Rom. 38. 


15 
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God, and being thereby turned, or having 
repented, he comes to receive the Spirit of | 
Adoption, whereby he can call God Father, | 
and fo comes to receive Power againſt the | 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, which though 
he hath turned his Back upon them, and ſet 
his Face Sion-wards, yet they will follow him, 


Allurements and Temptations, in order to 
turn him back again; and thus will continue, 
laying Baits and Snares, in Hopes to prevail, 
until a Death be witneſſed to the carnal Mind, 
and tranfgreſſing Nature, which is prone to 
receive the Temptation; therefore the True 


Chriſtian being come to a true Sight and Senſe 


of the Strength and Subtilty of the Enemy, 


watches and wars in the Spirit againſt him, 


and obeys the Apoſtle's Exhortation, Mortify 
therefore your Members which are upon the 
Earth. And if ye ihrough the Spirit mortify the 


Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall live. So he wit- 


neſſeth a dying or mortifying daily of that 
Nature and Mind which has had a Life in Sin, 
until 1t be mortified or killed, and till he 
cometh to witneſs that Saying fulfilled, Death 
is feoallowed up in Victory, the Strength of it 
being taken away; till which is effected he re- 
maineth in the Warfare, like a good Soldier, 


following his Captain, conquering and to con- 


quer, until a perfect Victory be obtained: 
And that he may not fail nor come ſhort in 
this Warfare and Work of Mortiſication, he 


keeps 
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keeps his Eye always upon his Captain, and 
his Ears open to that Voice that at firſt quick- 
ened him, and called him to Repentance, and 
his Mind ſtayed upon that Holy Spirit of 
| Grace that hath wrought hitherto for him, 
which makes Self of no Reputation, and 
which burieth Self in all his Acquirements 
and Perfection in the Death of the Croſs, as 
not being fit nor worthy to be concerned in 
the work of Regeneration. And the True 
# Chriſtian well knows, that there is no Poſſi- 
bility to be a Diſciple and Follower of Chriſt 
further than the daily Croſs to Self is taken 
up; he meets with no greater Enemy in his 
Journey than Self- thoughts and Imagina- 
tions, Self-willing and Running, Self-conſulta- 
tion and Selt - work- 
ing, which if he watch Tris made Paul care- 
not againit, rule over, ful to keep his Body 
and keep under by wnder, leſt while be 
that Hand and Power preached to others, he 
that hath appeared for himſelf became a Caſt- 
his Deliverance, and away. 
hath wrought it in a 
meaſure, he again may be entangled and en- 
ſnared ; therefore he ſtands in the Doctrine 
of Selfdenial till Self be denied, and in the 
putting off the old Man, with his Deeds, till 
they are wholly put off; and when he hath 
done all, to ſtand ſtill, and abide with the 
{ame powerful Hand, that hath wrought all 
theſe Things in him and for him; and to it 
5 he 


1 ; 
he attributes the Glory, and gives the Praife | 
tor ever. | 


Now the Titular Chriſtian profeſſeth the 
Doctrine of Mortification, and talks of a Dying 
zo Sin, and a Warring againſt it, and of Self. 
denial, and putting off the old Man, and taking 
#Þ the daily Croſs. But how doth he anſwer 
his Profefſion ? What Courſe doth he take 
to mortify Sin, while he believes not in the 
Light, which ſhines in his Heart, that diſ- 
covers it; nor in the Manifeſtation of the 
Spirit given him to mortify and deſtroy Sin; 
nor in the Power of God within, which gives 
Strength to war againſt it, and to overcome 
Sin within ? Neither hath he received the Spirit 

Pom, g. Of Adoption, whereby he is enabled to call 
15. God Father, but is unacquainted and ignorant 
of him in that Relation ; yet hath learned by 
Tradition, as the impenitent and unconverted 

John 3. Jets did, to call God Father, whoſe Know- 
* ledge of him was taught by the Precepts 
of Men: And though they accounted them- 
felves Children of God by virtue of this tra- 
ditional Knowledge received from their Fore- 
fathers, Rabbies, and Doctors of the Law; 

yet Chriſt Jeſus, the great Doctor, and righ- 

teous Judge, and true Teacher, told them, 

John 8. they were quite the cone even of their 

+4 &. Father the Devil. 

So the Titular Chriſtian, while e 
ten to God, in his impenitent, unregenerate | 

: State, | 
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N State, having read the Holy Scriptures, and 
the Traditions of his Fathers, furniſheth 
himſelf with the Profeſſion of the Doctrines 


of the Goſpel, as the Jews did of the Law, 


even while Sin reigns in his mortal Body, 


while the old Man with his Deeds are unput 
off, and while Self-will, Self- wiſdom, and 


Self in all its Properties is undenicd, and 
while he 1s a Stranger to the Croſs of Chriſt, 
and ſo takes it not up, nor flows him; but 
wants Power to mortity Sin, and to war 


{ againſt the World, Fleſh, and the Devil: So 


while he talks of Mortification and Dying to 


Lin, Sin lives in him, and increaſes as his 


Days increaſe ; and inſtead of overcoming it, 


| is overcome daily by it : And while he pro- 


feſſes Self-denial, nothing but Self is owned; 


Self wills and runs; Self worſhips and offers 


the Offering of Cain; M Self ſeeks, and knocks, 
and ſtrives to enter, but 1s not able. And jill 
this Willing, and Running, and Pewer of Self is 


| denied, judged, and brought down, and made of 


no Reputation, by the powerful Working and 
Operation of the Spirit of God within; none can 
witneſs a being dead to Sin, nor have Vitlory 


over it, nor be a Diſciple of Chriſt Feſus, nor 


follow him in the Work of Regeneration, let 


them profeſs what they will, except this be 
known, their Profeſſion is a Lie, and they de- 


ceive tbeir own Souls. This is the Word 


of Truth to all the Titular Chriſtians upon 
D 3 the 


11 | 
the Face of the Earth, of what Name or | 
Sect ſoever. 


VII. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe- 
rience concerning Sanctification, Waſhing, | 
and Cleanſing from Sin and Corruption. 


\ HE True Chriſtian owns and believes 
the Doctrine of Sanctific ation, Waſhing, 
and Cleanſing from Sin and Corruption; and 
he manifeſts his Faith by the Virtue and Ope- 
ration of the Spirit of God working in him ; 
having been led by the ſame through the 
Work of Repentance, Mortification, and Self- 
_ denial , he is now not only turned from Sin, 
and come to the mortifying of it, but alſo 
to the ſanctifying, waſhing, and cleanſing 
from it; ſo he comes to witneſs a being de- 
livered from the dead Body, and the Dead 


to be buried out of his Sight; and as he | 


abides and dwells with this ſanctifying and 
cleanfing Power, he is preſerved from cor- 
rupting himſelf, or ſo much as touching the 
Dead again : This is the Anti- type, and 
Subſtance of all the divers Waſhings, Puri- 
fications, and Sanctifications, uſed under the 
Law, where the Temple and all the Furniture 
thereof were ſanctified. Now he knoweth 
| 8 himſelf 


but with the precious Blood of Chriſt, which 


fins no more; ſo needs no further Confeſſion 


under Foot, nor count the Blood of the Cove. * 3% 


"NW 
himſelf to be the Temple of the Holy Ghoft ; 1 Cor, 
and this Knowledge keepeth him from defiling "OO 


of it, being bought with a Price, not with 
Gold, nor "Silver, nor corruptible Things, 


cleanſeth and keepeth clean the True Chriſtian : 
And herein alſo he witneſſeth the Anti-type Levi. | 
and Subſtance ſignified by the laying of the 16 
People's Sins upon a Scape-Goat, and letting! Veil. 8, 
him go into the Y/ilderneſs. Theſe were the 20. 
Shadows of good Things to come, the Sub- 2 
ſtance of which the True Chriſtian now en- 
joyeth ; and is come to the one everlaſting 
Offering, Chriſt Jeſus, which perfes for ever Heb. 10. 
thoſe that are ſanctiſied; and both he that ſanc- 14. 
tifieth, and they that are ſanctiſied, are all of Heb. 2, 
one : And be that is joined to the Lord is one n 
Spirit. And the True Chriſtian abiding in 

this Sanctification and Unity with the Lord, 


of Sin, nor further Sacrifice for it; being yes. w. 
drawn near unto the Lord with a true Heart, 22+ 

in full Aſſurance of Faith, having bis Heart 
ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, and his Body 
waſhed with pure Water. Here 1s no more a 
Remembrance again of Sin; yet there is a 
Poſſibility, aſter this Eſtate is witneſſed and 
enjoyed, that there may be a falling- away, Heb. 10. 
or a wilful ſinning again, which the Apoſtle ** 
knew well, and theretore warned People to 
beware of it, that they tread not the Son of God Heb. 20. 


nant, 
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nant, wherewith they were ſantlified, an unholy 
Ting; nor do Deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace. 
Therefore the T ue Chriſtian, after he is waſh- 
ed, cleanſed, and fſanctified, watcheth againſt 
all that would defile him again ; and in the 
Spirit and Power, which hath wrought his 
Sanctification, abiding, he rules and reigns over 
Sin and Satan, and is no more entangled with 
the Yoke of Bondage ; but keeps in his Inhe- 
. ritance among them that are ſanctified, who 
are Members of that glorious Church, which 
is without Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch 
Thing, holy, and without Blemiſh, 


Ihe Tzalar Chriſtian alſo talks of and pro- 
feſſeth the Doctrine of Santtification, Waſhing, 
and Cleanſing from Sin and Corruption. But 
his Talk is not true, and his Profeſſion is 
feigned, becauſe he is not a Witneſs of the 
Work thereof in himſelf: He hath read in 
the Holy Scriptures, That no unclean Thing 
can enter the Kingdom; and that without Holi- 
neſs no Man can ſee the Lord; and that the 
Lord will be ſanctiſed of all that draw near 
unto him Therefore he hath deviſed a Pro- 
feſſion of Sanctification, which may be only 
talked of, but never poſſeſſed and wrought in 
him on this Side the Grave : And to this End 
he hath made up a Faith of his own, and is 
wholly ignorant of that Faith which was once 
delivered to the Saints, or Holy People, by 
which their Hearts were primes. And by 

virtue 


„ 1 


virtue of this feigned Faith, perſuades him- 
ſelf, that the Sanctification and Holineſs of 
Chriſt without him, ſhall be reckoned and 
imputed unto him, whiles he remains unſanc- 
tified, and unholy; and that the Cleannefs, 
Innocency, and Spotleſſneſs of Chriſt ſhall be 
accounted unto him, notwithſtanding he re- 
mains foul, guilty, and full of Spots and De- 
filements ; and that God looks upon him not 
as he is in himſelf, but as he is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, his Saviour; when indeed he is not in 
him, nor ſaved by him from that which defiles 


him; for, if any Man be in Chriſt, be is a Cor. 
New Creature, old Things are paſſed away, ang “ 7. 


all Things are become new : By this the Tular 
Chriſtian may try himſelf, if he be not really 
changed, the old Creature and old Things 
paſſed away, he is not in Chriſt; and God 
cannot, nor doth, look upon him where he 
is not; therefore let him not further deceive 
himſelf; for God's Witneſs in his own Con- 
ſcience ſeeth and judgeth him where he is, 
out of Chriſt, unſanctiſied, in the old Nature and 
old Things; and God, from whence it comes, 
is greater, and ſeeth and judgeth him alſo, 
And this Titular Chriſtian is ſo far from 
living and enjoying a ſanctified State, as the 


True Chriſtian did and doth, that he never 


comes to enjoy fo much Clearneſs and Freedom 
from Sin, as the Jews did, who lived in the 


Types, Figures, and Shadows of good Things 


to come; for they once a Year, while they 
kept 


LY 
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kept the Law, were quitted and eaſed of 
all their Sins and Tranſgreſſions, and a full } 
Atonement was made once a Year for all | 
Sins paſt. Which is more than all the Nomz- 
nal Chriſtians upon the Face of the Earth 
really enjoy, notwithſtanding their Boaſt of 
living in Goſpel Times, and in the Days of } 
the New Covenant, and of Salvation by 
Chriſt Jeſus ; their Boaſt is vain : The Goſpel, 
which is the Power of God to Salvation, 
working and opcrating in their inward Man, 
to fave not only from the Guilt, but from 
the Act of Sin, and to cleanſe from all Ini- 
quity, they are wholly ignorant of, and Stran- 
gers to; and the new Covenant, the Law in 
the Heart, which makes free from the Law of 
Sin and Death, and the Spirit that ſandifieth 
from it, reigns not in their mortal Bodies; 
but the contrary, viz. Lin, and the Law of it; 
and by the Spirit of Truth they are convinced 
of it, and by the Light in their Conſciences 
they ſtand arraigned, and convicted betore the 
Judgment-ſeat of God, let their Profeſſion be 
ever jo high. 

Nor is the Titalar Chriſtiaz a living Witneſs 
of the one everlaſting Offering, which per- 
fecteth for ever thoſe that are ſanctified; nor 
of the Oneneſs and Unity which is between him 
that ſanctifieth, and thoſe that are ſanctified; 
nor of the abiding with him that ſanctificth, ſo 
as to lin no more; neither is he drawn near unto 
God with a true Mart, ſprinkled from an evil 

Cexſcience; 


1 


1 Conſcience; nor is his Body waſhed with pure 
- Mater. He hath no full Afurance of Faith in 
* I theſe Things; but rather concludes them un- 
# attainable on this Side the Grave, and fo is 
held captive in the Chains of Sin and Satan, 
and entangled with the Yoke of Bondage, 
and in this State inherits Miſery and Darkneſs, 
and is a Member of that Church which is full 
of Spots and Wrinkles, Sores and Corrup- 
tions, diſeaſed from the Crown of the Head 
to the Sole of the Foot; of this Church Chriſt 
is not the Head: Let the Titular Chriſtian 
imagine what he will, he muſt depart among 


the Goats, becauſe he is a Worker of Iniquity. 


VIII. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe- 


rience concerning Juſtification. 


HE True Chriſtian believeth the Doctrine 

of Juſtification, and that it immediately 
ſucceeds the Work of Sanfification : Being Rom. 5g. 
juſtified by Faith, even that Faith which is the- 
Gift of God, be ewwitneſſeth Peace with God 
through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : And the Tut Heb. 10. 
lives by Faith. And he is come to the Spirits fab. _ 
of juſt Men made perfett, even now in this 24. 
Age, as the True Chriſtian did in former Ages, 
reſtified of in the Holy Scriptures. Now to 


be TR, is to be made Juſt, by the voy 
/ * 
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1 kept the Law, were quitted and eaſcd of 
all their Sins and Tranſgreſſions, and a full 
Atonement was made once a Year for all 
Sins paſt. Which is more than all the Nomi- 
nal Chriſtians upon the Face of the Earth. 
really enjoy, notwithſtanding their Boaſt of 
living in Goſpel Times, and in the Days of 
the New Covenant, and of Salvation by 
Chriſt Jeſus ; their Boaſt is vain : The Goſpel, 
which is the Power of God to Salvation, 
working and opcrating in their inward Man, 
to ſave not only from the Guilt, but from 
the Act of Sin, and to cleanſe from all Ini- 
quity, they are wholly ignorant of, and Stran- 
gers to; and the new Covenant, the Law in 
the Heart, which makes free from the Law of 
Sin and Death, and the Spirit that ſanctifieth 
from it, reigns not in their mortal Bodies; 
but the contrary, viz. Sin, and the Law of it; 
and by the Spirit of Truth they are convinced 
of it, and by the Light in their Conſciences 
they ſtand arraigned, and convicted before the 
Judgment-ſeat of God, let their Profeſſion be 
ever 10 high. 
Nor is the Titalar Chriſtias a living Witneſs 
of the one everlaſting Offering, which per- 
teeth for ever thoſe that are ſanctified; nor 
of the Oneneſs and Unity which is between him 
that ſanctifieth, and thoſe that are fancithed ; 
nor of the abiding with him that ſanctifieth, ſo 
as to lin no more; neither is he draton near unto 
God with a true Ilart, ſprinkled from an evi 
Cenſcience; 
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11 | Conſcience , nor is his Body waſhed with pure 
1 | Water. He hath no full Aﬀurance of Faith in 
* IF theſe Things; but rather concludes them un- 
& attainable on this Side the Grave, and ſo is 
g held captive in the Chains of Sin and Satan, 
: and entangled with the Yoke of Bondage, 

and 1n this State inherits Miſery and Darkneſs, 
and 1s a Member of that Church which is full 
of Spots and Wrinkles, Sores and Corrup- 
tions, diſeaſed from the Crown of the Head 
to the Sole of the Foot ; of this Church Chriſt 
is not the Head: Let the Titular Chriſtian 
imagine what he will, he muſt depart among 


the Goats, becauſe he is a Worker of Iniquity. 


VIII. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe- 
/ rience concerning Juſtification, 


HE True Chriſtian believeth the Doctrine 

of Juſtification, and that it immediately 
ſucceeds the Work of Sanfiification : Being Rom. 5. 
juſtified by Faith, even that Faith which is the * 
Gift of God, he witneſſeth Peace with God 
through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : And the Tut Heb, 10. 
lives by Faith. And he is come to the Spirits Ned. 12. 
of juſt Men made perfect, even now in this 23. 
Age, as the True Chriſtian did in former Ages, 
reſtified of in the Holy Scriptures. Now to 


be n. is to be made juſt, by the 
3 0 


if 1 
of that Faith which gives Victory over the 
Unjuſt, and by that Blood which cleanſeth and | 
ſaveth from Wrath to come. And this Juſtifi- 
cation comes not by the Works of the Law; 

Gal. 2. for by that ſhall no Fleſh be juſtified, nor by 

1% Self-works, nor Seit ee but by the 
free Gift of God, which leads through the 
Law, and fulfils it, and deſtroys Self- works, 
and Self - righteouſneſs, and eſtabliſhes good 

Works, and brings in everlaſting Righteouſ- 
neſs, which exceeds the Righteouſneſs of 
Scribes, Phariſees, and Hypocrites ; and herein 
the True Chriſtian ſtands juſtified in the Sight 
of God, who worketh all his Works in him and 

phil. 2. fer him, to will and to do of his own good | 

i . 3. Pleaſure: And none can lay any Thing 10 the 

., Charge of this Elect, whom God juſtifieth. 


The Titular Chriſtian profeſſeth the Doc- 
trine of Juſtification by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus; } 
but it is no more than a bare Profeſſion, 
and his Faith is not the Faith of God's Elect, 
neither is he led into Peace with God by it, 
nor receives Power by it to gain Victory over 
the unjuſt Nature and Spirit that lives in him, 
but imagines an imputative Juſtiſication, and 
applies the Juſtneſs, Righteouſneſs, and Holi. 
neſs of Chriſt, wrought without him, above 
1700 Years ago, unto himſelf, while he is 
unjuſt, unholy, and unrigliteous; z but this 
avails not the Titular Chriſtian at all : Herein 
alſo he deceives himſelf, being not experi- 


mentally 


. Mes. 2 


1 


mentally acquainted with the Blood of Chriſt, 
Z which juſlifieth, waſheth, cleanſeth, and ſaveth 
from Wrath to come, and from that which is 
the Cauſe of it, viz. Sin. And ſo he knows 
not a leading through the Law, which was 


added becauſe of Tranſgreſſion, and hath 
Power over the Tranſgreſſor as long as he 
liveth, unto Chriſt, who was before the Law, 
and before there was any Occaſion for the 
Law, who alone was able to juſtify the Righ- 


& tcous, and condemn the Wicked, whoſe Ways 


are all equal, juſt, and righteous, never con— 
demning the Juſt, nor juſtifying the Wicked; 

and it may be truly ſaid of this Titular 
Chriſtian, as Chriſt ſaid to the covetous 
Phariſees, who derided him, Ye are they which 


JUSTIFY YOURSELVES before Men, ks 


but God knoweth your Hearts ;, for that which is 


highly eſteemed amongſt Men, is Abomination in 
the Sight of God. 


15. 


Now the ſame Spirit that then derided » 


Chriſt, and ſet him at naught, and that then 
ruled in the Hearts of e Phariſees, and 
Hypocrites, and impenitent hard-hearted Jes, 
is, in this Part of the World called Chriften- 
dom, turned Profeſſor of him in Words, and 
teaches him in whom 1t rules to talk of Sal- 


vation and Juſtification by him, though at 


the ſame Time that Spirit lives and rules in 
his Heart, 1% which God looks, and which he 
knoweth, that denieth, deſpiſeth, betrayeth, 
and crucifieth him, even while he pretends to 


E worſhip 


2 


T WD, TO Rf TOPS bowed. oo 


Mark 
15. 19. 


Mat. 2 6. 


49+ 


L383 N 
worſhip him, as the Jews did, who ſmote bin 
on the Head, ſpit upon him, mocked him, and at}: 
the ſame Time bowed their Knees, and worſſup- 
ped him; and as Judas did, who ſaid, Hail 
Maſter, and kiſſed him, and at the ſame Time 
betrayed him. The Nominal or Titular Chriſtian 
is guilty. of the ſame Thing, he living in“ 
that, and daily committing that which ever 
was the Cauſe and Occaſion of all his Suffer- 
ings, viz. Sin. Therefore is he many Times 
convicted, reproved, judged, and condemned 
in his Heart by God's Spirit that ſearcheth it, 


even while his Tongue talks of Juſtification: 


Now to this Spirit of God which ſearchetb 
his Heart, and trieth his Reins, is this Titular | 
Chriſtian counſelled to take heed, and to hear | 
its Judgment concerning him, and with his | 
whole Heart receive the ſame, and by it judge 
all the Flatteries, vain Conceits, Notions, 
Imaginations and Dreams, by which he hath 
been led and deceived, through the Subtilty 
of that grand Enemy the Devil and Satan, 
who will ſuffer his Servants, Children, and 
Slaves, to turn Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, and 
be Chriſtians in Name, and to talk of the 
Goſpel, while he keeps Poſſeſſion of the 
Heart. Let the Titular Chriſtian conſider 
theſe Things before it be too late. 


IX. The 


La n 


E97 


2 
14 


at: 

p- IX. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe- 
w] f rience concerning Baptiſm and the L.oRD's 
20 

„ Supper. 

n 

4 HE True Chriſtian believes and lives 


under the two great Ordinances of 
Chriſt, Baptiſm and the Supper of the Lord in 
the Myſtery : ; and he can give an experi- 
mental Account how he comes to live in the 
 & Enjoyment of theſe Ordinances, even how he 
Z paſſed through the Work of Regeneration, 
3 Mortification, Self-denial, Sanctification, and 
 |F Juſtification, before he comes to be a true 
Subject, and Partaker of theſe Ordinances 
he can tell how the old Mon with his Deeds 
| were put off, and the New Man put on; for 
be that is baptized into Chrift, bath put on Cal. 3. 
Chriſt; not only profeſſed him while the old!“ 
Man was alive, but baptized with the fame 47 
Baptiſm he was baptized with in a Meaſure, 
even with the Holy Ghoſt and Fire, which is 
inward and ſpiritual, and waſheth, cleanſeth, 
and purifieth inwardly and ſpiritually, which 
all the outſide Waſhings and Baptiſms were 
but a Type of; and by this Baptiſm the True 
| Chriſtian is not only waſhed and made clean, 
but kept and preſerved by the ſame clean and 
pure, prepared and made fit to put on the 
E 2 Wedding- 
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John 


20. 
Mark 


14. 25. 
Luke 
14. 15. 


© 
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Things, and drink of the Wine that hel 


6. eats the Fleſh of the Sen of Man, which ' 
53. 55+ 


ſtood Knocking ; and he is now come in unto E 


Rev. z. ſupped with him, and he with him; here is the 


( 40 ] Y 
Wedding - garment, and to ſit at the Table s 
of the Lord, and partake of the Feaſt of fat 


hath prepared, which is the Blood of chef 
New Teſtament, which is Drink indeed, and he | 
Meat indeed, and this is the Supper of ihe E 
Lord; and he cats and drinks worthily, 4i/- 
cerning the Lord's Body, having heard his 
Voice, and opened the Door at which he once 


him, according to his faithful Promiſe, and \ 


Fruit of the Vine drank new in the Kingdom f 
God, and here is the bleſſed Man that eateth 3 
Bread in the Kingdom of God, and ſitteth down | 
therein, being cloathed with his Wedding- || 
garment of fine Linen, and enjoying the effi- 
cacious Virtue of him, which is everlaſting 
Life and Salvation, hungering and thirſting no 
more after the forbidden Fruit, nor after the 
Wine of Sodom, becauſe he hath the ſame Mind 
which was in Chriſt Jeſus, who never hungered 
nor thirſted after thoſe, Things, though tempt- 
ed, yet never tranſgreſſed, but overcame the 
Devil in all his Temptations. 'I his is the State 
and Glory of the True Chriſtian ; this Honour 


have all the Saints, who come to be eitabliſh- 


ed in the Mind of Chriſt; and this Honour 
they had in former Ages, borne witneſs of 
and teſtified in the Holy Scriptures, | is in Store, 


and 


C433 
and laid up for all that love his Appearance, 
and come unto God by him. | 


ne The Tzular Chriſtian ſaith, he owns Chriſt's 
Z Ordinances, and profeſſeth himſelf a Sub- 
i 2 ject of the Baptiſm of Chriſt, and a Gueſt 
at the Lord's Table; but his Profeſſion muſt 
7 be examined, tried, and ſearched; for as in 


_ 
* — 
> 
8 N 


'S Þ other Things, fo in this he muſt not be ſo be- 
'©Þ cauſe he profeſſeth it; this were to judge ac- 
f cording to Appearance, and ſo not righteous 

Judgment; his Account that he gives to prove 


that he is ſo, is as followeth : Firft, as to 
4 Baptiſm, he hath received the Adminiſtration 
of it by Water after one Faſhion or other 
either when he was a Child, he had Water 
ſprinkled upon his Face by the Hand of a 
Prieſt, or plunged all over, it may be ac- 1 
companied with other Ceremonies, as Spittle, ö 
Cream, Salt, Oil, and the Sign of the Croſs; ; 
or otherwiſe, when he grew up to Years of 
Diſcretion, able to receive the Traditions of 
his Forefathers, and to read the Holy Scrip- 
tures, therein he finds that divers were bap- 
tized in Water after they did believe in John's 
| Miniſtry, who was the peculiar Miniſter of 
it, and was a burning and a ſhining Light in 
his Day, and as the Voice of one crying in ; 
the Wilderneſs, Prepare the Way of the Lord, | 
and that Jeſus himſelf was baptized therewith, | 
and that many. others were baptized, not only 
| by John, but allo by the Diſciples and Apoſtles 
3 E 3 of 


1 
of Jeſus. Now this Reader, it may be in the 
Tenderneſs and Simplicity of his Spirit, 55 
Veil being over his Heart when he reads, 
ready to conclude, Surely this is an Ordi. 
nance of Chriſt, this is Chriſt's Baptiſm, and 
it I will be his Diſciple, I muſt be a Subject 
of it; if I would be counted a Believer, I 
muſt alſo be baptized with Water, or elic I 
cannot be ſaved; and ſo this Reader, his Eye 
being abroad, and being ignorant of that 
Head, in which the wiſe Man's Eye ſtands, 
and not diſcerning the Times and Seaſons, 
and the divers Diſpenſations of God towards 
Mankind fince the Fall, nor perceiving the End 
of. them, lays hold of the Shadow and Figure 
inſtead of the Subſtance, and gets Poſſeſſion 
of the Shell inſtead of the Kernel, his Body 
waſhed, though not with the pure Water of 
the Word, his Outſide baptized with out- 
ward Water, and then accounts himſelf a 
Subject, and Partaker of Chriſt's Ordinance : 
But herein the Titular Chriſtian of all Sorts is 
deceived; for notwithſtanding his Teachers 
tell him, that he entered within the Pale of 
the Church; and was made a Member of 


cChriſt, when he was ſprinkled with Water in 


his Infancy ; and the other, when of Under- 
ſtanding to imitate others, I ſay, herein he 
deceiveth himſelf, and is deceived, becauſe 
he ſti]] remains ignorant of the one Baptiſm, 
which waſheth and cleanſeth the Inſide, puri— 
fieth the Heart, and ſprinkles the Conſcience 
9 from 


I 


ne from dead Works, of which all the outſide 

he Þ Sprinklings, Waſhings, and Baptiſms that 

is Þ ever were appointed of God, or practiſed of LY 

i- holy Men, were but a Figure or Type: And | 

d Þ the True Chriſtian ſticks not, nor remains in 

any of them; but it is a great Myſtery to tell 

the Titular Chriſtian of being baptized with this 

one Baptiſm, which is the Baptiſm of Chriſt, 

under the Term of Holy Ghoſt and Fire, 

though he may read that Chriſt foretold, that 

even thoſe that were Partakers of John's 

Paptiſm, which was the greateſt of outward 

Baptiſms, ſhould be baptized with the Holy 

Ghoſt and Fire: And John ſaid, I indeed bap- Mat. 3. 

tize with Water, unio Repentance ; but he that . 

cometh after wie, is mightier than I, whoſe Shoes 

am not worthy to bear, he ſhall baptize with 

the Holy Gheſt and with Fire, whoſe Fan is in his 

Hand, and he will throughly purge his Floor, and 

gather his I teat into the Garner, but he will burn 

up the Chafj with unquenchable Fire, I his the 

True Chriſtian witneſſed fulfilled in the primi— 

tive Times; and now is Partaker of the ſame, 

teing baptized into Chriſt, hath put him on, Gal. 3. 

being baptized into his Death, is buried with Ci. 2. 

him in Baptiſm , ana this Baptiſm being one, 12, 

brings all that are Partakers of it, of what 

Nation or Country ſoever, Lend or free, into £Y 

one Body, into Oneneſs of Heart, and Mind, 

and Spirit, as Paul teſtified to the Corinthians : 

For ly one Spirit we are all boptized into one 

Body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whe- 1 Cor. 
ER they 12 13. 
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ther ebe be bond or free, and have been all made 


to drink into one Spirit. 


This bleſſed Oneneſs 


and Unity, is the Fruit and Effect of the one 


true Baptiſm of Chriſt Jeſus. 


Theſe Things the Titular Chriſtian can read 
of in the Holy Scriptures, which the True 


Chriſtians were Witneſſes of: 


But till the 


Veil of the Covering be rent and taken away 


from off his Heart, 


and he truly turned unto 


the Lord, and becomes ſenſible of the Ope- 
ration of his Spirit, as a Tanner, as a Purger, 
as a Gatherer of the M heat in the Garner, and 
as a Fire to burn up the CHa, till he knows 


this working in his own Heart, he remains 


in Death and Darkneſs, and only talks of 


Heavenly 7. Pings, lives in the FEarthly, 


and 


boaſts of Chriſt's Ordinance of Baptiſm, but 
is a Stranger to it, and ſticks in the Outſide 
and Shadow, and abides in the outward Court 
which is trodden under Foot of the Gentiles, 
and cries up the Temple of the Lord and his 
Ordinances, but dwells not therein, nor is a 


living Witneis or Member thereof. 


And concerning the Lord's Supper, the Titu- 


lar Chriſtian proteſſeth himſelf a Gueſt 


re- 


pared to fit at the Table, and to eat of the 


Dainties that he hath prepared; but the Maſter 
of the Feaſt hath appeared, and taken Notice 


of his Gueſt, 
his Children, 


and hath given an Eye alſo to 
to ſee beyond the outſide Ap- 
pearance and Profeſſion; and the Day of Trial 


and 


4 


and Manifeſtation is come, and the 77!u/ar 
> © Chriſtian muſt be examined, whether he ſits 
at the Table of the Lord, and eats of his 

} Fleſh, and drinks of his Blood; or on the 

; contrary, whether he only profeſſeth it, and 
crowdeth himſelf in unprepared, without his 
Wedding-garment, and catcheth at a Shadow, 

and teedeth upon Huſks, and is as one that 
dreameth he eateth, but when he awakes, is 
hungry; therefore how doth he demonſtrate 
that he is a Partaker of this Supper? Why, 

he hath received by Tradition, or findeth it 
written in the Holy Scriptures, That the ſame 
Night that Chriſt was betrayed, he took Bread 
and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave to his 
Diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, this is my Body, 
wwich is given for you, do this in Remembrance 

of me; and alſo the Cup, ſaying, This Cup is 
that New Teſtament in my Blood, which is ſhed 
for you, this do as often as ye drink in Remem- 
brance of me; and Paul ſaith, So often as ye eat 

this Bread, and drink this Cup, you ſhew forth 

the Lord's Death till he come. This was to the 
Diſciples, and was in itſelf but a Repreſenta- 
tion and Figure of that which is Meat indeed, 
and Drink indeed, which Paul principally aim- 


ed at, which at Chriſt's ſecond Appearance 
without Sin unto Salvation, his Saints and 
Diſciples were Partakers of: But the Titular 
Chriſtian before he hath approved himſelf a 
Diſciple of Jeſus, and before he hath followed 
him one Step in the Work of Regeneration, 

begins 
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begins to imitate what he finds was practiſed 
by Chriſt and his Diſciples, though not in 
the ſame Spirit, nor to the ſame End,; one Sort 
gets Bread and Wine, and conſecrates it, as 
he ſaith, and then imagines it immediately 
tranſubſtantiated, or changed, into the rea! Fleſh 
and Blood of Chriſt ; this is a great and ſtrong 
Deluſion indeed, contrary to his outward 
Senſes, which are able to try outward T hings, 
for the very Bread and Wine 1o conſecrated, 
remain of the very ſame Quality, Nature, and 
Form as before, and as ſubject to decay, mould, 
and corrupt, and be eaten by Vermin, as any 
other Bread and Wine of the ſame Kind. 

Another Sort, not quite ſo much beſotted 
in this Thing, bleſſeth Bread and Wine after 
his Manner, and looks. upon 1t as Bread and 
Wine after his Bleſſing is beſtowed upon it, 
eating and drinking of it, ſome after one 
Manner, and ſome after another, calling it 
A bleſſed Sacrament ; one will eat it before 
Dinner, another after Supper; one ſtanding, 
another kneeling, another fitting, and do not 
look upon it as real Fleſh and Blocd, but a 
Repreſentation, Type, or Figure, or ſomething 


which ought to be partaken of in Remem- _ 


brance of Chriſt till he comes. But in all 
_ theſe Things the Titalar Chriſtian deceives 
himſelf, and indeed hath no Part in the 
one, nor in the other, in the true Figure, 
nor in the Subtance, And notwithſtanding 
his outward Mouth cats and drinks outward 

Bread 


State he hath no Part in the precious Promiſes, 


J 
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Bread and Wine, which comes from beneath, 


and is the Fruit of the Earth, his inward Man 


pines and hungers for want of partaking of 
that living Bread which comes down from 
Heaven; and is wholly a Stranger to that 
Fleſh which is Meat indeed, and to that Blood 
which 1s Drink indeed ; and puts the Coming 
of the Lord far off; and is wholly ignorant 
not only of him, but of the Manner of his 
Coming alſo, and of the very Door of Con- 
ſcience at which he ſtands knocking, and ſo 
doth not open unto him, but openeth to a 
Stranger, and entertaineth his Enemy, and 
giveth Place and Obedience to that which oc- £2} 
caſioned all his Sufferings, to wit, Sin, and 
the Author of it; this is to fit at the Table 
of Devils, eating of the forbidden. Fruit; in this row 
no Right nor Title in Chriſt nor his Ordi- 
nances, much being to do before all Things are A 
prepared, and made ready for the laſt Supper : 
And before this Titular Chriſtian is made fit to 
ſit at the Table with him, or ſtand upright in 


| his Preſence z and before he knows him to 


make his Abode with him, and to ſup with 


him, as he hath promiſed, and as the True 


Chriſtian in tormer Ages, and now 1n this Age 


enjoyeth, who did and doth witneſs eternal 


Life abiding in him: For he that eateth his Job f 
Fleſh, and drinketh his Blood, hath eternal Life, 33, 5% 
and dwelleth in him, and be in him, 5 58. 


This 


148 
This the T7itular Chriſtian cannot receive 
nor underſtand, no more than the Jews did; 
this he ſtumbleth at, and goeth backward, 
murmureth and taketh Offence at, as ſome 
of old did, when Chriſt was ſpeaking of the 
Bread which came down from Heaven, which, 


who eat of, ſhould live for ever, many of his 
own Diſciples ſaid, This is a hard Saying, who | 


can hear iu? And fo murmured, and went 
backward, and walked no more with him, 
Theſe, though they heard his many gracious 
Words, and ſaw his mighty Works and 


Miracles wrought before their carnal Eyes 
and Ears, yet they ſaw not him, as he was 
the mighty Power of God, nor heard him, as 


Peter did, who ſaid, when he aſked the 


Twelve, Will ye leave me alſo * Maſter, o 
whom ſhall we go Thou haſt the Words of 


eternal Life; and we believe and know thou 
art Chriſt, the Son of the living God. This 
Knowledge, Chriſt ſaid, was revealed unto him, 
not by Fleſh and Blood, but by his Heavenly 
Father. 

Now the Titular Chriſtian denies Revelation, 
the only Means of all true Knowledge ; and 
ſo in his carnal Imaginations, and exalted 
Mind above the Croſs of Chriſt, glories in the 
Fleſh, and prides himſelf with what Fleſh and 
Blood hath taught him, and revealed unto 


87 him; and cries up Natural Bread, and Natural 


Wine, and a Natural Supper, which teeds the 
Natural Man, and remains a Stranger to that 


Bread 
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Bread which cometh down from Heaven, and 
to the Wine of the Kingdom, to the Supper 
of the Lord, and to his Table which is richly 
U ſpread; and derides the True Chriſtian, who 
| | poſſefleth and enjoyeth theſe Things. And 
this is the Cauſe, that notwith tanding the 
= Tituler Chriſtian eats ever ſo often of this out- 
ward Bread, and drinks this outward Cup, 
= which he in his Ignorance calls, The Supper of 
the Lord, he hungers and thirſts again, even [ 
after the forbidden Fruit, and after the Wine 
of Sodom and Egypt, and drinks down Tniquity £4 
as the Ox drinketh Water: And ſo, in the 
End, notwithſtanding his Notions and Pro- 
feſſion of the Supper "of the Lord, and Eating 
at his Table, his Soul 1s hard beſtead with 
Hunger, and pines for Thirſt, and labours 
ns very Vanity, ſowing the Wind, and reap- 
ing the Whirl-wind of the Wrath of God. 
This is the State of all the Titular Chriſtians 


upon the Face of the Earth, of what Name 
or Sect ſoever. 


X. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Evpe- 


rience concerning the Univerſal Love of God 
towards all Mankind, 


HE True Chriſtian believes, that the 

Love of God is univerſal unto all Man- 1 

ha; that hisGrace, which bringeth Salvation, ” | 
F 


| hath {| 


- 
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hath appeared and doth appear unto all Men; 

that he hath given a Manifeſtation of his Spirit 
to every Man to profit withal; even to the 
Rebellious; that God ſo loved the World that 
he hath given his only begotten Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 


but have everlaſting Life; and that he is the 
true Light, that lighteth every Man coming 


into the World; that this Light is ſaving 


and ſufficient to lead all Mankind, that love | 


it and walk in it, to him from whence it 


comes, where they may inherit Life and Sal- f 


vation. God wills not the Death of him that 


dies, neither doth he deſire the Death of a Sin- 


ner, but rather that he would turn and live; 

his Call is to all Men every where to repent ; 

and there is a Poſſibility that all Men may hear bis 
Voice, repent, and may partake of his univer- 
ſal Love, and be ſaved by his Grace, which 
hath appeared, and profit by the Manifeſta- 
tion which he hath given, and be guided out 
of Rebellion by his good Spirit, and to believe 
in him, which ſaves trom periſhing, and gives 
ever laſting Life. Theſe Things are called 
for, and exhorted to throughout the Holy 
Scriptures ; 3 and there is a Polbbility to obey 


them; otherwiſc all is in vain, the Call to all 


in vain, the Appearance of Grace to all in 
vain, the Gift and Maniteſtation of the Spirit 
to every one in vain, and the Shining of the 
Light in vain, if Men may not obey it, and 
walk in il. So Man's Deſtruction is of himlelf, 

and 
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and his Sores remain uncured, and his Sout 
unredeemed; not becauſe there is no Balm in 
Gilead, or becauſe the Arm of the Lord is 
Z ſhortened, or his Love abated ; neither be- 


cauſe he hath decreed any Man's Deſtruction: 
from Eternity; but becauſe Men will not 
make uſe of the Balm, nor be gathered by his 
Arm, that 1s ſtretched out all the Day long, 
even to the Rebellious, to fave them, nor re- 
ceive that Love that daily is tendered : Their 
Eye 1s blind, and their Souls poor, miſerable, 
and naked ; not becauſe he hath not Eye- 
ſalve, fine Linen, and Treaſures of Wiſdom: 
and Knowledge to furniſh them withal ; but 
becauſe Men are taken up with other Things, 
and have no Mind to [purchaſe Gold tried in 
the Fire, nor White Raiment to be cloathed : 
The forbidden Fruit ſeems more beautiful 
and lovely to deſire, the Enemy having drawn 
out Man's Mind to look after it, he turns his 
Back upon the other ; then his Eye 1s blind- 
ed, and his Ear ſtopped ; then he cannot ſee 
the Glory of God to ſurpaſs the Beauty and 
Glory of all Things viſible and inviſible, 
nor delight in the hearing of his Voice and 
obeying it; but his ſtolen Water is ſweet, and 


the forbidden Fruit is pleaſant to Man in this 


blind, deaf, and dead Eſtate, wherein he walks 
in the broad Way, and falls into every Tempt- 


ation, Bait, and Snare of the Enemy, that old 


Serpent, who, having. drawn him thus far, 


takes him Captive at his Pleaſure, Thus en- 
F 2 W 
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tlered Sin in the Beginning, and thus it increafeth, | 


end thus the Enemy prevaileth. | 
Now, no Man in this Eſtate can open that | 
Eye which was blinded through Trantgreſſion, 
nor unſtop that Ear, nor fave and deliver him- | 
ſelf out of the Hand of his Enemy, which | 
holds him in ſore Captivity. Therefore, here- | 
in is the univerſal Love of God manifeſt, that 
he hath laid Help upon one that is mighty, 
that is able to ſave to the uttermoſt; that 
he hath appointed and prepared a Seed that is 
able to bruiſe the Serpent's Head; and that 
he hath ſown this good and powerful Seed in 
the Hearts of all Men, in the bad Ground 
as well as in the good; and that he hath | 
cauſed his Light to ſhine in the Hearts of - 
all, though in Darkneſs; and his Rain to fal!“ 
upon all, Juſt and Unjuſt; and to call upon 
all Men every where; to follow Mankind, 
who is run from him by Tranſgreſſion, and hid 
himſelf among the Trees, and "covered himſelf 
with the Fig- tree Leaves, and to meet with 
him in the Cool of the Day; and to reaſon 
with him, reprove, correct, and chaſtiſe him, 
in order to do him Good, if he will hearken 
to his Voice, and turn at his Reproot ; and be 
gathered by his Arm, which 1s ſtretched out 
to ſave him; which, it he doth, he ſhall not 
miſs of Salvation : But if he ſtops his Ear, 
hardens his Heart, and continues in Rebellion, 
and refuſeth to be reconciled, his Deſtruction 
| is 


1 LT 
is of himſelf, and God will' be juſt when he 
Jjudgeth. 


XI. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe- 
rience concerning the Doclrine of Election and 
EAT OTE: 


4 ZLeHlion and Reprobation ſtand in the two 
Seeds, called, The Seed of the Woman, 
and the Seed of the Serpent; and all Mankind 
are Partakers of the one or of the other, as £Þ 
either of theſe two Seeds grows up in them, 
and as they grow up in the one, or in the 
other, or join to the one, or to the other; 
and are born of the one, which is 1ncorrup- 
tible, or of the other, which 1s corruptible. 
And this Seed, which is incorruptible, and 
hath remained pure throughout all Genera- 
tions, is that in which all Nations are bleſſed, aas 3. 
as they come to be born of it. And this 25 
is it unto which all the Promiſes of God 
are Yea and Amen, which was not made unto: 
Seeds, as of many, as Paul ſaith, 2 
of the Seed of Abraham, but of one Seed, Gal. 3. 
which is Chriſt; and they that are Chriſt's, * 
are Abraham's Seed, and Heirs by Promiſe. 
And the Election, or Choice of God, ſtands in 
this Seed, and all the Heavenly Bleſſings, and 
Evangelical Promiſes, come to be enjoyed and 
13 inherited 
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inherited by Mankind through Faith in this 


Seed, through the growing up of it in them, | 


and through the knowing it to remain in them, I ; 


and become the greateit of all Seeds, ſtop- 

ping the Growth of the Seed of the Serpent, 
bruiſing his Head, and cauſing his whole 
Body to languiſh and die; and through the 
knowing this Seed become fo powertul in F 
them, as to poſſeſs the Gates of its Enemies. 


With this Seed, and with all that are born of 1 


it, God's Election ſtands ſure, and his Cove- 
nant is kept with it for ever; whom he loves 
here, he loves to the End; and all that love 
this Seed, he will be their God, and they ſhall 
be his People; and thoſe are the Elect, which 
can never be deceived, nor the Gates of Hell 
prevail againſt. 
And the Tue Chriſtian, who is born of this 
incorruptible Seed, obeys Peter's Exhortation, 
Giving Diligence to make his Calling and Elec- 
tion ſure; adding to his Faith, Virtue, and to 


| Virtue, Knowledge ; and to Knowledge, Tempe- 


rance; and to Temperance, Patience; and to 
Palience, Godlineſs, and to Godlineſs, Brotherly- 
kindneſs ; aud to Brotherly - kindneſs, Charity: 
And as he doth theſe Things, he ſhall never fall, 
but have an Entrance miniſtred abundantly into 


the everlaſting Kingdom of his Lord and Saviour 


Feſus Chriſt. And he lays aſide all Malice, and 
all Guile, and Hypocrifies, and Envies, and all 
Evil-ſpeakings, and becomes as a new-born Babe, 
defiring the ſincere Milk of the Word, that be 
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may grow more and more, aud increaſe with 
the Increaſe of Gea thereby, until he grows up 
in the promiſed Sced, in which his Calling and 
Election ftands, unto the Unity of the Faith, and 


F the Knowl:dge of the Sen of God, unto a per- 


fe? Man, unto the Aleaſure of the Stature of 


= be Fulneſs of Chriſt, grewing up in him in all 


Tig, cobich is the Head, even Ciriſt, This 


is the Mark of the high Calling of God in 


Chriſt Jeſus, and theſe are the Marks, To- 
kens and Signs, Fruits and Effects, which 
attend and accompany all thoſe that are born 
of this incorruptꝭble Seed, in which their Elec- 
tion ſtands, in, through, and by which their 
Calling and Election is made ſure. And the 
True Chriſtian, who is thus elected, and born 
of this Seed, hath not only the Witneſs in 
himſelf, and the Spirit of God bearing Witneſs 


1555 ſealing to his Spirit, that he is a Child of LP 


but the Fruit of this Seed alſo ſhews itſelf 
AY and appears, that Men may ſee and 
behold it, and glorify his Father which is in 


Heaven. 


Now the Reprobation ſtands in the Seed of 
the Serpent, and all that are born of it, are 
born of Fleſh and Blood, and of the Will of 
Man, and not of the Will of God, ner by 
Promiſe; and in whomſoever this Seed grows 
up, Enmity increaſeth in them againſt the Seed 
of the Woman, againſt the promiſed Secd, 
and all the Children of it; hence aroſe Cain's 
. Iſhmael*s Mocking, and Eſau's Rage, 


and 
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and is continued in that Generation or Birth, 
down to this Age: This is that Birth that 1s 
born after the Fleſh, which always did, and 
doth to this Day, periecute him that is born 
after the Spirit; this is he that was grown a 
great Bragon in Jorn's Day, which perſecuted 
the li omon that brought forih the Man Child, 
and that went to make War with the Remnant 
of her Seed, which hept the Commandments 0 
God, and have the Teſtimony of Feſus. And he 
15 the ſame at this Day, and his Wrath, En- 
mity and Work 1s the lame in the Hearts and 
Hands of all Mankind, in whom this Seed of 
the old Serpent hath taken Root, and grows 
up: This is the Seed of the Wicked that fhall 
be cut off, and of evil Doers that ſhall never be 
renowned , and all that are joined to it, and 
become Children of it, are reprobate to every 
good Word and Work, and go upon their 
Bellies, and Duſt is their Meat, and they 
dwell upon the Earth, where the Woe is, and 
where the Devil 1s come down among them, 
and they walk upon that Ground that is curſed, 
and inhabit the dark Corners thereof, and 
they hate the Light, and are reprobate from 
the Preſence of God, and from the Glory 
of his Power, Children of Diſobedience and 

Wrath, in whom the old Ser- 


Marks of pent rules, and holds them 


Reprobation. in ſore Captivity; and as in 
25 this State of Reprobation they 
abide, they are Children of the Devil, and 


his 
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his Luſt they do, his Servants and Slaves they 


are, and cannot ceaſe from Sin, nor enjoy the 


many glorious Promiſes made to the Seed of 
the Woman, nor know the Serpent's Head in 
them bruited by it, nor the great red Dragon 
chained, being reprobate from that Faith which 
gives Victory over him. 

But out of this Eitate of Reprobation and 


deep Pit of Milery, wherein a 


great Part of Mankind 1s held, A Poſſibility 
the Teſtimony of the True Chriſ- that the Re- 
lian is, that God hath appoint- probate may 
ed a Means of Deliverance, Sal- become Eleft. 
vation and Redemption; there 

is, during the Day of Viſitation, a Poſſibility 
of being born again of the other Seed, the in- 
corruptible Seed, wherein the Election ſtands z 
Children of Diſobedience and Wrath may 
become Children of God, and partake of his 
Grace and Mercy, and witneſs Redemption 
from the Earth, and the curſed Ground with 
its curſed Fruit burned up by the Spirit of 


Judgment and Burning; and the Seed of the 


Serpent may be rooted out of the Heart of 
Man, though it hath grown there long, and 
filled it with its Fruit; and the good Seed of 
the Kingdom may ſpring up and grow there; 
and every Thorn, Briar, Thiſtle, and Plant, 
which hindereth its Growth, may be pulled up, 


which the Heavenly Father hath not planted ; 
and they that have borne the Earthly Image, 


may bear the Heavenly; and thoſe that 


have 
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have yielded their Members Servants to Un- 
righteouſneſs, may yield them Servants to Þ 
Righteouſneſs ; and thoſe that are fooliſh, 
may become wiſe ; thoſe that are diſobedient 
and deccived, may become obedient and unde- 
ceived ; thoſe that ſerve divers. Luſts and Plea- 
ſures, and live in Malice and Envy, hateful, | 
and hating one another, may come to witneſs 


Victory over, and Redemption from all theſe | 


Things; and this True Chriſtian's Teſtimony | 
is plentifully borne Witneſs to in the Holy 
* Scriptures, as Paul wrote to Titus, ſaying, Ne 
ourſetves were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, deceiv- 4 
ed, ſerving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, living in 
Malice and Envy, hateful, and hating one another : || 
Theſe were all the Fruits and Effects of the 
evil Seed; theſe were all Fruits of the Ground 
that 1s curſed ; and in this Eſtate they were 
reprobate concerning the Faith, and Children 
of Wrath as well as others: But, ſaith he, 
after the Kindneſs and Love of God our Saviour 
toward Man appeared; not by Works of Righte- 
ouſneſs which we have done, but according to his 
Mercy he ſaved us, by the Waſhing of Regenera- 
tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, which he 
ſhed on us abundantly x uh Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Saviour. So in the Kindneſs, Love, and free 
Mercy of God, by the Waſhing of Regenera- 
tion, or New Birth, they become tranſplanted 
out of the old into the new, out of the Seed 
of the Serpent into the Seed of the Woman, 
out ot the reprobate State into the choſen and 
elected 
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elected State; taken out of the wild Olive, 
and planted or graited into the 7rue Vine that 
brings forth Fruit, which glads the Heart of God 


and Man: And he is ready to do the ſame 


in this Age for all that love his Appearance, 


and hearken to his Voice, and obey it, and 
ſhut their Ears againſt the Voice of the Ser- 
pent, which 1s poſſible to be done : Thele ſhall 
enjoy God's Salvation, and partake of his 
Love and Kindneſs, which the Saints enjoyed 
in former Ages, and do in this Age, and is 


freely tendered: to all, for their everlaſting 
Good. For God hath not, as ſome Titular 
[5 Chriſtians affirm, predeſtinated or fore-ordained 
the greateſt Part of Mankind, or any Part, to 
# everlaſting Perdition, nor made any fixed De- 


cree, that ſo many, and no more, ſhall be 


| ſaved, and all the reſt damned, and that this 


Decree was eſtabliſhed before Mankind was 


brought forth, without having Reſpe& to 
either Good or Evil that they ſhould do. 


This is a Doctrine that is accurſed, and 


\ contrary to the Goſpel or Glad-tidings of Peace 


and Reconciliation, and inconfiitent with all 


the Diſpenſations of God's Love towards loſt 
Man, ever ſince he obeyed the Voice of the 


Serpent, and his Seed grew up in him, and 


ever ſince the Devil got his. Seat and Domi- 


nion in Man, all which nave been in order to 


break his Yower. and diſpoſſeſs him, caſt him 


forth, and ſpoil bis Zoods, and to {ſweep and 


Barnim dhe Houſe, and furniſh it again with 


Heavenly 


60 ] 

Heavenly Goods, as it was before the Devil 
and his Goods entered, and as it was before 
the evil Seed was ſown in Man's Heart, and 
before he entered into Temptation, or eat of 
F the forbidden Fruit; this hath been the End 
it of tlie Lord in all his Promiſes, Appearances, i 
i and Diſpenſations, before the Law, and under 
ix the Law, and in the Days of the evangelical 
Prophets, who ſaw and propheſied of glorious 
Things, which God would bring to paſs for 
the univerſal Good of Mankind; for Iſaiah ſaw 
that Day in which the I ord with his lore, great 
1. 6 and ſtrong Sword, ſhould puniſb Leviathan the || 
s piercing Serpent, even Leviathan that crooked Ser- 
pent, and flay the Dragon that is in the Sea ; and | 

he ſaw that the Abundance of the Sea ſhould be 
converted, and the Forces of the Gentiles ſhould | 
come unto him, whom God hath appointed to be | 
his Salvation to the Ends of the Earth; and he 
ſpake of a Time wherein the Lord would 
gather all Nations and Tongues to come and 
ſee his Glory, which he had given for a Light 
to the Gentile, and for the Glory of his People 
Dan. 9. Iſrael, to finiſh Tranſgreſſion, and make an End 
e Sin, and bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
cs g. 70 deftroy the Devil and his Works, to repair 
12. © the Breach, and reſtore Paths to dwell in, even 
Paths of Holineſs, wherem the wayfaring Man, 
though a Fool, cannot err; this is the End or 
£7 Subſtance of all the Diſpenſations of God; 
and many have been, and are living Wit- 
1 neſſes of the ſame, and no Man is exempted 
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by any Decree of God from the Enjoyment 

of theſe Things, 
And all thoſe Babel Builders, and blind 

Guides, which ſet up and miniſter this Kind 

of Doctrine, that God hath pre-ordained how 


many Perſons ſhall be ſaved, and how many 


damned, if People were not as ignorant and 
as blind as themſelves, their Trade would 
quickly be ſpoiled and come to an End, and 
no Body would employ them ; for if there 

be a fixed Decree from all Eternity how many 
ſhall be ſaved, and how many damned, and 
that neither the one nor the other by all the 
Good and Eyvil they can do, are able to alter 
this determinate Counſel ; then altogether in 
vain is it for People to hire ſuch Builders, 


who ſay before-hand, their Tower will never 
| convey any to Heaven, who are not deſigned 


to go thither without it, or to maintain ſuch 
unprofitable Talkers and Babblers, when they 
can neither make them better nor worſe, nor 
bring one Soul to Salvation that 1s not deter- 


1 mined and decreed already to be ſaved, nor 


direct one Soul how he may eſcape Hell, that 


{ ſhall not eſcape it without their Directions: 


Theſe: are unprofitable and vain Talkers in- 


# deed, and Meſſengers of miſerable Tidings, | 


that preach this Doctrine of Devils in the 
World, the Fruit and Effect of which runs 
many a poor Soul upon one of theſe deſperate 
Rocks, diſſolute Deſpair, or implicit imaginary 


Security. 
| 6-5 Much 


| e | 

Much might be ſaid to ſhew the Groflneſs 
aud Abſurdneſs of this kind of Doctrine; but 
mtending Brevity and a Hint at Things, and 
hoping the Light of the glorious Goſpel, that 
now ſhines, and is broken forth in the Hearts 


of Thouſands and ten Thouſands, will diſ- 


perſe this groſs Darkneſs, and cauſe this de- 
ſtructive pernicious Doctrine to vaniſh away, 
eſpecially in this Nation of England, before 
this Age is worn out: I ſay, Fo theſe two 
Reaſons I forbear to enlarge, with a Breathing | 
to the Lord, that People may come to know 
the fallow Ground ploughed up, and the hard 
(Clods broken, and their Hearts made tender 
and honeſt, that the good Seed of the King- 
dom, wherein the Election ſtands, may ſpring 
and grow up, and bear Fruit in them to ever- | 
laſting Lite, and the Seed of the Serpent root- | 
ed out, and he and all his Works deſtroyed : 

This is the glorious Liberty which the whole 
Creation groans for, and ſome already enjoy : 
Praiſes to God for ever, whoſe Love ex- 
tends to all, whoſe Arm 1s ſtretched out to 


help all, whoſe Scepter of Salvation is held 


forth to all, whoſe Deſire is, that all may 
come to the Knowledge of his Truth, and be 
ſaved. This is the Teſtimony of God, and 
of thoſe righteous Men that knew him in 


former Ages, who were born of the incor- 


ruptible Seed, and is the Teſtimony of the 
Righteous in this Age; and the contrary is 
the Teſtimony of the Enemy of God and Man, 
| | that 
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that old Serpent and his Children, who are 
born of the Seed of it, and their Fruit is the 
Off-ſpring of the Adulterer and the Whore, 
whom God will judge. This is the Word of 


Truth to all whom it may concern. 


XII. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe- 
Lience concerning Temptation. 


75 M ES ſaith, Bleed is the Man that t en- james 
dureth Temptation , for, when be is tried, 1, 4. 
he ſhall receive the Crown of Life, which the 
Lord hath promiſed to them that love him. Let 

no Man ſay, when he is tempted, he is tempted 
of God; for God cannot be tempted with Evil, 

neither tempteth he any Man; but every Man 
is tempted toben be is drawn away of his own 

Luſt, and enticed. 


Now the True Chriſtian is a Witneſs of this 


| Saying of James, having found the Bleſſed- 


neſs that follows the enduring Temptation, 
and received the Earneſt of the Crown of 
Life: And he truly and experimentally know- 
eth, that God cannot be tempted with Evil, 
becauſe that Heavenly Light and Grace, and 
Manifeſtation of the Holy Spirit, which he 
is Partaker of, and endued withal, and is of 
God, cannot be tempted with Evil, not be 
prevailed upon to r or take Pleaſure 

2 In 


[ 64] 


in any Unrighteouſneſs ; and this good and 


perfect Gift of God, which cannot be tempted Þ 


with Evil, nor tempteth no Man, being rectiv. 


ed, believed in, and entertained in the. Heart, q 
that which enabled the Righteous in all chem 4 
to endure Temptation, and doth enable them 7 


in this Age: And all thoſe that know not, 
receive not, believe not in this good and per. g 


feet Gift of God, given and Tent into chef 
World, to Sinners as well as Saints, theyP 


cannot, nor are able to endure Temptation; . 


but are led away of their Luſts, and enticed, 
and fall into Temptation, for want of Faith | 
in the Gift and Power of God, which is as| 
near them as the Temptation, and able and 


ready to deliver them, if they would regard 1 it 
and obey it 


Now, the Ground of all Temptations is 
within, the Luſts that lead away, are within z 
the Light which diſcovers them, and the 
Grace which is ſufficient, and the Spirit which 
mortifies the Luſts, muſt be alſo known 


within, where the Temptations riſe and attend 


Mankind, even the Righteous for a Time, -and 
divers outward Objects alſo may preſent, in 
order to draw out and allure the Mind to 


Join with them, and to entertain them : But 


neither the Temptations within nor without 


can prevail, until the Light is diſregarded, the 


Appearance of Grace ſlighted, and the Spirit 
of God deſpiſed, and the Mind Joiged to the 
Tempter and Temptation, 


Now, 
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Now, it is no Sin to be tempted, but to 
enter into the Temptation. No Man was ever 
condemned becauſe tempted, or becauſe evil 
Motions and Temptations did ariſe in him, 
and preſent themſelves, if he entered not into 
them, nor give Place to them, nor joined 
with them in his Mind, nor ſuffered his 


Members to obey them; but kept in the 
Light, Grace, and Spirit of God, by which 


he reſiſted them, and the Author of them, 
and made him flee: This is the bleſſed Man 


that endureth Temptations. 

So though Temptations are evil and ſinful 
in themſelves, and did at ſome Times attend 
the Righteous in all Ages, and do at this 
Day; yet if they give no Place nor Conſent 
to them, nor obey them, but by the Light © 
and Spirit of God judge them, and walk in 
the Light which diſcovers them, and the evil 
Tendency of them, and are preſerved from 
Joining to them, they are no Sinners becauſe 
tempted ; as for Inſtance, to ſpeak. but to a 
low State, if any are troubled with' unclean- 
and vain Thoughts, and tempted with dark. 
unlawful Imaginati- 


EE a ˙’ errant eith 


ons, which in them- 
ſelves are evil and 
* ſinful ; yet if they 


by the Light and 


Spirit of God judge 
them, and give no 
Place or Obedience 


1 


* Theſe will lodge 
in that Fleſh in which 
dwells no good Thing,, 


till it and its Habitation 


be mortified,. and re- 
moved, which is to be 
known, even while tbe 

Earthen: 
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Earthen Veſſel remain- to them, but wait toi 


eth, that holds the Hea- fee the Ground thereof 
venly Treaſure. 


removed, they do that 
which is right in the 
Sight of the Lord, and are no Sinners: So if 
tempted to uſe any Member of the Body, to 
ſpeak or do any Evil; as, the Tongue, to lie, 
fatter, or diſſemble, or ſpeak perverſe Things; 
or the Hand, to do Violence to any Man; or 
the Feet, to run to do Miſchief; if theſeFÞ 
Members are not yielded up to ſerve and] 
obey theſe Temptations, thoſe ſo tempted are} 
no Tranſgreſſors; but are Witneſſes of that 
Prayer, and the Effect of it, which Chrift 
taught his Diſciples, Lead us not, or let us 
not be led into Temptation, but deliver us from 
Evil. | e 
Chriſt Jeſus was attended with divers great 
Temptations, and the old Serpent, that de- 
ceived the firſt Adam, was very bold with 
him, and carried him 
* Let him that read- from“ Place to Place, 
en, underſtand. from the Walderneis 
88 to the holy City, from 
thence to the Pinnacle of the Temple, and 
then to an exceeding high Mountain, and 
Mewed him all the Kingdoms of the World, 
and the Glory of them, with a Promiſe, he 


would give them all "to him, if be would fall 


down and worſhip him : But he, ſtanding in the 


Power of his Father, gave no Place to him, 
but rebuked him, and reſiſted him in all his 


Tempta- 
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Temptations, and overcame him. Now it is 


ſaid, Whilſt the Time of Temptation laſted he Luke 4. 


eat nothing, and when it was ended, be after- 
wards hungered , and when the Devil departed, 
Angels miniſtered unto him : 
of the ſecond Adam, that never fell though 
tempted to fall, eat no forbidden Fruit though 
tempted to eat; neither did he hunger, in 
the Time of Temptation, after it; nor gave 
Place to the Lies of the old Serpent, that 
allured and deceived the firſt Adam thereby, 
and ſubjected him under Hope of enjoying a 
better Eftate than that wherein God had placed 
him. Thus he fell into the Depth of Miſery : 
firſt by letting out a Deſire after the Plea- 
ſantneſs of the forbidden Fruit, and hungering 
after it in the Time of Temptation; and then 
putting forth the Hand, and joining to it, 
he obeyed and eat, and ſo fulfilled the Luſts of 
the Serpent. And thus, and in this Manner, 
Temptation prevails over all the Sons of the 
firſt Adam, who bear the Earthly Image, and 
are not born again of the promited Seed, that 
breaks the Head of the Serpent, and redeems 


from under his Power, and brings to grow 


up in the ſecond Adam, who could not be 


prevailed upon with his Lies and Subtilty. 
And this ſecond Adam, Chriſt Jeſus, is the 
Captain of the True Chriſtian's Salvation, who 
is gone before, leaving him an Example, to 
follow his Steps: And he hath endued him 
with Heavenly Power, and armed him with 
| Spiritual 


This is the Glory Mat. 4. 
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Spiritual Armour, and furniſhed him with 
Strength ſo to do: So the True Chriſtian is f 
compared to a good Soldier, that follows his} © 
| Captain, and fights with him, and doth not 
CI eert him, and leave him to fight by himfelf ; 
but makes good Uſe of the Power, Armour 
of Light, and Sword of the Spirit, that 1s 
glven him to war withal, and to overcome his 
Enemy withal; and he keeps on his Brealſt- 
plate of Righteouſneſs, and the Helmet of 
Salvation, which are able to quench all the 
fiery Darts of the Devil, and ſo follows his 
Captain, not only conquering, but alſo to 
conquer ; for when he hath overcome him 
not only in the Field, 

* The Devil's ſtrong but hath alſo purſued 
Holds are built in the him to his “ ſtrong 
Wills, Thoughts, and Holds, and beaten him 
Imaginations of Men, out there, and pulled 
them down; and caſt 

down Imaginations, and every high Thing, that 
exalts itſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, in 
which he built them. When this is effected 
by virtue of the Weapons which are mighty, 
and by the Power of him which enables the 
True Chriſtian to do all Things, he ſtill keeps 
on his Watch-tower, which is the Light of 
Chriſt, wherewith he is enlightened, that he 
may not be ſurprized with another Part of his 
Forces; and as he keepeth watching there, in 
vain are all the Enemy's Stratagems, Wiles, 
and ſubtle Devices; in vain are all his Snares 
and 


from the Simplicity that is in Cbriſt; even after 
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and Ambuſhments laid; in vain are all his 
Temptations and Allurements, as the True 
Chriſtian Keeps in that, and dwells in that 
which the Devil hath no Part nor Fellowſhip 
in, Viz. the Light, whereby he is diſcovered, 
and all his Baits and Snares ſeen and avoided. 
It is in the Darknels, and over all that dwell — 

in it, that he prevails; his Power ſtands there, 5 
and is exerciſcd over all that walk in it; he 


need not go about with Wiles and Devices to 


deceive ſuch, who already dwell and are Sub- 


jects in his Kingdom; nor he need not go 


about like a roaring Lion, ſeeking to devour 


them, being already under his Dominion, and 


obedient Children, Vaſſals and Slaves te him; 
he need not uſe Subtilty to tempt ſuch, but 
Power to command, and they obey. N 

But it is againſt the Children of Light, that 2 


are turned from the Darkneſs, and from under 


his Power, that he improves all his cunning 
Subtilty and Devices, and it is againſt them he 


rageth, if by any Means he can beguile them, 


as he beguiled Eve, and corrupt their Minds 18 

they are preſented as a chaſte Virgin to Chriſt, 

and are come to a dwelling Place in Paradiſe, 

and to appear before God in Heaven ; he will 

not ceaſe to tempt and accule there, as he hath 

done, he is ſtil ready to do; he tempted and 

beguiled Eve in Paradiſe ; And on a Day when Gen. 3. 

the Sons of God appeared before the Lord, Satan 

came alſo among them, and accuſed Job: Som Job 2. 
ohn 


1 
* 12. John in his Day ſaw the great red Dragon 
appear in Heaven, waiting to devour the Man. 
+> Child; he that reads let him underſtand. This 
2 Cor, made Paul fear the Serpent might beguileſWa' 
21. z. them he wrote to, as he beguiled Eve, and WW” 
through his Subrilty tempt and allure them“ 
out of Innocency, out of a Virgin, ſinleſs, and. 
harmleſs E ſtate, after ! 
* 7t is poſſible to be they were in it; * this 
tempted and allured out he once did, and may 
of Iunocency, and. to loſe do again, if he be not 
a good Eftate, watched againft, and 
reſiſted in the Power 
of the ſecond Adam, which enables to endure 
Temptation, and fo to receive the Bleſſing, 
Jam. 1. and after Trial to enjoy the Crown of Life, which 
yo the Lord bath promiſed to them that love him, 


xIII. The True Chriſtian s Faith and Expe- 
rience concerning a Holy Life. 


. E 7 rue Chriſtian believeth that it it is 
his Duty to live a holy Life, to for- 
Yo the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps 
and Vanity of the World, which lies i in Wick. 
edneſs, a to keep God's holy Will and 
Commandments, and they are not grievous 
_ unto him; for he loves the Law of God in his 
Heart, and ſees it written there with his own 
Finger, 
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Finger, enjoying that precious Promiſe, I will 
n. Norite ny Law in their Hearts, and put my 
is Fear into their inward Parts; and he can ſay, 
eſWas David once did, O how I love thy Law, it is Pfal. 
dry Meditation all the Day ! How fweet are thy 37 103. 
Words unto my Taſte ! Yea, ſweeter than the 
Honey to my Mouth ;, thy Law is my Delight , 
the Law of thy Mouth is better io me than T hou- 
ſands ef Gold and Silver. The True Chriſtian 
being 1n this Eſtate, and perſevering in this 
Love of God and his Law, it becomes his 
Meat and Drink t6' do the Will of his Hea- 
venly Father : . And ſo by walking in this 
Law, and meditating i in it, and by feeding on 
this Word, which is ſweeter than Honey, he 
become ſo united with it, and ſo natural a 
Subject and Child of it, that he comes to be 
able to ſay, as ſome of old did, We can do if 
nothing againſt the Truth , this is the true 
forſaking the Devil and all his Works, and 
the keeping God's holy Will and Command- 
ments. And as the True Chriſtian grows up in 
this, he doth always that which pleaſeth the 
Captain of his Salvation, who is gone before, 
being Bone of his Bone, and Fleſh of his Fleſh, 
fitting i in Heavenly Places with him, behold- 
ing the Glory of their Heavenly Father, even 
the fame Glory, which was before the World 
began, betore the Devil and his Works enter- 
ed, before his holy Will and Commandments 
were broken, or before the forbidden Fruic 
was eaten. Thoſe that have their Eyes 
1 anointed 
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anointed with Eye-falve, and are clothed with} 
fine Linen, have their Garments waſhed in the- 
Blood of the Lamb, and follow him whither- 
ſoever he goeth, have no Guile in their Mouths, 
but ſtand hefore the Throne of God without 
Spot or Wrinkle ; thoſe are they that are re- 
deemed from the Earth, have their Converſa-W! 


tion in Heaven, and give the Glory to him, | 
who is God bleſſed for ever. * 


n 
h 


The Titular Chriſtian profeſſeth, that it is Þ" 
his Duty to live a holy Life, to forſake the | 
Devil and all his Works, the Pomps and! 
Vanities of the World, and to keep God's 
holy Will and Commandments, but never 
cometh to witneſs that Eſtate} it is very griev- 
ous to him to make ſtraight Steps to his Feet; 
he enjoys not that precious Promiſe, the Law 
written in his Heart, and the Fear which keeps 
the Heart clean, in the inward Parts; neither 
is the Law of God his Meditation all the Day, 
nor his Delight therein; neither are his Words 
to him ſweeter than Honey, or better than 
Thouſands of Gold and Silver; he cannot ſay 
that he doth nothing againſt the Truth; nor 
that he doth always that which pleaſeth God ; 
nor that he follows Chriſt the Captain of Sal- 
vation; neither is he a Member of his Body, 

of his Fleſh, and of his Bones; nor fits in 
Heavenly Places with him, beholding the 
Glory of God, though he will ſometimes talk 
of theſe Things, as they are written in the 


8 
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Toly Scriptures ; but in his Heart he is a 


{Stranger to them; and God's holy Witneſs 


* 
— 


n his own Conſcience makes him confeſs 
hat his Heart is deſperately wicked, that his 
houghts and Meditations are defiled, and 
all of Sin: And further, he is fo far Frome 


'Wiving a holy Lite, and forfaking the Devil £4 


and all his Works, and keeping God's holy' 


Will and Commandments, that he is begotten' 


into ſuch a Belief and Perſuaſion, ' that it is 
not poſſible to do it, While he breathes in the 
Air of this World, but muſt always be fin- 
ning, and doing that which he ought not to 
do, and leaving undone that which'he ought 
to do; always confeſſing, always ſinning, and 
never forſaking ; ſo always reaping the Wages 
of Sin, which is Death; and ſo always want 
ing the Mercy and Forgiveneſs, which he 
only that forſakes the Devil and all his Works, 
partaketh of. 


In ſhort, this is one af the laſt Leſſons. the 
Devil can teach his Children, viz. to perſuade 
them, and make them believe. that the 
cannot ceaſe from Sin, but muſt be Commit- 
ters of it, and Servants to it, and that they 
cannnot forſake him and all his Works, nor 
keep God's holy Will and Commandments 


ſo long as they live in theſe Houſes of Clay 


ſuch Titular Chriſtians as theſe he hath' in 
Chains and Fetters ſtrong enough, nothing 
leſs than the mighty Arm and Power of God 
is able o break them, and to. releaſe thoſe 


FE: poor 
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poor Captives, and to redeem them out of 
this deep Pit of Miſery, wherein is no Water, 
wherein their Souls or inward Man lies as 
among the Pots, ſoiled with the Smoke and 
Soot of the bogtomlefa Pit. O God ! haſten, 
and bring Deliverance to theſe poor Bond-flaves 
F Sin and Satan, is the Cry of the Souls of 
the Righteous, who have To Mind of their 
Heavenly Father, who defires not the Death of 
Vim that dies, but that they ſhould come to the 
Knowledge of his Truth, and be ſaved, and be 
Partakers with them of the exceeding Rzches 
and Glory that is laid up for all that love his 
Appearance, and is ready to be revealed to all 
that truly Wit for it. 


XIV. We True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe- 
Lience concerning the Motion or Moving of 
the Spirit of God, and the Spirit of the old 
ren in che Hearts of Men 


HE 27 rue Chriſtian is endued with a Hea- 
venly Spirit of Diſcerning, by which 

he ſeeth to the Beginning, before Sin entered 
the World, and by it perceiveth how it en- 
tered, and how it hath grown and encreaſed, 
and filled the Earth with Violence; and how 
that old Serpent, which at firſt was fain bp 
uſe 
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uſe great Subtillyj and Lies, and make great 
Promiſes, before he could prevail againſt Eve, 
is now grown ſo powerful a Prince in his 
Kingdom of Darknefs in the Hearts of the 
Children of Men, in whom he rules, that he 
no ſooner moves in their Hearts, but they 
follow him ; no ſooner commands, but they 
obey : He needs not uſe his Subtilty 'and 
Cunning to betray, allure, and perſuade ; nor 
make great Promiſes, before he can win to 
his Obedience; many being grown ſuch na- 
tural Children of him, and ſuch Slaves, in his 
Kingdom, that now in theſe Days his Com- 
mands are ſufficient to Thouſands and ten 
Thouſands ;- and his very Motions to Evil 
have gained ſueh a powerful Name in the 
World, even among the Titular Chriſtiaus, that 
they count them too mighty to be withſtood, 
too powerful to vanquiſh, too ſtrong to war 
with, overcome and conquer in all His Mo- 
tions, Commands, and Temptations, While 
on this Side the Grave; hereby People are 
become home - bred Slaves, and have fold 
themſelves for nought, having let in that ac! 
curſed Faith that hath ſprung up in the Apo- 
ſtacy from the True Faith, that they can 
never reſiſt all the Motions of the Devil, nor 
diſobey all his Commands, nor be delivered 
from all his Temptations, till the Death of 


their natural Bodies, which is then to late; 


for, as the Tree falls, ſo it lieg. 


H 2 | Now 
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no Faith in this Gift of God, but rather counts| 
it Deluſion, and the Property of a Fanatick 
to profeſs the Knowledge of the Spirit of 
God moving in them to ſpeak and write good 


and Prophane, Learned and Unlearned, make 


a Mock at, concluding this Operation of the 
Spirit is not in Uſe, nor to be known in theſe | 


is the Faith of Devils, and not the Faith of 
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Now, the Titular Chriſtian will readily ac 


knowledge and confeſs, that the Motions o 


the Devil are ſtrong, powerful, and preſent 50 
wvith him and in him, and that thereby he i 
ſtirred up to Evil: But he doth not believe 
that the Spirit of God is ſo nigh him, and 
preſent with him, moving in him againſt the 


Motions of the evil One ; nor that there ig 
ſufficient Power from God given to him, to 
preſerve him from obeying the Motions. and 
Temptations of the World, Fleſh, and the 
Devil, and to move him to that which is 
Good, and enable him to do it. Alſo he hath| 


| 


Words, and do good Works; this Profeſſors | 


Days, nor to be expected in theſe latter Ages | 
of the World ; as if God had left the World | 
of Mankind to be - guided wholly by the | 
Motions of the Devil; as if there was no Law | 
or Power in the Mind able and ſufficient to 
war againſt the Law and Power that is in the 
Members, and overcome it: Thus to believe, 


God's Elect ; for, the True Chriſtian in this 
Age, as in former Ages, is a living Witneſs 
of the moving of the Spirit of God to every 
good 
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good Word and Work, as the holy Men 
and Cbriſtians in former Ages were, who ſpoke 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
Jas they were led and guided by the Spirit, as 
[Mis teſtified in the Holy Scriptures, though 
made a Mock of in this Day. This Spirit 
God accompanied the Righteous in all Ages, 
and always moved, led, and guided them into 
the Way of Peace; and as they obeyed it, 
and abode with it, they were preſerved by it 
therein, though in the midſt of their Enemies: 1 
This preſerved Joſeph, when his Brethren, A®s 7. l | 
moved with Envy, fold him into Egypt, and ” 1 
out of the Temptations: he met with there; 
and the ſame Spirit of Envy that moved his 
Brethren to fell Joſeph, moved Cain to kill 
Abel, and moved Eſau to hate his Brother, 
and the Iſraelites to envy Moſes and Aaron. 
and the Jets to perſecute the Prophets, Chriſt, 
and the Apoſtles : And the unbelieving vaga. 
bond Fews were moved by this Spirit of aas . 
Envy, to make a Tumult againſt Paul and 5. 

dilas, and to aſſault the Houſe of Jaſon, and 
to draw him and the Brethren to the Rulers, 
with falſe Accuſations. The Spirit of Envy 
is the ſame at this Day, and his Motions 

are the ſame, and all, that 'obey them are 
found in the ſame Work. And the Motions 
of the Holy Spirit are alſo the ſame, and all 

that obey them bring forth thg Fruits thereof, 
and they are both manifeſted by their Fruits, 
the ene moves to Good, the other to Evil; 

1 H 3 the 
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the one to Love and Goodwill, the other to 
Envy and Hatred; the one to Patience and 
Long - ſuffering, the other to Anger, Rage, 
and Perſecution: The one moves to Meek-P 
neſs, Gentleneſs, and Lowly- mindedneſs; the} 
other to Hardneſs, Roughneſs, Exaltedneſs, | 
and High-mindedneſs. So by the Fruits and| 
Effects are the Motions of the Spirit of God 
known and diſtinguiſhed from the Motions of Þ 


( 


the Devil, the Prince of Darkneſs. 


And; whoſoever do or ſhall profeſs to ſpeak | 


Akin abies: the old 
Serpent could not move 
nor \draw' into carnal 


Wickedneſſes, have. been 


coptivated ewith ſpiritu- 
al Wickedneſſes in high 
Places; 
deceived fo 
call bigh Thoughts; and 
Imaginations, 


alledi abous all that is 


called Ged, being joined 
to the Son of Perdition, 
who1uſurps the Throne 


of God, and hath been 
and is a00r foinges 4 
_ 115 
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aud bave been 


far as to 


-Motions 


of 'the Spirit of Go; 
and theſe bave been ex- 


or write Words, or : 


do Works, in and by} 
the 


Motion of the 
Spirit of God, if they 


tend not to Good, if 
they are not accompa- 


nied with the Fruits of 
the ſame, if they will 
not endure the Trial 


of the Spirit of God 
in others, and abide by 
the Teſtimony there- 


of; and alſo agree 


with the Teſtimonies 
of the holy 
old, left upon Record 
in the Holy Scrip- 
tures; For, the Spirit 


Men of 


of: 'the Prophets was 


ſubjecs to ihe, Prophets; 
1 and, the Chriſtians were 


of 
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/one Mind: ] ſay, except this, their Motion 

1s to be judged by the Spirit of God, 42 
„them alſo that obey it, as a Deluſion of an 
-exalted Spirit, and as a high Imagination, 
which muſt be brought down; and whoever 
; | glories therein, or boaſts thereof, will fade and 
LI wither as a Flower, and fall and corrupt as 
| untimely Fruit; the Mouth of the Lord hath 
8 /poken it. e 


* 


XV. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe- 


rience concerning Revelation. 
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H E Ge in he World i 18 even among 
many called Chriſtians, No Revelation in 
W heſe Days; Revelation is ceaſed; no ſpiritual 
Viſion to be known nom; no Sight of God now, 
2s Abraham, Moſes, and the TT and 
primitive Chriſtians had. | | 
Now, the F aith, Experience, 46d Teſti- 
mony of the True Chriſtian is, that JW here Prov. 
thine, is no Viſion, no Heavenly Sight, that is the 29. . 
periſhing State: Where there. is no Revelation 
known, there is no True Knowledge of God, as 
is witneſſed by the Holy Scriptures ; - None wat. 18. 
knoweth the Father but the Son, and oy" to whom 276 * 
the Son will reveal him. 458 
Since the Veil came over Man 8 Hirt, 
there was never any other Way in any Age, 
nor 


( 80 J ; 


nor is there in this Age, to come to the true 
Knowledge of God but by Revelation; by 
taking off the Veil, and removing the Cover- 
ing, which hides the Face of God from Man: 
The outward Veils before Moſes's Face, and 
in the outward Temple, were a Figure of | 
this Veil, that is ſpread over the Hearts 
of Men and the rending the Veil of the 
MP Temple from Top to Bottom, was a Figure of 
Revelation and ſpiritual Sight into the Holieſt 
of all, or the taking away that which ſtood 
betwixt Man and the true Sight and Know- 
tedge of God ; and there is not, nor never | 
was, ſince the Cauſe of the Veil entered, any 
Man upon the Face of the Earth, that came 
or comes to the Knowledge of God by any 
other Means: Men have ſought out many In- 
ventions, and deviſed many Ways and Means 
to gain the Knowledge of God, but all in 
vain; as his Invention Device, and Know- 
ledge increaſeth, his Sorrow increaſeth alſo; 
and all he can arrive at, is traditional Know- 
ledge, a hiſtorical Knowledge, a ſtrong Con- 
ceit and Imagination concerning God, which 
is all nothing worth: When he comes to ſee 
and know him by Sight and Revelation, he 
Job 42. will ſay as 70% once did, 1 have heard of thee 
&,, 6 , by the Hearing of the Eur, but now mine Eye 
eth tbee; therefore I abbor myſelf, and repent 
in Duſt and Aſhes. 
And as there is no true Knowledge of 
God but by Revelation, ſo there is no perfect 
Knowledge 


r 


0) 
{] 
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Knowledge of the Son of Perdilion, or Man 2 The- 
of Sin, but by Revelation: Iniquity is a My- ©? # | 
ſtery, as well as Godlineſs; and the Devil 
can appear like unto an Angel of Light, and 
get into the Temple of God, and fit there as 
God, and be worſhipped as God alſo; and 
when he thus appears-in the Temple of God, 
cloathed with the Sheep's Cloathing, and in 
the Form of an Angel of Light, with the -9 
Saints Words in his Mouth, many are then | 

beguiled with him, the Veil being over their 
Hearts, and the Scales before their Eyes, 
| that they ſee no further than his Appearance, 
his Shew and Outſide ; and hereby he de- 
ceives many in the Form of Religion, which 
could not be deceived by him as a Devil, nor 
drawn into his Service in the groſs Evilss 
that are in the World: This is the Myſtery © 
of Iniquity, which cannot be diſcerned nor 
diſcovered while the Veil is over, till Reve- 
lation be known, and the Prophecy of 1/aiah 

witneſſed; He will deſtroy in this Mountain the Ia. 256 

Face of the Covering, caſt over all People, and 
the Veil that is ſpread ever all Nalious. This 
is a bleſſed Promiſe to enjoy, and to witneſs 
fulfilled. Fre 1 | | | 
Now till it pleaſed God to reveal his Son 
in Paul, he was deceived and captivated with 

| this Myſtery of Iniquity, and in his religious 
Zeal and Ignorance thought he was ſerving 
God, when he was ſerving the Devil: And 
in this Eſtate lie all the Titular as 

| this 
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this Day, who are perſecuting the True Chris. 
tians, and hating one another, and deſtroy. 
ing, biting, and devouring one another about 
Religion, Church, and Worſhip ; and this 
8 comes to paſs for want of Revelation, for 
| want of true Knoxoledge : All the Contentions, 

2 Envies, Quarrellings, and Diviſions among | 
all the Sects in Chriſtendom ariſe, for want of 
being acquainted with Revelation. One faith, 
Lo here is Chriſt ,' another, there: One ſays, 
Chriſt is this; another, that; and are of | 
many Minds concerning him now, as they 
were in the Days of his Fleſh, ſome faying | 
one Thing, and ſome another of him: But | 
faith Chriſt to Peter and the reſt, what ſay e? 

WM Peter anſwered, Thou art Chriſt, the Som of - the i 
| Mat.16.fiving God: Chriſt ſaith, Bleſſed art thou Peter, 
Ye Yor Fleſh and Blood hath not revealed this unto 
thee, but my Father which is in Heaven: Revue. 
lation was the Cauſe of Peter's ſurpaſſing the 
others in true Knowledge; many that ate and 
drank with him, and had a Love for him, 
and heard his gracious Words, and ſaw his 
mighty Works that he did, yet wanting' this 
Revelation, had only a Knowledge of him after 
the Fleſh, contended and reaſoned about him; 
but this Knowledge that was revealed to Peter, 
they were Strangers to; this was the Ground 
of Contention then, and is the ſame at this 
at © throughout all Chriſtendoꝶm. 

But Peter himſelf did not abide in this 

Knowledge, which was revealed to him; 

= | but 
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out for want of Watchfulneſs; and through 
Self- confidence, Weakneſs, and Fear, became 
veiled again, and loſt his Knowled, ge, Sight, 
and Revelation, and in the Day of de T rial 

denied that he knew him at all; then began 

to curſe and to ſwear, ſaying, I know not the Mat. 
Man. This was a great Change in Peter, who, 


4 
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in his Zeal and Affection thought, if all for- 


| col him, he ſhould not; yea, though he ſhould on 
were to die with him, he would not deny | him E 


likewiſe alſo ſaid all the Diſciples. 8 | 
This rhay teach all, even thoſe that 8 


had Revelations, Heavenly Sights, and Viſions, to 
be watchful, and beware, leſt Darkneſs over- 
take them again, the Veil be ſpread over again. 


Theſe Things are written for our Learning, and 

are ſet forth as an Enſample, ſhewing how far 

Self- confidence, Zeal, and Affections, and a £Y 
Knowledge of Chriſt after the F leſh, can carry 
Men ; and how Heavenly Sights, Viſions, 

and Revelations. may be een and partaken 

of, before a thorough Converſion : The Wind Joh 3. 
ploxweth where it. liſteth, and many hear the Sound 
thereof, yet knoweth not whence it comes, nor 
whither it goes, ſo is every Man that is born of 


| he Spirit ;, Now, it is a farther Thing to 


grow up in it, and to increaſe with the In- 
creaſe of God, unto the Stature and Fulneſs of 
Chriſt; ſuch are not only born, and Children, 
but Men ; ſuch cannot be toſſed to and fro 
with Wind ; and till this is attained unto, 
there is much Danger, | 


I knew 


( 84 ] | 
1 knew a Man, twenty - four Years ago, 
who had Heavenly Sights, and Revelations, | | 
and Raptures into the third Heaven, and 
heard and ſaw Things unutterable, raviſhed Þ 
with Delight, overcome with Joy and Con- Þ 
ſolation, while his Hand hath been in his | 
| outward Labour; and would with Peter and 
John, have built Tabernacles there, and all] 
before his Converſion, before he was endued 
with Power from on high, before the Work 
of Regeneration was wrought, and before he 
knew from whence it came, or whither it | 
went, being as the Lightning coming out of | | 
the Faſt, and ſhining into the Welt ; and ſo | 
knew not how nor were to wait to receive it 
again, nor knew a Stay to his Mind, nor a 
Bridle to his Tongue, nor Strength to endure 
Temprations, nor Patience to have its Few | 
Work; neither was he endued with Wiſdom | 
and Diſcerning, to diſcover the divers Wiles # 
and Devices of that old Serpent that betrayed ( 
in Paradiſe, being not humbled and brought | 
down to the true Foundation, though the Seed | 
of the Kingdom was ſown, and received with 3 
much Joy; but ſpringing up in great Haſte, | 
for want of Depth of Earth, proved like Corn 
upon the Houſe-top, or in tony Ground, ſoon 
withered again. 

So, let none be lifted up above Meatube, 
becauſe of Revelations, Heavenly Sights, and 
: Viſions; let none reſt in Zeal and Aﬀections 
tet, none deck themſelves with God's Jewels, | 


and 


r 

and play the Harlot with them, nor lay up 
Manna for To-morrow ; but wait upon him 
from whence the daily Bread comes, and 
J abide low in the ROOT, from whence all <7 
Heavenly Bleſſings, Gifts, and Graces ſpring 
ſo a growing up in him, which was from ever- 

J laſting, before Evil ſprung up, before the Veil 

= was fi read over, when all was good, yea, very 
good, will be witneſſed. This is the convert- 
ed Eſtate, in which thoſe that are come unto 
it, not only ſtand themſelves, but are able to 
ſtrengthen their Brethren, who are begotten by 
the ſame Father, and born of the ſame! Mother: 
And this Counſel Chriſt gave unto Peter, that 
zealous affectionate Diſciple, after he had had 
Heavenly Sights and Revelations, Ven thou 
art converted, ſtrengiben thy Brethren. Let this 
be minded by all to whom the Lord hath ap- 
peared, and given Diſcoveries of himſelf, leſt 
they take up their Reſt by the Way, and like 
Peter and John at the Sight of the Tranſ- 

8 fguration of Chriſt, ſay, Mefter, it is good for 
aus to be here; let us build three Tabernacles, © 
one for Thee, one for Moſes, one for Elias: 
This they ſpake in Ignorance, while the Cloud 
over-ſhadowed them, while they ſaw his Rai- 
ment ſhining exceeding white as Snow; but 
did not ſee him nor hear him as the beloved 
Son of God, nor underſtand the Viſion; there- 
fore the Voice out of the Cloud faith to them, 
This is my beloved Son, hear him. Heights may Mark _ 
ſeparate, as well as Depths; therefore what % 7+ 


I Chriſt 
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Chriſt ſaith to one, he ſaith to all, Match and 
pray, leſt ye enter into Temptation. In hearing 
and obeying the beloved Son, there is Peace, | 
Bleſſings and Safety; but in hearing and obey- 4 
ing the Serpent, Tribulation, Anguiſh, and 
Sorrow, and great Danger, which all that 
wait and watch in that true Light, wherewith [* 
they are enlightened, enjoy the one, and eſcape | 
the other. 1 


XVI. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe- f 


rience concerning the Goſpel or Glad- - Tidings 
of Salvation. 


H E True Chriſtian believes the Goſpel 
or Glad- Tidings of Lite, Liberty, and | 
Salvation; and at the hearing the joyful 
Sound thereof he is glad; anck he rejoiceth 


to ſee the Angel fly through the Midſt of 


Rer.14. Heaven, having the everlaſting Goſpel to preach 


6, 7. 


again to them that dwell on the Earth, and 
to every Nation, Kindred, Tongue, and People, 


ſaying with a loud Voice, Lear God, and give 


Glory to him, for the Hour of his Judgment 15 


come, and worſhip him that made Heaven and 
Earib, the Sea, and Fountains of Water. And 


the True Chriſtian hath not only heard, but 


2 Tim. obeyed this Goſpel ; and he knoweth Lite and 
. 8 ne brought | to Light thereby; and 


the 
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Heaven; of this Goſpel Paul was a Miniſter : 23. 
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WE 


the Light of this glorious Goſpel ſhines in his 
Heart, and he hath repented or turned to 

the Light thereof, received and believed this 
Goſpel, which is the Power of God unto Salva- 

tion, which was preached unto Abraham, and Gal. 3. 
was and is now preached in every Creature under Cel. 2. 
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And the True Chriſtian 1s come to the Myftery 1 
of the Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, which ſtands 1 
not in Word, but Power, and is not of Man, | 
nor by Man, but of God ; and judgeth the 
Secrets of all Men; he 1s come to the Know- 
ledge of the Myſtery of the Goſpel, and 
through 1t hath received Life, Liberty, and 
Salvation ; his Feet are ſhod with the Pre- 
paration of the Goſpel of Peace, and his Con- 
verſation is as becomes the Goſpel ;. and he 
adorns the Goſpel of his Lord and Saviour; 
and in this abiding lie enjoys the Privileges of 
the Goſpel, and inherits the precious Promiſes 
made of old, and enjoys that which was pro- 
pheſied of by that evangelical or Goſpel Pro- 
phet T/aiah, when he ſaw and ſpoke of the 
univerſal Love of God to be enjoyed in the 
Goſpel Days, in making a Feaſt unto all 
People: In this Mountain fhall the Lord of Hoſts Ita. 25. 
make unto all People a Feaſt of fat Things, a © 


Feaſt of Wines on the Lees, of fat Things full 


of Marrow, of Wines on the [ves well refined; 
and he will deſtroy in this Mountain the Face 
of the Covering that is caſt over all People, and 
the Veil that is ſpread over all Nations; he will 

* follow 
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ſwallow up Death in Victory; the Lord wil] 
wipe away Tears from off all Faces, and the Re- 
bute of his People ſball he take away from TH | 
all the Earth : for the Lord God hath ſpoken it: 
And it fhall be ſaid in that Day, Lo this is our 
God, we have waited for him, and he will ſave 
us; this, is the Lord, we have waited for him, 
wwe Till be glad, and rejoice in his Salvation. 
A bleſſed Sight, and Heavenly Prophecy, 
which the True Chriſtian is come and conung 
to the full Enjoyment and fulfilling of 
Glory to God for ever. 2 

And the Anti- type of the Year of Jubilee i 1s 
now enjoyed, the Sabbath of Reſt is entered I 
into; and the holy Mountain, in which is no 
Deſtroyer, is now dwelling in; and the Light 
of God's Countenance is lifted up, which 
makes the True Chriſtian's Heart more glad, 
than the Joy that comes with the Increaſe of 
Corn, Wine, and Oil: Many Prophets and 
righteous Men ſaw that afar off which he now 
poſſeſſeth; ſo that he can truly ſay, Goſpel 
Times are glorious Times, the Privileges of 
the Goſpel are glorious Privileges 3 Chriſt 
reigning and ruling in his Heart, leading 
Captivity captive, and giving Victory over 
Death, Hell, and the Grave, wiping away 
all Tears, and taking away the Reproach, be- 
ing Sin, which is a Reproach to any People, 
and giving Power to war with ſpiritual Wick- 
edneſſes in high Places, and to bring down 
every high Thought and Imagination into the 

| Obedience 
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Obedience of Chrift : This Honour have all the 


. ; Saints who receive the Goſpel of Peace and 
Salvation, and arrive at the Mark of the high 


Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. 


The Titular Chriſtian ſaith, he believeth in 
the Goſpel, and talks of Lite, Liberty, and 
Salvation by it; he ſaith, he hath heard the 


Sound of the Goſpel, and that he obeys the 


q Goſpel ; but how doth he ſhew forth the Truth 


| hereof ? Let him examine himſelf ; doth he 


know the Light of the glorious Goſpel to 
[& ſhine in his Heart, whereby the Myſtery of it 

is revealed unto him? Hath he repented or 
turned to the Light, and believed the Goſpel ? 
Doth he know it to be the Power of God unto 
Salvation ? And 1s he ſaved by it, as Abraham 
was, when preached unto him, and as the 
Primitive Chriſtians were, when they received 
it? Doth he know Life and Immortality 
brought to Light through the Goſpel ? Hath 
he obeyed the Goſpel ? And is his Feet ſhod 
with the Preparation of it? And doth he 
adorn the Goſpel with a holy Lite and Con- 
verſation ? No, the Titular Chriſtian knows no 
ſuch Goſpel, nor the Light of it to ſhine in 
his Heart, nor the Myſtery of 1t to be revealed 
in him; for he hates the Light, and denies 
Revelation, and faith it is ceaſed, and that 
there is no Revelation to be expected in theſe 
Days, nor any Poſſibility to live a holy Life, 
as becometh the Goſpel ; nor any inheriting the 
W 13 precious 
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Goſpel ; 
Mountains, or that any can dwell in that where | 


wherein he ſhall not ſpeak his own Words, | 


L 90 ] | 
precious Promiſes, nor enjoying the glorious Þ 
Things propheſied of, while on this Side the 
Grave; nor having the Veil taken off the 
Heart, nor Tears wiped away, nor the Cauſe F 
of them removed ; nor Death ſwallowed up 
in Victory, while he remains in the Body; 
nor that the Auli- type of the Year of Jubilee, 
which is perfect Liberty and Redemption, can 
be witneſſed and enjoyed, by believing in the 
nor that the Mountain of the Lord's N 
Houſe ſhall be eſtabliſhed upon the Top of all 
no Deſtroyer is; nor that the Sabbath or Reſt 
nor think his own Thoughts, nor bear any 
Burden, can be entered into, or dwelt in, | 
while on this Side the Grave: The Ti:ular | 
Chriſtian hath no Faith in any of theſe Things; 
therefore his Faith is feigned, and the Object 
of it is imaginary, and is indeed that which 
may be called another Goſpel, which he that 
bringeth, is accurſed, and is not of God, but 
of Man. 

The Titular Chriftian can be a Profeſſor of 
this Goſpel, and a Hearer of it, and yet never 
come to be quickened unto Lite; nor ever 
receive Remiſſion of Sin, nor Inheritance 
among them that are ſanctified; nor ever 
come to enjoy the Privileges of the Goſpel, 
ſignified and ſhewed forth by divers Types, 
Figures and Shadows under the Law, and 
feen and proplieſied of by the holy Prophets; 

yet 


: 


LH fn 4 


91 

yet can talk of all theſe Tia even while 
in Death, will talk of the Fame of Wiſdom, 
and the glorious Things her Children formerly 
enjoyed, while he himſelf is poor, blind, and 


miſerable, and wants the Poſſeſſion and expe- 


rimental Enjoyment thereof. 

And indeed the Myſtery of Iniquity hath 
ſo far prevailed, and the Darkne!s is grown 
ſo thick, by Reaſon of the Smoke that aicends 
out of the bottomleſs Pit, in this Night of 
Apoſtacy, which hath ipread over this Part 
of the World, called Chriftendem, ſince the 
Apoitles Days, that the Titrtar Chriſtian, who 
hates the Light, and dwells in this Darkneſs, 
will not endure the preaching any other Noc- 
trine, than ſuch an one, which will admit of 
living under the Bondage, Service, and Slavery 
of the Devil Term of Life; this is he that 
cannot endure found Doctrine. 

Now the Sound of this n which 


Chriftendom too much rings of, is, No perfett 


Vifory over Sin; no overcoming * Devil; 
no withſtanding him in all his T emptations; 
no abſtaining from every Appearance of Evil; 


no perfecting Holineis in the Fear of God; no 


ceating from committing of Sin; no diſpoſ- 
ſefling the ſtrong Man, and ſpoiling all his 
Goods ; no {weeping the Houſe, and gar 

niching it with Heavenly Goods; no oulling 


down the ſtrong Holds of Sin and Satan; no 


bringing every 1 hought and Imagination into 
the Obedience of Chriſt ; no putting off the 
"7 
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old Man with his Deeds, nor putting on the 
new, nor bearing the Heavenly Image, nor any? 
ſuch Regeneration or New Birth to 'be known, i 
which committeth not Sin; no repairing the Þ 
Breach which our frit Parents made; no find- F 
ing again that which is loſt ; no Reſtoration Þþ 
into Innacency, and a ſinleſs State again, while 
Men dwell in theſe earthly Tabernacles ; none] 
of theſe Things can be effected, ſaith the 
Sound of this Goſpel, or the Preachers of it | 
in all Sects. - 
Oh! how greatly is it to be lamented, not 
only to {ee and behoid the Garden and Vine- 
yard of the Lord become ſo great a Wilder- 
neſs, and ſo overgrown with Briars and 
Thorns, Thiitles, and noiſome Weeds, where 
many venomous and hurtful 'Things are nou- 
riſhed ; but allo to ſee thoſe who count them- 
{elves Labour in the Vineyard, and Dreſſers 
of the Garden, fit down and conclude, that it 
can never be dreſſed, nor the Vineyard purged 

from all that doth offend the tender Grapes, 
and that the wild Boar and the little Foxes 
can never be driven out, nor thoſe Plants, 
which the Heavenly Father never planted, 
be pulled up, nor that this Wilderneſs can 
ever become a fruitful Field, nor like Eden 
again: And that there are ſo many Believers 
of theſe ſorrowful Tidings and miſerable Meſ- 
ſengers and Miniſters of Satan, even unbe- 
lieving ones, who dilcourage and perſuade 
the 
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the People they can never inherit the good 


Land, nor overcome their Enemies. 


Oh thou God of Heaven! appear more 
and more, and diſperſe and remove this Un- 


belief and groſs Darkneſs, and ſtop the aſcend- 


ing of this Smoke, which ariſeth out of the 
I bottomleſs Pit and darkens the Air, and ga- 
ther thy ſcattered People from under thoſe 
Idol Shepherds and falſe Vine-Dreſſers, blind 
Guides and miſerable Comforters z; thou haſt 


gathered a Remnant from under them, and 


made their F olly manifeſt, and to them their 


Doctrine is accurſed; do ſo for Thouſands 
and ten Thouſands, which yet know thee not, 
is the Breathing of the Soul of the Righteous ; 
and remove this monſtrous Faith out of the 


Hearts of all Men, which holds up the Devil's 
Kingdom there TERM OF LIFE; 


and let thy PO WE R be known and 
magnified over all, who art God, bleſſed for 


ever. 
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XVII. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe. 
rience concerning Grace, Living under, andi 
Growing up in it from one Degree unto 
another; and of the Poſſibility of Falling 
away. | _ 


HE Law came by Moſes, ut Grace and] 
Truth by Jeſus Chriſt : Grace is the free 
Gift of Go for the Salvation of all, and hath] 
appeared unto all Men ; but all Men did not, 
nor do receive it, ſo know not the Teachings J 
and Virtue of it, nor its Sufficiency and Power | 
to five, being known to none but ſuch as do þ 
receive it : And all that do receive this Grace, | 
are taught by it to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly 1 
Eufts ; 85. to live ſoberhy, righteoufly, and godly Ni 
in this preſent World : Thus it taught the 
True Chriſtian in former Ages, and teacheth 
the ſame now; and all that are ſo taught by 
It, are not under the Law, but under Grace ; 
for Grace doth not deſtroy the Law, but 
fulfils it, and leads thoſe that are under it to 
the Enjoyment of the Subſtance of thoſe Hea- 
venly Things it ſhadowed forth, and GG 
the Prophets propheſied of. And further, ! 
teacheth more ſpiritual and evangelical Leſ. 
ſons than Moſes did, by whom the Law came. 
And 


LS 

And the True Cyriſtien not only receives 
Ichis Grace, but grows in it from one Degree 
Junto another, and witneſſeth a being ſaved by 

it, and a being juſtified by it, having Expe- 
ience of its Sufficiency when the Enemy doth 

(2 fault, and Trials and Temptations attend; 
even as Paul the aged, when in Danger, and 
beſought the Lord, the Anſwer was, My Grace Cor. 
155 ſufficient for thee. The Chriſtians are Wit- 2. 19. 
neſſes this Day of the ſame. And Paul could 

F lay, By the Grace of God, I am what I am. = 
That was an high and Heavenly State, to be 

no otherwiſe than Grace made him ; Self, 
Sin, and Satan, are here excluded, and all 

& Boaſting and Glorying in the Fleſh is laid 
aſide, and the free Gift and Grace of God ex- 

alted over all : This is a ſtanding by Grace, 

| | and a living under it, being ſaved by it from 


tranſgreſſing the Law, which | is holy, juſt, and 
good. Here Grace reigneth through Right- Rom. 5. 
eouſneſs unto eternal Life, (ven where Sin * 27 
reigned once unto Death, and abounded, here 
Grace is known to abound much more. 
This was not only profeſſed and talked of — 
by the True Chriſtians in former Ages, nor is 
not now in this Age, but really felt, known, 
and witneſſed in them, by the efFectual Work 
and Operation of it; they did not, nor do 
projets a living under Grace, while they do and 
commit that which the Law is over, and which 2 
the Law was added becauſe of, viz. Sin. He 
that is alive to Sin, the Law hath Power over 
| him; 
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him ; and he is indeed under the Law, not- 
withſtanding he may profeſs a being under 

Grace, and living | in 

Read and under- Golpel Times; forf 
and. Paul's Parallel holds | 
good, A Women is 

Rom. 7. bound by the Late to her Huſband, ſo long as by 6. 
liveth , butt when dead He, 75 22 from the 
Law of her Huſland. So the Law hath be. 
minion over a Man, ſo long as he liveth inf 
that Life and Nature which tranſgreſſeth 15 
let him profeſs what he will: And none are 
fitted and prepared to be married to another, 
even to him who 1s raiſed from the Dead, till} 
they are become dead unto the Law, and lo 
delivered from it, that being dead wherein or 
whereby they were held, viz. Sn For faith 
he, When we were in the Fleſh, the Motions of | 
Sin, which were by the Law, did work in our | 
Members, to bring forth Fruit unto Death; but 
now we are delivered from the Law, that bein 
F dead wherein wwe were held, that we ſhould ſerve 
1 in Newneſs of & Piri, aud not in the Olaneſs of 
3 the Letter, Here the Trae Chriſtian knows the 
I Righteouſneſs of the Law fulfilled in him, who 
walketh not after the Fleſh, nor the Motions 
of it, but after the Spirit, and the Motions 
thereof; ſo that his Words are ſeaſoned with 
Grace, and walks to the Praiſe and Glory 
of his God: And as he here abides, he wit- 
neſſeth a being delivered from under the Law, 
and knows the Occaſion of it taken away, and 


to 
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ſo truly lives under Grace, and grows in it, 
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and in the Knowledge of his Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom be GAY both now 
and for ever. 

But now, notwithſtanding the Cry of ſome 
Titular Chriſtians is, No falling from Grace to- 
tally, yet there is a Poſſibility that after People' 
have received the Grace of God, and known 


= the Virtue and Operation of it alſo, that they 


may fall from it, and of Children of Grace, 


become Children of Wrath; they may turn 
TJ the Grace of God into Wantonneſs, or rather, 


turn from it after they have received it, 
into Wantonneſs; they may uſe their Liberty, 
which by Grace they are come unto, as an 
Occaſion to the Fleſh, and ſo not ſtand faſt 
in that Liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 
them free; and they may fall from Stedfaſt- 
neſs, after by Grace they have attained unto 
it. And after People have clean eſcaped from 
them which live in Error, and from the Pol- 
lutions of the World, they may err, and be 
polluted again, and turn like the Dog to his 
Vomit, and like the Sow that was waſhed to 
the wallowing in the Mire; and an evil 
Heart of Unbelief and Diſobedience, in de- 
parting from the living God, after they have 
nown him, may get in; and People may 
crucify to. themſelves the Son of God afreſh, 
and put him to open Shame, and trample. the 
Blood of the Covenant, with which once their 


Hearts were ſprinkled, under Foot again; 
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and do Deſpight unto the Spirit of Grace, and 
grieve the Holy Spirit of God; and finally, 
they may make ſhipwreck of Faith and a 
good Conſcience. Theſe Things may all be 
done, or elſe in vain are the divers Exhorta- Þ 
tions recorded in the Holy Scriptures to the 
primitive Chriſtians, To ſtand faſt, abide, and 
continue to the End, that they might not be 
entangled, deceived, nor fall into Temptations 
again, And in vain was all the Labour, 
Travail, Care, and Exerciſe of the Apoſtles, | 
Teachers, and Elders among the Churches, | 
after they were gathered out of the World, 
and had received the manifold Graces of God | 
to confirm them and eſtabliſh them in the | 
ſame, if there had been no Danger of their 
falling from it, and corrupting themfelves 
again. This Titular Chriſtian's Opinion of no 
total falling from Grace, is contrary to the 
Current of the whole Scriptures : And Paul's 
Teſtimony is, that ſuch that ſo fall away, who 
Heb. 6. Were once enlightened, and taſted of the Heavenly 
4. < 1%: Gift, and Powers of the World to come, if 
ſuch ſin wilfully, after they have received the 
Knowledge of the Truth, that it is impoſſible to 
renew them again to Repentance, and that there 
remains no more Sacrifice for Sins, but a certain 
fearful looking for of Judgment and fiery Indig- 
nation, which ſhall devour the Adverſaries , who 
incur a ſorer Puniſhment than thoſe that de- 
ipiſed Moſes*s Law, who died without Mercy 
under wo or three Witneſſes. There is a 
ſorer 


8 


3 » 


- 3 


LY R_WwW = 9 „ r * 


—_ 5 ww a © WY WS YU W_ WV WF. XS 


| 


[ 99 J 
ſorer Puniſhment than outward Death, which 
the outward Law inflicted upon the Tranſ- 
greſſors of it; and thoſe that have known 


the Law of him that is greater than Moſes, 
which is the Law of the Spirit of Life, and 


have been Subjects of it, and fallen and apo- 


ſtatized from it, ſhall partake of this ſorer 


8s Puniſhment. And as none knoweth the Joy 
and Conſolation of thoſe that have the Law 
Jof the Spirit of Life, and obey, and abide in 


it; or the White Stone, wherein the New 
Name is written, Which none knoweth but 


he that hath it; ſo none knoweth the ſorer 


Puniſhment, the fiery Indignation, kindled by 
the Breath of the Lord, nor feels the Gnawing 
of the Worm which never dies, which attends 
the Tranſgreſſors, and wilful Sinners againft 
this Law of the Spirit of Life, bur he that 
hath it, and receives it as a juſt Recompence 
of Reward of his Diſobedience, Rebellion, and 
Apoſtacy. | 
And the Titular Chriſtian, - who talks of 
living under Grace, and not under the Law; 
and of being married to Chriſt, before he 
hath known in ſome Degree the Law as a 
School- maſter to bring him to Chriſt, and is be- 
come dead to that which the Law hath Power 
over; before he comes to know the Righteouſ- 
neſs of the Law fulfilled in him by the Spirit 
of Grace, and Righteouſneſs which exceeds 
the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees; 
Knows Grace to reign through Righteouſneſs 
K 2 unto 
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unto eternal Life, even where Sin hath reigned 
unto Death; before he is taught by Grace to f 
deny Ungodlineſs and Worldly Luſts, and to 
hive ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly ; ceaſethÞ 
from Sin, and knoweth the Body of it de. ; 
ſtroyed, and become dead, and Deliverance 
from the dead Body: I ſay, before this, his 
Talk and Profeſſion of living under Grace, is 
vain, he remaining alive in that for which 
the Law was added, viz. Sin. For the main 
Reaſon to prove a Perſon under Grace, which 
Paul mentioneth, . is, For, Sin ſhall not have 
Dominion over you; for, or becauſe, you are 
not under the Law, but under Grace: He that 
committeth Sin is the Servant of it, and Sin bath 


Dominion over him, let the 7 tular Chriſtian 
profeſs what he will. 


XVII. . Tre Chriſtian *s Faith and 
Experience conteraing. Outward and Inward 
Miracles, | FLESH os | 


| | <7 ea 1 3 . 
LL Miracles and Monders, that were 
outwardly - wrought- by the Power of 
God, before the Law, under the Law, ſince 
the Law, by the Hand of Moſes and Aaron, 
the Prophets, Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, were 
in themſelves Signs, generally 'ſhewed before 
unbelieving, hard r hearted, adulterous, un- 
1 1 toward 
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toward Generations; and we read not of very 
many in the Holy Scriptures, that were con- 
verted by the working of outward Miracles; 
Pharaoh and the Egyptians were hardened ; the 
Iſraelites themſelves, after they had ſeen and 
partook of wonderful Deliverances and mighty 
Miracles wrought before their Face, as, the 
going through the Sea on dry Land, and their 
nn Enemies deſtroyed in the ſame , the Pillar of | 
nm Cloud by Day, and the Pillar of Fire by Night, 
I he Manna and Quails from Heaven; the Water 
e out of a Rock, and had alſo drank of the ſpiritual 
"x Rock which followed them; yet an unbelieving, 
ignorant, diſobedient, © rebellious, murmur- 
ing Heart got up in them, ſo that they diſ- 
uY cerned not the Power by which they were 

wrought, nor the End wherefore, being igno- 
rant of both ; neither did they truly regard 
the Inſtruments by whom they were wrought, 
7 their Wills and Luſts remained ſtrong, their 
Hearts foul and groſs, their Ears dull of 
di hearing, and their Eyes ſo weak, and their 
VUnderſtandings fo darkened, that they could 
not look upon, nor behold the Glory of that 
Miniſtration, though it was but of Angels; 
e nor abide and endure the Voice of God in 
{Þ giving forth the Law, for the Condemnation 
el of the Tranſgreſſor, which was glorious in its 
„ Time, ſo that they could not behold the 
© Glory of Moſes's Face without Fear, nor ſo Exod. 
ef much as touch the Mount on which God + 3% 
appeared; yea, the Prieſts, unleſs ſanctified, 22. 
ule K 3 Or 
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or made holy, were not to come nigha th 
Lord: This was the State of the 1/raelites 
notwithſtanding they were Eye- witneſſes of the 
mighty. Wonders and Miracles viſibly wrought 
before: their natural Senſes ; yet through Un 
belief, Diſobedience, Murmuring, and Rebel- 
lion, they periſhed, and their Carcaſes fell in 
the Wilderneſs, and entered not into the pro- 
miſed Land. Let the Reader conſider thoſe 
Things. 

And when Chriſt jeden the great Prophet, 
came, of whom Moſes propheſied, and wrought 
divers viſible Miracles before the e hard- 
hearted Jews, who profeſſed themſelves the 
Diſciples of Moſes, we do not find, nor read, 
that many of thoſe that /aw them wrought 
with their natural Eyes; and; that ,drank o 
that miraculous Wine, made f: Water; z and 
that eat of the five Loaves and two PFiſbes, 
that fed five Thouſand, ' and twelve Baſkets. of 
Fragments to ſpare, were converted; nor ſo 
much as became his Diſciples or Followers, 
except for: Loaves, or ſome ſelfiſh Ends; and 
ſome: among whom he wrought mighty Mira- 
cles, deſired him to depart their Coaſts. And 
from the chief Prieſts and Leaders he met 
with this Judgment, that he was à Deceiver, 
a Samaritan, and had a Devil, and caſt; out 
Devils by Beelzebub, the Prince of the Devils; 
ſo that his raiſing the Dead, healing the Sick; 
Poſſeſſed, and Diſeaſed, though mighty Works 
in themſelves, and wrought by the Power of 
| this 
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Y his Father in him; yet they. were not ſuch 
great Works, nor the Effects of ſuch great 
: Extent, but that /hoſe.. that did believe in him 

J [ould do greater, or he in his ſpiritual Appear- 
ance in them would do greater, according to this 
Saying, Verily, Verily, I ſay unto you, he that 
believeth in me, the Works that I do, he ſhall do 14 
alſo, and greater than theſe ſhall he do, becauſe 1 
go to my Father: And whatſoever ye aſt in my 
Name, that will I do. This Saying and Pro- 
miſe was and is fulfilled, fulfilling, and to be 


John | 
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fulfilled. And every True Chriſtian is a Wit- 


neſs ef the Power that is received by believ- 
ing in Chriſt, and knoweth and experienceth 
greater Works, wrought by the Power and 
ſpiritual Appearance of Chriſt within, than all 
the outward Miracles he wrought before the 
carnal Eyes of carnal Profeſſors and Unbe- 
lievers in the Days of his Fleſh. But this 
the Titular Chriſtian cannot receive, knowing 
nothing thereof: In order therefore to con- 
vince him of the Truth of the ſame, the True 
Chriſtian ſpeaks further, as follow: © » 


Firſt, he ſaith, that once he was dead in 


Treſpaſſes and Sins, and ſo dead, that though 
he was loaded therewith, yet he felt not the 
Weight and Burthen thereof, and not only ſo, 
but he had all the Properties of a dead Man 
ſpiritually; his Eye was ſo blind, that he 
could not fee the exceeding; Sinfulneſs of Sin: 

his Ear was ſo deaf, that he could not hear 
the Winter 1 God, though he often called him 
Out 
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out of it; his Feet were ſo lame, that he could 
not walk one Step in the Way of God; and he 
was ſo bowed down that he could not ſtand 
upright, his bloody Iſſue could not be ſtopped, 
nor his Wounds healed, his Sores ran in the! 
Night, and his Soul refuſed Comfort, he was 
caſt out into the open Field to the loathing 
of his Perſon, and the Levite and the Prieſt 
paſſed by and miniſtred no Help; he ſaw no. 
Eye to pity, nor no Hand to fave, nor no |. 


Phyſician of Value could he meet with; all + 
told him he could never be cured, healed, A. 


and made a ſound living Man again while he 
lived upon the Earth; and to increaſe his 
Miſery, he was perſuaded to believe the ſame ; 
which Belief is one of the ſtrongeſt Links of 
the Chains of Darkneſs : In ſhort, Words can- 
not expreſs the ſad and lamentable Eſtate of 
Mankind in the Fall, which the True Chriſtian 
once lay in, even bound in Chains of Dark- 
neſs, under the Slavery and Bondage of Sin 
and Satan, captivated in a ſtrange Land, out 
of which nothing leſs than the mighty, terrible, 
and glorious Power of God, by and through 
his Son Chriſt Jeſus, is able effectually to 
redeem, ſave, and deliver. 

Therefore in the ſecond Place, the: True 
Chriſtian's Teſtimony is as followeth : To:the 
Praiſe and Glory of the Power of God in his 
glorious Appearance and Heavenly Revelation, 
through the Son of his Love in this latter Day, | 
| wherein his exceeding Kindneſs and Power is 


maniteſted, 


— 
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manifeſted, as in Ages paſt, and as in the 
Generation of old; and his faithful Promiſes 
fulfilled; and the Hour is come, wherein the 
Dead hear the Voice of God, and the Graves john 5. 
open, and they that are therein come forth, “s. 
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and a mighty Sound is bene ft. 
heard of the dry Bones People dead in Sins 
in the Valley coming and Treſpaſſes, dege- 
together, and knitting merated and eſtranged 
Bone fo Bone, and Joint from the Life of God, 
to. Joint, and Sinew to | are as theſe dry Bones, 
Sinew, and Fleſh'grows* and are to be Witneſſes 
upon the ſame, and the of the ſame Power 10 
Breath of Life is re- reſtore them to Form 
ceived, and a ſtanding and Life, - 
up is known of an ex) Eo) 
ceeding great Army, which ſhall yet increaſe 
more and more, and inherit and poſſeſs the 
Anti-type of the promiſed Land; this was 
ſeen and propheſied of by Ezekiel, and now 
enjoyed by the True Chriſtian , .read Chap. 37. 
Verl. 14. and the Lord give thee Under: 
ſtanding, Now to witneſs theſe Things effect- 
ed by the Spirit and Power of the Lord, is 
more than to ſee a dead Body outwardly raiſed 
to Life, and to have the Eye of the Mind 
opened, and the Ear of the Spiritual Man un- 
ſtopped, and the Tongue unlooſed, that can 
praiſe the Lord, and the Lame to leap as an 
Hart, and to run the Ways of God's Com- 
mandments with Delight, without Stumbling, 
Wearineſs, or Fainting: I ſay, theſe Things 
= being, 


| 
| 
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ſtopped, and to have an Heart ſprinkled from 


thoſe that believed in him ſhould do, they were 


the Power of God, in every Trae Chriſtian now, | 
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being wrought by the Power of God in the 
inward Man, are greater Miracles than the 
opening of a blind Eye, or unſtopping of a 
deaf Ear, or unlooſing the Tongue of the. 
Dumb, or curing the Lame outwardly. 

And to be cleanſed from the Leprous Di- 
eaſe of Sin, to know the bloody Iflue thereof 
an evil Conſcience, the Body waſhed with 
pure Water, and the Heart and Mind cleanſed ; 
from all that would defile, by the precious 
Blood of Chriſt manifeſt and known within ;, 
where the Defilements are, are greater Mira- 
cles, though the ſame in Nature, than that} 
which cured the Leproſy and bloody Iſſue, 
outwardly, and the cleanſing of the Mind, 
Heart, and Conſcience, and healing the in- 
ward Man of all its Diſeaſes, is more won- 
derful than the healing all outward Diſeaſes 
whatſoever. N = 

Now the working of outward Miracles are 
not of abſolute Neceſſity in the Church of 
Chriſt, neither doth the Gift thereof always 
attend the Church; and we read of no out- 
ward Miracles wrought by divers primitive 
Apoſtles, Miniſters and Teachers, Elders and | 
Fathers in the Church: But theſe greater | 
Works and Miracles which Chriſt. promiſed | 


all Witneſſes of in a Meaſure, being of abſo- 
lute Neceſſity to be known wrought by Chriſt, 


as | 
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Is then; without which, no Reſurrection to 
Wife, nor Entrance into the Way of Salvation 
Ws attained unto, let the Titular Chriſtian pro- 
Weſs what he will. OM... 
And I ſtill well remember, when I was a 
Fitular Chriſtian, and a Hearer and Diſciple of 
What Generation, which now calls upon the 
FE rue Chriſtian for Signs and Miracles, which 
Eno [mpoſtor, nor Falſe Chriſtian can give; they 


q rine, That the Converſion of one Soul to God 
vas a greater Work than the Creation of the 
F/orl1d ; and the main Reaſon they gave, was, 
at in the Work of the outward Creation nothi 

id re/iſt and oppoſe, God ſaid, Let it be; and it 
Pas /o. But now in the new Creation and 
Work of Regeneration, God meets with much 
ppoſition; he ſpeaks, and calls once and 
gain, and Man regards it not; He ftretcheth 
put his Hand all the Day long, and the Rebel- 
Wous regards it not; he ſtands at the Door and 
Wnocks, but his Enemy is gotten into the Houſe, 
nd the Door is ſhut againſt him, yet he waits 
o ſhew himſelf gracious, according to the 
Phraſe in Scripture, Till his Head is wet with 
be Dew, and his Locks with the Drops of the 
Eight : And he wooeth and beſeeches, with 
EBowels of Compaſſion, all Mankind by his 


to be reconciled unto him, and to turn or be 


reſtore 


ſed then to acknowledge and preach for Doc- 


niverſal Love and Light, and Holy Spirit, 


converted unto him, that he may heal them, 


—— 
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being wrought by the Power of God in the 
inward Man, are greater Miracles than the 11 


opening of a blind Eye, or unſtopping of 2 
deaf Ear, or unlooſing the Tongue of the 
Dumb, or curing the Lame outwardly. 

And to be cleanſed from the Leprous Diſ- 
eaſe of Sin, to know the bloody Iflue thereof 
ſtopped, and to have an Heart ſprinkled from 
an evil Conſcience, the Body waſhed with 
pure Water, and'the Heart and Mind cleanſed 
from all that would defile, by the precious 
Blood of Chriſt manifeſt and known within; 
where the Defilements are, are greater Mira- 
cles, though the ſame in Nature, than that 
which cured the Leproſy and bloody Iſſue, 
outwardly, and the cleanſing of the Mind, 
Heart, and Conſcience, and healing the in- 
ward Man of all its Diſeaſes, is more won- 
derful than the healing all outward Diſeaſes 
whatſoever. 195 

Now the working of outward Miracles are 
not of abſolute Neceſſity in the Church of 
Chriſt, neither doth the Gift thereof always 
attend the Church; and we read of no out- 
ward Miracles wrought by divers ptimitive 
Apoſtles, Miniſters and Teachers, Elders and 
Fathers in the Church: But theſe, greater 
Works and Miracles which Chriſt promiſed 
_ thoſe that believed in him ſnould do, they were 
all Witneſſes of in a Meaſure, being of abſo- 
lute Neceſſity to be known wrought by Chriſt, 
the Power of God, in every True Chriſtian now, 
| | rs | as 
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as then; without which, no Reſurrection to 
Life, nor Entrance into the Way of Salvation 
is attained unto, let the Titular Chriſtian pro- 
feſs what he will. f Me | 
And I ſtill well remember, when I was a 
Titular Chriſtian, and a Hearer and Diſciple of 
that Generation, which now calls upon the 
True Chriſtian for Signs and Miracles, which 
no Impoſtor, nor Falſe Chriſtian can give; they 
uſed then to acknowledge and preach for Doc- 
trine, That the Conver/ion of one Soul to God 
was a greater Work than the Creation of the 
8 HYorld ; and the main Reaſon they gave, was, 
That in the Work of the outward Creation nothing 
did reſiſt and oppoſe, God ſaid, Let it be; and it 
was ſo. But now in the new Creation and 
Work of Regeneration, God meets with much 
Oppoſition ; he ſpeaks, and calls once and 
again, and Man regards it not; He ftretcheth 
out his Hand all the Day long, and the Rebel- 
lious regards it not; he ſtands at the Door and 
knocks, but his Enemy is gotten into the Houſe, 
and the Door is ſhut againſt him, yet he waits 
to ſhew himſelt gracious, according to the 
Phraſe in Scripture, Till his Head is wet with 
the Dew, and his Locks with the Drops of the 
Night : And he wooeth and beſeeches, with 
Bowels of Compaſſion, all Mankind by his 
univerſal Love and Light, and Holy Spirit, 
to be reconciled unto him, and to turn or be 
converted unto him, that he may heal them, 
| a bs | reſtore 
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reſtore and redeem them out of the Degenera- 


even upon the Sabbath Day, and that he now 


ed a Sd Underſtanding to know him that is 
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tion. which they are run into through Sin, 
into the primitive Eſtate, and pure Enjoyment 
of himſelf, which was before Sin entered, or 
the forbidden Fruit was eaten, or Evil was in 
the World; but Mankind ſlights this great 
Love, and reſiſts and deſpiſeth this Light 
and Holy Spirit, which would work all theſe 
Things in him and for him. 

So theſe Things above conſidered, which 
are according to the Phraſe and Language of 
the Holy Scriptures, it may evidently appear 

that the Work of the new Creation, being 
accompanied with ſo much Oppolition, 1s 
greater than the Work of the old: In this the 
Titular Chriſtian, as in many other Things, 
talks a Truth with his Tongue, but is not a 
living Witneſs and Experiencer of the ſame in 
his Heart; therefore when the True Chriſtian 
tells him what the Lord hath done for his 
Soul, and the mighty Works and Wonders 
that he hath wrought in him, and for him ; 
how he hath raiſed him from Death to Life, 
from Sin to Righteouſneſs, and tranſlated him 
from Darkneſs to Light, from the Kingdom 
of Satan to the Kingdom of his dear Son ; 
and how he hath made him whole every whit, 


fits in Heavenly. Places with him, cloathed, i 
and in his right Mind; and that he hath receiv- 


true, 
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true, and is in him that is true: And that he 
| hath the Witneſs of God's Spirit bearing Witneſs 


with his Spirit, that he is a Child of God, and 
a Poſſeſſor 2 theſe Things; which Things no 
Impoſtor, Deceiver, nor Titular Chriſtian can 
have and poſſeſs, while ſo : I ſay, when theſe 
Things are told, and borne Witneſs of in the 
Ears of the Titular Chriſtian, he flights, and 
diſregards, and will not believe the ſame z but 
counts it Deluſion, and fanatick Dreams, and 
Fancies, ariſing from ſpiritual Pride, High- 
mindedneſs and vain Conceit, and ſo deſpiſeth 
his Teſtimony, and the Works that bear Wit- 
neſs thereof, even as the Jews did of old 
judge and condemn Chriſt and his migh 
Works, as 80 by the Power of the 
Devil; ſo doth the Titular Chriftian in this 
Age judge, cenſure, arraign, and condemn 
Chriſt and his mighty Works in this Day of 
his Power and ſpiritual Appearance in the 
Hearts of the Sons and Daughters of Men, 
wherein he hath wrought as mighty Works, 
„and done as great Miracles, as in any Age 
1 8 fince the Fall of Man, and many are now 
n 


living Monuments of the ſame; bleſſed is the 
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xIx. The True Chriſtian's Faith and Expe- 
rence en the Doctrine of Perfection. 


N the Holy Serpent are divers Precepts, 

EY and Commands, and Exhortations, not 

7. x. Only to Holineſs, but to che perfefing of Holi- 
Phil. 3. eſs in the Fear of God, to the preſſing forwards 
+ until it be attained unto, and a full Growth be 
Col. x. Witneſſed, to the Stature of a perfect Man in 
28 Chriſt Feſus preſented to God without Blemiſh, 
Spot, or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing : And it 

gen. 6, is ſaid of Noah, that he was a juſt and perfect 
9. Man in his Generation, and that he walked with i 
Gen.r7. God : And God ſaid unto Abraham, Walk be- 
3 fore me, and be "thou perfect: And that Jo 
Job 1. 2s perfect and juſt Man: And in David's 
Pal. zy. Time he bids, Mark the perfect Man, and | 
37- bebold the Upright, the End of ſuch is Peace 1 
Mat. 3. And Chriſt exhorteth his Diſciples to. bel 
48. perfect, as their Heavenly Father was perfeck: 
And the Labour and Travail of the Ap oftles | 

Jan, 1. were, that People might be perfect 4 entire, 
wanting nothing ; and that they migbi be 

Heb. 13. 2 preſented perfect, and be made perfect in 


2. every good Work. And he wiſhed the Pirfeftion | 


3 of thoſe he wrote to: And he Hale Wiſdom | / 
x Cor. among them that were perfect | 
2+ 6. i So 
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So the Holy Scriptures contain not only 
Precepts and Exhortations to Holineſs and 
Perfection, but they alſo give Teſtimony | 
that ſeveral did obey them, and attain. there- 
unto in Ages paſt : And the Faith and. Teſti- 
mony of the True Chriſtian in this Age is, 
that Holineſs and Perfection are attainable 
now as in Days of old, and that the divers 
Precepts and Exhortations in the Scriptures 
fthereunto, may be obeyed, and the State 
truly enjoyed. Even while People dwell in 
theſe Earthly Tabernacles, they may enjoy 


the Heavenly Treaſure in their Earthen Veſſels, 2 Ow 
which may be Poſſeſed with Santification and 1 ; Theſe 


Honour. 

Nov this is one of the found Doctrines 
which the Tyular Chriſtian cannot endure, 
comprehend, nor underſtand, therefore cries 
out againſt it, and ſays, No Perfection here; ; 
no perfecting Holineſs in the Fear of God; 


no coming to the Mark of the high Calling of Phil. 3. 


Cod in Chriff 7 oe no growing up. to the“ 
Stature of the 
Man in Chriſt ; nor no being preſented to © 
= God as a chaſte Virgin, holy and unblameable, 
faultleſs, without Spot or Wrinkle. In Sum, 
no being now as the Fathers of old, and the 
R$ Chriftions in the primitive Times, were; no 
& Poſſibility of perfect Obedience to the divers 
Frecepts, Exhortations, and Commands of the 
Spirit of God throughout the Holy Scriptures : 
L 2 This. 


ulneſs of Chriſt ; no per rfect © BON = 
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This is the Language of the Titular Chriſtian , 

ſo that herein he commits theſe two great 
. Evils: Firſt, Notwithſtanding his pretended 
Honour to the Scriptures and holy Men, he 
gives them all the Lie. Secondly, He with the 
Nlothful Servant calls God a hard Maſter, in 
requiring that which none are able to perform. 

But the Teſtimony, Faith, and Experience of 

the True Chriſtian is quite the contrary z he 
having paſſed through the Work of Regene- 
ration, and experienced the divers Workings 

and Operations of the Spirit of God in his 
Heart, (in this ſmall Treatiſe before hinted at) 
leading him from one Degree of Grace unto 
another, from one Degree of Faith and Know- 
ledge: unto another, until he is fully ſaved by 

the Grace, and hath gained perfect Victory 

| by the Faith from and over that which made 
| him imperfect, ſinful, and defiled, and until 
the Knowledge of the Lord ſo abounds in 
ö him, that it covers the Earth as the Waters 
| cover the Sea; and until he comes to the 
Sabbath of Reſt, the Anti- iype of the out- 
ward Sabbath; wherein he ſpeaks not his own 
Words, nor thinks his own "Thoughts, nor 
doth his own Will nor Works; but witneſlethF 
a Denial of them all, and a putting off the} 
old Man with his Deeds, and keeping chef 
Body under, and a Bridle upon the Tongue, 
Nature, Will, Thoughts, and Deſires, which 
received the Temptation in the Beginning; 
always 
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al ways keeping them to the Croſs. Though @ £Y 


Renewing and Reſtoration be attained unto, and 
the State of Innocency known and lived in, even 


as in the Beginning before the Fall; yet the 


Will, Thoughts, and Deſires muſt be watched, 
ruled over, and ſubjected to the Will and 
Command of God, in Truth and Reality, 
even as Chriſt hath left an Enſample: whoſe 
Will and Deſires were good, pure, and per- 
fect; yet ſaid he, when he prayed to his Father, 
Not my Will, but thine, whoſe Will he came 
to do. | $5 

Now in this Heavenly Self-denial, and true 
Reſignation, ſtands the Perfection and Safety 
of the True Chriſtian, all which is wrought and 


effected by the Power and Spiritual Appear- 
ance of the ſecond Adam in him, and for him, 
: who of himſelf can do nothing. 


And in this is his Happineſs and Perfection, 


that he is come to ceaſe from his own Thoughts, 
| Words and Works, his own Way and Will, 


and his own Wiſdom and Knowledge alſo; for 


in theſe Things began his Miſery, and While 
they lived in him, and ruled over him, he conti- 
nued in the Miſery, notwithſtanding his divers 


Devices, and Inventions, and Strivings to get 
out of it; Death, Miſery, and Sorrow accom- 


panied him, and clave cloſe unto him, and he 


could never be rid thereof, till he came through 


the Work of Regeneration, through true Self- 


denial and Reſignation, to that Eſtate which 
5 L 3 Paul 


| 
q 
| 
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Paul was in, when he ſaid, I live, yet not I, but 
Chriſt lives in me, and the Life that I now live, 
1 live by the Faith of the Son of God: This is 


the Perfection the True Chriſtian arrives at, 


even to know Chriſt live in him, and Self 
and Sin dead; then this Life of Righteouſneſs 
reigns, where once Sin and Death reigned; 
and this Life cureth all Diſeaſes, and makes 
a Man grow to Perfection, makes the Mind 
ſound, and the Underſtanding good, the Heart 
clean and honeſt, purgeth the Conſcience from 
all dead Works, and brings into the Service 
of the living God, makes free, and redeems 
from the contrary, viz. the Service of Sin and 
Satan; and this is a perfect State, and hath Þ 
been, is, and may be attained unto, according | 
to the Holy Scriptures, and the Teſtimony of 
the True Chriſtian. | TE 

And fome Trtular Chriſtians do pray for, 
promiſe, and profeſs as much in Words, when | 
they pray for a clean Heart, and the renewing | 
of a right Spirit, to live a holy Life; and to] 
be cleanſed from all Sin, and when they pro- 
miſe: one for another, to forſake the Devil] 
and all his Works, the Pomps and Vanities of! 
this World, and all the ſinful Luſts of the 
Fleſh; and to keep God's holy Will and! 
Commandments ; this is Perfection, and he] 
that doth receive a clean Heart and a right} 
Spirit, and doth thoſe Things, is a perfett 
Man. 9 Cans fl 
A ers NowF| 
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Now he that profeſſeth and witnefſeth theſe 
Things before ſpoken of, and hath travailed 
through the Work of the new Creation, he 
can ſpeak of Perfection in Truth and Righte- 
ouſneſs ; he can ſay, all the Works of "God 
are perfect, good, yea, very good, being, a 
living Witneſs of the. fame, "and that the 
Works of Man in the Fall and Degeneration, 
and of the old Serpent whom he obeys, are all 
imperfect and bad, yea very bad; therefore 
let all that talk of Perfection with their 
Tongues, and profeſs it with their Lips, ſee 
that they are in that Faith which is the Gift of 
God, and works by Love, and doth wonderful £7 
＋ hings. Though it be but as a Grain of Muſ- 
tard- ſeed, it removes Mountains, and the Effect 
of it doth away all Imperfection, and makes 
whole every whit; the Eye being fixed upon 
the Author thereof, it brings the Mighty from 
its Seat, and exalteth that of low Degree, it 
brings to the true Poverty which makes many rich, 
and inherits all Things, to the Sorrowing wherein 
is Rejoicing always; to the having nothing, and 
yet poſſeſſing all Things; to the Weakneſs, 
wherein is Strength; to the Loſs, wherein is 
| air; ; to the Death, wherein is Life everlaſt- 
ig: This State Paul was in, when he ſpoke 
| ter r this Manner, When I am weak, then am Cor. 
7 frrong ; when dead, then alive; as ſorrowing, 6. 10. 
yet always rejoicing , as poor, yet mating many 
rich; as n nothing, yet poſſeſſing all T, 150 
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Theſe Things are as Myſteries to the carnal 


Mind, and are hidden from the Wiſe and 


Prudent, but revealed to the Babes, who ſuck 
at the Breaſts of Conſolation, and are weaned 
from the Breaſts of this World, in all its 
Perfection, Glory, and Beauty, viſible, and 
inviſible, and are become Children of that 


Faith, without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God. Therefore if any will be perfect and 


have Treaſure in Heaven, they muſt become 


as new born Babes, feeding on the Milk of the 


Word, and know a growing up in and by the 
Virtue of the ſame, to the State of a perfect 


Man, out of all Self- will, Thoughts, and Imagi- 


nations, Self-wiſdom, Riches, and Knowleage ; 
for in the State of Innocency, before the Fall, 
Man was not rich, wile, nor ſtrong of himſelf, 
his own Will, Thoughts, and Delires, though 
in themſelves and in their Places harmleſs, did 


not rule over him; neither did he feed upon 
the Tree of Knowledge, which was and is 


good in its Place, though not for Food, but 
he ruled over them all; while he ſtood in the 


Image of his Maker, and obeyed his Com- 


mand, he had Power over all the Beaſts of 
the Field, and Fiſh of the Sea, and the Earth 
Was ſubdued by him, and he had Dominion 


over it, ſtanding in the Life, Power, Riches, 


and Wiſdom of his God, and out of his own ; 


here, though he had nothing, yet he poſſeſſed 
all, ſubdued all, and had Dominion over all; 


though 


though he fed not upon tbe Tree of Know- 
ledge, yet was he full of Knowledge and 
Wiſdom, to diſcern the Nature of Things, 
and to give them Names accordingly ; though 
he had no Will nor Deſire, but what was to 
be ſubject to the Will of God, nor no Power, 
or Strength given him of God to act contrary 
to his Command, yet he had great Power, 
Liberty, and F reedom given him of God over 
all the Works of his Hands: Aud every Herb 
bearing Seed, which was upon all the Earth, and 
every Tree, in which was the Fruit of a T re, 
bearing Seed for Meat; only the Tree of Know- 
ledge, which grew, not at one Corner, but 1n 
the midſt of the Garden, even where the Tree 
of Life itſelf grew, he was not to eat of. 
He that reads, let him underſtand, for I teſtify 
that Moſes, or the Author of Geneſis, was 
endued with the ſame Divine Heavenly Sight 
and Wiſdom, when he wrote theſe Things, 
as John was when he wrote his Book of Reve- 


lations ;, and a Meaſure of the ſame muſt give | 


the Underſtanding of them. 

Now Mankind had nothing to do, but to 
dreſs and keep the Garden, which God's own 
Hand had planted ; and this he was to do in 
the Will, Wiſdom, and Power of God, by 


which he became a living Soul, cloathed with : 


the Image of God, without any other Cover- 


ing but his Spirit; this was his Glory and 


Perfection: And in this ſtood his Joy and 
Felicity, 
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Felicity, Power, and Dominion within and 
without; in this ſtands the True Chriſtian's 
now. But when he ſuffered his Will and Deſire, 
and the Eye of his Mind by the Temptation, 

to be e and allured forth, and gave way 
to the ſpringing up of a Deſire, to know and 
be wiſe for himſelf, to be ſomething of himſelf, 
this let the Temptation over him, being de- 
ceived, diſobeyed his God, even under a Hope 
of gaining by it, and bettering his State, be- 
lieving the Serpent, who ſaid, Zou ſhall be as 
Gods, you ſhall not die. Thus Death entered 
upon him, thus the Image of God in him be- 
came veiled, and his Beauty, Glory, and Per- 
tection defaced ; his own Will and Deſires no 
ſooner gave way to, but Temptation entered ; 

no ſooner his own Eye opened, but his Im- 
perfection appeared, and his Nakedneſs was 
feen; no ſooner he began to live of himſelf, 
and to will, and to know of himſelf, but 
Death, Miſery, and Ignorance followed, and 
Shame, Fear, and Guilt appeared; and In- 
ventions, and Contrivances, how to cover the 
Nakedneſs and Shame, and excuſe the Guilt, 
was invented: This was the Work of tranſ- 
greſſing Man in the Beginning, and is the 


lame at this Day among "all the Children of 


Men, of what Nation, Name, or Sect ſoever, 


who abide in the cranſgreſſing State of the 
firſt Adam. | 


Now 
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Now the State of Perfection that the Child- 
ren of the ſecond Adam do attain unto, while 
in the Body, is a true Selt-denial and Reſign- 
ation into the Will of God, throughout all 
Trials, and over all Temptations ; 3 he is 4 
perfect Man in Chriſt, who: is not only re- 
ſtored and redeemed by him into a State of 
Innocency, Harmleſſneſs, and Uprightneſs; 
but alſo in this State is reſigned and given up 
in his Mind, Will, Thoughts, and Deſires, 
into the Will of God, as clearly knowing it; 
ſo that his Mind being the Mind of Chriſt, is 
eying his Heavenly Father, and his Mind is 2 
ſtayed upon him, where the perfect Peace is: 

And his Will, Thoughts, and Deſires, though 
harmleſs, as Chriſt's were, yet ſubje# to his 
Father, truly ſaying, as Chriſt ſaid, Not my 
Will, but thine. In this State of true Reſign- 
ation unto and Unity with the Father's Will 1 
ſtands the True Chriſtian's Safety and Per- 1 
fection; and that which preſerveth him in the 1 
ſame, is the Power of God, that throughly | 
debaſeth Self, ſubjecteth Man's Will, and | 
ſaves to the uttermoſt through Faith in it. i 
And in this State of Perfection, as he lives 
and remains, he is cloathed with the Spirit of 
Glory and Humility ; the greater his Attain- 
ments are, and the higher the Heavenly Place 
1s he ſits 1 in, the lower is his Mind, and the 
leſſer he is in his own Eyes; the greater he 
is in the Kingdom of God, the more he is 
repleniſhed 
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repleniſhed with true Love, Goodneſs and 
Humility: Here the Greateſt is the Servant, 
a Helper of others; the Higheſt, the Loweſt: 
Here the Servant is as his Lord, and the Lord 
as him that ſerveth. And among theſe Tr? 

8 Chriſtians there is no Strife nor Diſpute, who 
ſhall be the Greateſt, though they are Elders, 
and have Crowns upon their Heads, yet they 
throw them down at the Feet of him that fits 
upon the Throne, and give Glory to him tor 
Ver. Ne. 4. 10, 11. 


xx. A few 


La 


XX. 4 few Words, by way of Advice, Counſel, 
and Exhortation, to ſuch as are newly turned 
in their Minds from Dorkneſs to Light, from 
the Power of Satan to God, whereby the Work 
of Regeneration is begun, that ſuch may not 
miſcarry in the ſame, nor fit down by the May, 
ſhort of the Mark of the Iligb Calling of God 
in Chriſt Jeſus, is what follows written, ſeri- 
ouſly to be read, weighed, and conſidered, 


ENDER Friend, who art turned to 
this Light and Power, and art a Be- 
liever in it, and deſireſt to hear and obey the 
Word in thy Mouth and in thy Heart, to 
this thou doſt well to take Heed, as unto a 
Light that ſhineth in a darꝶ Place, and as a 
Voice that calleth unto thee, ſaying, Come up 
hither, and I will ſhew thee the Bride, the Lamb's 
_ Wife. 1 5 
In order thereto, thou muſt underſtand and 
regard the End of the precious Appearance 
of the Light within, though it be and appear 
unto thee but as a Light that breaketh forth 
before the Day dawn, or before the Day-ſtar 
ariſe in thy Heart, yet the End of its Ap- 
pearance and Shining in thee, 1s, that thou 
RY: M ſhoulqdit 
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ſhouldſt fix the Eye of Faith upon it, and 
keep thy Mind towards it, and this is the 


Star of the Meſſias, and the Angel of the 


Lord, that will lead thee to the Inn, where 


the Virgin 1s delivered of a Son, and where 
the Babe of Glory lies, ſwaddled in a Manger, 


unregarded by all the Gueſts thereof, and thou 
following this Star, and finding him, wilt not 


ſpare thy Gold, Incenſe, and Myrrh, but offer 


up thy precious Things unto him, as the wile 
Men did. 

And when the Light within, the Day-ſtar 
hath led thee thus far, thou muſt not think 
within thyſelf, that thou haſt now attained to 
the Mark of the High Calling of God in Chriſt 


| Jeſus, becauſe thy Eye ſceth the Salvation 
which God hath prepared before the Face of 
all People, think not with thyſelf that thou 


preſently poſſeſſeſt and enjoyeſt the ſame, be- 
cauſe of the Foy, Delight, and Pleaſure that 


accompanies the Sight thereof, yet take thou 
Heed of ſittting down in the Appearance of 


Light and Heavenly Dilcoveries, and in the 
bare Sight and Knowledge of the Man- Child 
that is born, but wait thou, and walk.in the 
{ame Light, which will diſcover unto thee that 


Spirit that ſeeks its Lite within thyſelf, even 


atter 1t 1s born, under the Pretence of wor- 
ſhipping of it, as Herod did, and in it thou 
wilt receive Wiſdom and Counſel, to cheriſh 
and preſerve it, till the Death of its Enemies, 
AS Joſeph did ; 1n the Light thou mayeſt come 

to 
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to read and underſtand thoſe Things which are 
written for thy Learning. 

Now whatſoever makes maniteſt is Light; 
Darkneſs and the Works of it, 7s and hath 
been wrought within ; the Light that expels 
the Darkneſs, and the Power that deſtroys the 
Works of it, is alſo to be known within; and 
thou muſt believe and continue walking in the 
Light, that thou mayeſt become a Child of it ; 
and abide with the Power, that thou mayeſt 
know and witneſs the Work of it within thy- 
ſelf, proceeding in Order from the firſt Day 
to the ſeventh, or Sabbath of Reſt : And thou 
mayeſt underſtand, that thou doeſt not become 
a Child of Light fo ſoon as thou ſeeſt the 
Shining of it, and begins to believe and walk 
in it; thou muſt not only have Faith, but 
thou muſt add unto thy Faith Patience, for 
thou haſt as much Need as ſome of old had, 
which Paul wrote to, when he ſaid, You had 
Need hade Patience, that after you have done the 
Mil of Ged, you may wait to receive the Pro- 
miſe ; and it was after they believed, that the 
Primitive Chriſtians were ſealed with the Spirit 
of Promiſe. The End of Faith 1s not ſoon at- 
tained unto; he that believes muſt not make 
Haſte, neither muſt he will nor run, but in 
Patience wait in the Faith without Doubt and 
Wavering, till he receives the End of it, as 
ſome of old did, viz. the Salvation of their Souls: 
And ſo thou wilt know, as in the Light thou 
walteſt, Salvation come nearer and nearer one 
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Day than another unto thee, and wilt witneſs 
to the Truth of what the Apoſtle wrote, When 
he ſaid, Now ig Salvation nearer than ꝛcben you 
firſt believed. 

Now tender Friend, I have this principally 
to adviſe thee of, that the Wiles and Devices 
of the Enemy are many and myſterious, and 
it is againſt thee, who art come to believe in 
the Light, he rageth within and without, and 
about thee he goeth as a roaring Lion, ſecking 
to devour; and as a ſubtle Fox to get into the 
Vineyard again, and ſpoil the tender Grapes z 
therefore 1 counſel thee to wait low in th 
Mind, in that Heavenly Principle of Light, 
to which thou haſt been turned, and in which 
thou haſt believed, in this the Devil hath 10 
Part; abiding here, thou art as one armed in 
a ſtrong Tower of Defence ; keep thou thyſelf 
that he may never prevall againſt thee by Al- 
lurements, Baits, Snares and Enticements, and 
he can never force thee, nor by all his Strength 


compel thee to yield unto him and obey him. 


But know this, he will ſuit and ſort his 
Temptations accrding to thy Temperament, 
State, and Condition, ſeeing thou haſt turned 
thy Back upon that wherein his Kingdom 


| ſtands, and wherein his Works and Will is 


done, and ſet thy Face Sion- ward, and walks 
in the Light within, that leadeth thereto ; ; he 
knoweth it is in vain for him to appear unto 
thee now as a Devil, therefore will he tranſ- 
form himſelf like unto an Angel of Light, 

and 
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and propoſe and promiſe as great Things to 
thee, as he did to Eve in Paradiſe, if he can 
but get thee out of thy Way, the Light within, 
which makes him manifeſt in all his Shapes 
and Transformings, he will prevail againſt 
thee, and cauſe thee to err, and deceive thee 


under the Hope of enjoying a greater Liberty 


and a higher Glory; thus he hath beguiled 
ſome in this Age; for when and where the 
Woman appeareth cloathed with the Sun, 
and the Moon under her Feet, and a Crown 
of twelve Stars upon her Head, being with 
Child, crying, travailing in Birth, pained to 
be delivered, then and there alſo the great 
red Dragon with his ſeven Heads, ten Horns, 
and ſeven Crowns upon his Heads, appeareth 
alſo, and with his Tail draws Stars from 
Heaven, and caſts them to the Earth, and 
alſo ſtands ready before the Woman, to devour 
her Child as ſoon as it is born: Read Rev. 12. 
1, 2, 3, 4. and the Lord give thee Under- 
ſtanding. 


So, tender Friend, if thou deſireſt to tra- 
vel on with Safety in the Way and Path of 


Chr/tiianity, from its Birth to the Croſs, and 
from the Croſs to the Crown, thou muſt walk 
in the Light, and daily learn of the Grace of 
God, and keep on thy Armour, the Light, 
whereby thou haft conquered many Enemies, 
and overcome divers Temptations ; and haft 
known it as an Axe laid to the Root of the 


evil Tree within; abide thou in it, and keep 
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thy Eye fixed upon him that heweth therewith, 
that thou mayeſt know its Work throughly 
effected, viz. the very Root of the cuil Tree cut 
4p ; not only its Branches lopped off, and the 
Root ſtruck at, but Root and Branch deſtroy- 
ed; and the Heavenly Plant to grow and in- 
creaſe into a Tree of Righteouſneſs inſtead 
thereof within thyſelf, that thou mayeſt fit 
under its Shadow with Safety, and eat of the 
Fruit thereof with Delight. 
Now, though thou art a Believer in the 
Light, and a Learner of the Grace, and art 
travelling right on in the ſame, towards a full 
Enjoyment thereof, know this, that thou wilt 
meet with many Trials, Exerciſcs, and Tempt- 
ations in the Way, ſome to turn thee out of 
it, and others to cauſe thee to ſit down ſhort, 
and take up a Reſt by the Way, and glory 
in thy former Experiences, Openings, Sights, 
and Revelations, and Power over Devils, which 
thou haſt been endued withal ; fo, if the old 
Serpent cannot prevail in the one, he may in 
the other; envying thy Happineſs, he will 
try all Means againſt thee; to beguile thee, 
as he did Eve, tempt and allure thee out of 
a Heavenly Eſtate, he will hardly | beſet; thee 
within and without; and when thou appear- 
eſt betore God, to worſhip him, he will ap- 
pear alſo with Lies and Accuſations againſt 
thee : Now, keep thou in the Light where. 
with thou art enlightened, and in which thou 
halt believed, and lea thou wn: and truſt 
* wy in 
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in the Grace of God, which is ſufficient and 
preſent with thee, and ready and able to ſave 
and deliver thee, when his Allurements and 
Buffetings attend thee. 

And this Light within, in which thou haſt 
believed, as thou walkeſt in it, will ſhew thee 
the Nature and Tendency of the Bait, though 
covered with Golden Pretences, and the very 
Hook that is covered therewith : So as thou 
waiteſt and abideſt in this Light, in vain is 
the Snare laid in thy Sight, in vain are all his 
ſubtle Devices againſt thee, in vain are all 
his variable Appearances in order to deceive 
and deſtroy thee, whether he appears as. a 
ſubtle Serpent, or as a Satan to accuſe, as 
he did Fob, before God, or as a Dragon, or 
roaring Lion to devour, or as an Anti-chrift 
or on the contrary, whether he appear as 
an Angel of Light, with two Horns, like a 
Lamb, and in Sheep's Cloathing : And fur— 
ther, though he appears in, and aſſumeth the 
Form of Godlineſs, and preaches and con- 
feſſes Chriſt in his Spiritual Appearance 
within, in Words, and talks of and profeſſ- 
eth the Light within, and the Motion of the 
Spirit, and a Learning; of the Spirit, and a 
Ceaſing from Man, and a Learning of the 
Anointing, Light and Grace within, and get 
into the Throne and Temple of God, and 
fit there as God; I ſay, in vain are all his 
variable Appearances, Wiles, and Works, 
Formings, and Transformings ; as thy Eye is 
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kept ſingle, thy whole Body will be full of 
Light; and thou wilt be able to ſay, as ſome 
of old did, Vie are not ignorant of his Devices: 
And thou wilt try and diſcern Spirits; and 
that Ear will be open that tries Words as the 


Mouth taſtes Meat, and judgeth the divers 


Sounds and' Voices, and ſeeth to the Inſide, 
Root, Ground, and Foundation of Things 


that do appear, and give them Names accord- 


ing to their Nature, and judgeth righteouſly 
concerning them, and not according to Ap- 
pearance only, whether within thyſelf or 
without: As in this Wiſdom and Diſcerning 
thou abideſt, thou wilt travel ſafely on, from 


Faith to Faith, from Knowledge to Know- 
ledge, from one Degree of Grace and Glory 


unto another, till thou comeſt to be fully 


gathered from the Faſt, Weſt, North, and 


South, and fitteſt down with Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Faces, in the Kingdom of God ; and alfo 
knoweſt the Son furrender the Kingdom to. the 
Father, and God become all in all; then ſhalt 
thou know as thou art known, and ſee as thou 
art ſeen 4 and Death ſhall be ſwallowed up 
in Victory, Mortality of Immortality; and 
there ſhall be no more Sea, Death, nor Sor- 


row, Crying, nor Pain, former Things being 

| paſt away, and all Things made new; this 
ſtare John ſaw in his Divine and Heavenly 
Revelation , and thou abiding in the Light, 
and walking in the Spirit, wilt not only ſee, 
but enjoy the ſame : Read Rev, 21, and 22. 
| 5 and 
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and the Lord give thee Underſtanding more 
and more, and increaſe thy Joy in believing ; 
and ſtrengthen thy Faith and Hope, that they 


may be as a truſty Shield of Defence, and as 
an Anchor ſure and ſtedfaſt, to preſerve thee 


from all Aſſaults, and from ſplitting upon 
a Rock or Sands, till thou arriveſt at the 
Haven of eternal Reit, and lie down in the 
Valley, where thy Bread, yea, thy daily 
Bread, from the Table of the Lord, will be 
ſure, and thy Water fail not, where: none 
can make thee atraid, where no Enemy can 
prevail, where no Danger of making Ship- 
wreck of Faith and a good Conſcience 1s, 
where no Deſtroyer is, where all Tears, and 
the Cauſe of them, are wiped away, where 
Farth and Hope hath an End, and where the 
Heavenly City 1s, - whoſe Gates ſtand always 
open, and yet- no unclean Thing can enter : 
As thou perſevereſt in the Light, and obeyeſt 
and followeſt him that hath called thee out 
of Egypt, and tranſlated thee from the groſs 
Darkneſs thereof, thou wilt thereby be led 
to inherit and poſſeſs theſe J hings ; for, 


It is he that endureth to the End that ſhall 


be ſaved. 
Now, tender Friend, as thou walkeſt in 
thy Way, the Light within, the Spirit and 


Grace of God within, which teacheth not 
only to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, 


but alſo to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godlily in this preſent World, thou art fate. 
But 
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But I do adviſe thee notwithſtanding, to take 
great Heed, and watch diligently againſt the 
Enemy of thy Happineſs in all his Appear- 
ances, and eſpecially when he appears under 
the Form of Truth itſelf, with the Words of 
it in his Mouth, and with the very Likeneſs 
of it; for I have ſeen him there, and he has 
beguiled and betrayed many thereby in this 
Age, even ſince we were a People; and he 
effected it by drawing the Mind from being 
ſtaid upon God, waiting low in his Light, to 
wonder after and deſire tomething elſe, which 
he made appear lovely to behold ; the attain- 
ing of which, he perſuaded them, would bet- 
ter their Condition, and increaſe their Glory : 
So, in Hope, many, after they have been 
preſented as a chaſte Virgin to Chriſt, have 
again been ſubjected unto Vanity, in this 
Age, as Mankind was in the Beginning; 
and have loſt a preſent good Eſtate by be- 


lieving the Lies of the Serpent, who told 


them, They ſhould enjoy a better: Some he 
hath drawn out on this wiſe, and by other 
of his Wiles, to that Degree of Apeſtacy 
and Degenaration, that they are become like 
Trees twice dead, and plucked up by the 


Roots, never like to grow in the Garden 


of Cod again, whole Way and End is utter 
Darkneſs, out of which there is no Redemp- 
tion. Cr 4 

Now, his other Jays and Means, whereby 


he lies in wait to deceive, are more oper 


and 
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and manifeſt; but his Working under the 


Form of Truth more ſecret and myſterious, 
and more likely to prevail upon the Mind 
of the Simple, unleſs a diligent Watch be 
kept, than when he appears as he is: By this 
Means I have known him not only get into 
the Temple of God, and ſit there, but to be 
worſhipped as God, and exalted above all 
that is called God, or that is worſhipped 
beſides him. Now, he never got into the 
Temple, nor ſat there, nor was worſhipped 
under the Name of a Devil, Satan, or Prince 
of Darkneſs, now, nor in any Age; but 
myſteriouſly wrought himſelf in under a Diſ- 
ouiſe, cloathing himſelf like an Angel of 
Light, that deſired and endeavoured the 
Good of Mankind ; by this Means he came 
and comes to be obey ed and worihipped, not 
as he is, but as he appears to be. Now, 
this Temple, where he fits, and where he 
18 worihipped, is the Heart and Mind of 
Mankind in the degenerate State: And that 
which doth reveal him with this Myſtery of 
Iniquity, is the Light and Spirit of God, in 
which thou haſt believed, working and ope- 
rating in the ſame Place, and conſuming him 
with the Spirit af kis Mouth, and deſtroying him 
with the Brightneſs of his Coming : But this 
thou knoweſt not effected fo ſoon as thou 
believeſt; it is a Work wrought by Degrees; 


„ thy Safety and Duty is, 7 wait with Patience 
for the ning of the Lord in that Light and 


Grace 
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Grace which fits and prepares his May, and 
reacheth thee how to join with him <when he ap- 
pears, and to held the Lord againſt the Mighty, 
and to meet him in the Way of his Judgments, 
by which Sion 7s redeemed : And fo, as thou 
here waiteſt, thou wilt diſcern him when he 
appears from all the Appearances of thy 
Enemy, and be made willing in this Day of 
his Power to yield up thy Heart, Mind, and 
Strength unto him, and to ſerve him, love, 
fear, and obey him; this is required on thy 
Part : So wilt thou know him to appear unto 
thee as a Morning without Clouds, and in his 
L.ight thou wilt fee more Light, and know 
it ſhine more and more unto a pertect Day, 
till by the Brightneſs thereof the whole My- 
ſtery of Iniquity be diſcovered, and the Man 
of Sin deſtroyed, and thy Temple cleanſed 
from all that doth defile, and the Myſtery of 
Godlineſs diſplayed therein, and Truth and 
Righteouſneſs fit upon the Throne, and reign, 
where 'Sin and Unrighteouſneſs did reign, 
even in thy Heart, Will, and Conſcience ; 
then will thy Earth rejoice, and thy. Heavens 
rain down Fatneſs, and everlaſting Peace will 
be in thy Dwellings. 

The which that thou mayeſt attain unto, 
hold faſt that thou haſt ; let none take thy 
Crown : Whereunto thou haſt attained, there- 
in walk, preſſing forwards to the End of thy 
Race, where the Crown of Life is laid up; 
and take Heed of thy own Thoughts and 
Imaginations, 


W 
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Imaginations, 5 and Conſultations, 
and of that Mill that works not the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God; theſe of thy own Houle will 
prove thy greateſt Enemies, if thou walkeſt 
not in the Light which diſcovers them, and 
takes up the Croſs that crucifieth them, and 
is able to bring every high Thought and 
Imagination into the Obedience of Chriſt : and 
while this is bringing to paſs, abide in the 
Patience, bearing the Croſs of Chriſt, which 
is the Power of God; and keep thy Eye fixed 
on the ſame, and look not downward to the 


Earth, nor at the Smoke that aſcends out of 


the bottomleſs Pit, and darkens the Air, nor 
at the Dragon that makes War in Heaven ; 
but join thou with Michael the Prince, and fol- 
low the Lamb, which rides on conquering and 
to conquer; ſo ſhalt thou overcome, and fit 
down with him on his Throne, as he fate down 
with his Father on his Throne, and know thy 

Enemies made thy Foot-ſtool. N 
And that thou mayeſt not fail hereof, watch 
alſo againſt the dead Spirit of Formality; ſee 
that thy Form of Godlineſs is accompanied 
and ſeaſoned with Life, Virtue, and Power; 
for though Godlineſs is not manifeſted without 
a Form, yet there may be a Form without the 
Power; this Spirit of Formality captivated 
ſome in former Ages, and led them 7o deny 
the Power , from ſuch they were to turn away 
then, and ſo art thou now; for if this — . 
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of Formality prevails, though a Form of 
neſs be retained, as a Form of ſound 
77 ords ; ; Plainneſs and Decency in Apparel; 
Superfluity of Meats and Drinks laid aſide; 
reſpefting Men's Perſons, and worſhipping them 
with Cap and Kyee avoided ; Truth and Light 
within profeſſed in Words ; Meetings and Aſſem- 
bling often frequented ; the Sound of Truth as 
a da, Song, &c. yet if thy Heart be gone 
aſtray ; if thou feeleſt not Life to lead thee 
if thou takeſt not up the daily Croſs to th 
Will, Thoughts, Aﬀections, Luſts, and Pal 
fions, and by the ſame mortity them; than 
mayeſt be a meer Formaliſt, and thy ob- 
ſerving and abiding in thy Form may be- 
come as abominable 1 in the Sight of the Lord 
now, as it was of old among his once peculiar 
People, the Jews, when he ſent his Prophet 
Jaiab to cry againſt them, though they kept 
obſerved the Multitude of Offerings and 
Sacrifices, Feaſts and Faſts, New Moons and 
Sabbath Days, ſolemn Meetings and Afſemblings 
fore the Lord, which was the very Form 
Worſhip he once commanded ; but the 
Dou of dead Formality being got into their 
Hearts, corrupted them: So that be that kill- 
ed an Ox, was as be that flew a Man; be 
Be, facrificed 4 Lamb, as he that cut off a 
Neck: be that offered Oblations, as if he 
ered Swine* s Blood; he that burnt uk as 


v be bleſed an Lol. The Reaſon of all this 
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was not becauſe theſe Things were evil in 


themſelves, but becauſe the Call of the Lord 


was not anſwered, and becauſe when he ſpake 
they did not hear, but did Evil before his 
Eyes, and choſe that in which he delighted 
not, yet obſerved and performed the outward 


Part of Worſhip, and fate before the Lord 


as his People, and loved and delighted to 
hear the Words of the Lord by the Mouth 
of his Prophet, but not to do them : Read 
Iſaiah 66. 3. and Ezekiel 33. Zo, 31, 32. 


Now, dear Friend, let this fore Evil never 


come near thy Dwelling, In thy holy Form 
of Godlineſs, which thou Haft been led unto 
by the Power, keep in the Senſe and F celing 
of the fame. In thy Form of ſound Words 


8. 
keep in the Fear of God and Tenderneſs of | 


Conſcience, wherein thou wert at firſt con- 
ſtrained to ſpeak them, even in the xg = 
Self, which took great Offence theteit ; 
in Tenderneſs, Love, and Fear to God, apa 
this Will, and the Pride and haughty uy 
of this World, wert thou moved to ſp 
them: Likewiſe thy holy Form, in 15 "= 
fpecting Men's Perſons, of having them in 
Admiration becauſe of Advantage, nor honoutinf 
Br nor prob 


flattering Titles to Men: This the Spitit * the 
Lord led to in the Beginning; keep in the 
fame; and his Preſence and Power will uphold 
thee in the fame, and alſo lead thee to honout 
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all Men in the Lord, and to be ſalject to every 
Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sake, and truly 
to honour thy Parents, and riſe up before thy 
Elders, and give them double Honour, and 
to be courteous and kindly affectionate unto 
all: This will the Spirit of the Lord lead 
thee to, being the Nature of Chriſtianity ; as 
thou walkeſt and abideſt therein, thou wilt be 
like thy Heavenly Father. 

And thy Form of Plainneſs of Apparel, 
and thy avoiding of Superfluity in Meats and 
Drinks, &c. keep thou with that Holy Spirit 
that led thee thereto, and let not the Senſe 
thereof depart from thee ; ſo ſhalt thou feel 
the Power thereof accompanying of thee, 
and working in thee to remove that Root 
and Ground from whence all Superfluity of 
Naughtineſs did ariſe, and wholly mortify 
that Spirit that delighted in theſe Things. 
And in thy Manner of attending Meetings, 
always have thy Mind exerciſed in that Love 
and Life, Virtue and Power of the Lord, 
by which he touched thy Heart, and met 
with thee therein in the Beginning; ſo ſhalt 
thou enjoy more and more of his Preſence, 
and increaſe in Wiſdom, Lite, and Strength, 
and all the Virtues of the Holy Spirit : And 
though thou haſt received an Unction from 
the Holy One, which is able to teach thee all 
Things neceſſary to thy Salvation ; yet this 
will not lead thee to forſake the Ong 
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of thyſelf with the Lord's People, according 
to their wonted Manner, nor to forſake the 
Flocks of the Companions, nor the Footſteps 
thereof; but to travel on in the ſame, till 
thou comeſt to know where they lie down 
at Noon, ſolacing themſelves in the green 
Paſtures of Life, and there to lie down with 
them, where none can make thee afraid, and 
where no Deſtroyer is, where the Spirit of 
dead Formality hath no Place: Here th) 
Form of Godlineſs will be accompanied wit 
Power, and this Evil will never overtake 
thee, as it hath ſome in our Age, who are 
convinced by the Truth, and love the Sound 
thereof, yet come to our Meetings, and fre- 
quent our Aſſemblies formally and cuſtom- 
arily, even as too many People go to hear the 
Common Service, or ſtudied Sermons, but re- 
ceive not the ingrafted Word, which is able 10 
ſave their Souls: So, though they hear many 
Heavenly Teſtimonies and Exhortations, they 
receive and obey them not; neither do the 
grow and increaſe in their inward Man, from 
one Degree of Grace, Knowledge and Virtue 
unto another. 

The Spirit of dead Formality hath alſo aſ- 
fumed the Form of ſound Words, and Plainneſs 
of Apparel, and under this Form and Diſguiſe 
hath brought forth and effected much Evil, 
deceived many, and laid a Stumbling before 
others, and brought an evil Report upon the 
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Truth, and thoſe that live in it. And this 
evil Spirit of Deceit, Hypocriſy, and Form- 
ality, hath wrought more Miſchief againſt the 
Truth, and the holy Profeſſion of it, manifeſt 
within, even under this Form, than all open 
Oppolition and Perſecution could ever effect. 
This is now, and hath been in former Ages, 
the Way and Work of the Spirit of Deceit, 
when he cannot prevail by direct Oppoſition 
and Perſecution, then will he get the Words 
and Profeſſion of Truth, and appear and 
work under the Form thereof ; and by the 
evil Fruits he brings forth under this Diſguiſe, 
he occaſions many, who are waiting for the 
Conſolation of Iſrael, and ſtrictly obſerving 
the Converſation of the Children thereof, to 
loſe their Expectation, and to fit down and 
conclude, Theſe People are but as others, and 
their Way is but as other Ways; and they fail 
in their Profeſſion of Holineſs, &c. as others do; 
we ſee Evil amongſt them, as amongſt others, 
even under their very Form. This hath occa- 
fioned many to take up theirReſt in a Latitu- 
dinarian Spirit; or to be ready to ſay, Al 
Men are Liars, and Religion à Cheat. And 
ſome run into Atheiſm itſelf. But greater Woe 
and Miſery will be the Portion of thoſe who 
entertain and join with this Spirit of Deceit 
and Hypocriſy, and thereby occaſion many to 


ſtumble, go backwards, and fall, and ſpeak 


evil of the Way of Truth, which is 5 
pleaſant, 
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pleaſant, and pure, not only in itfelf, but alſo 
to all thoſe that love, obey, and become 
Children of it. But as for thoſe that once | 
knew the Way of the Lord, and afterwards 
gave-way to the Spirit of Evil, Deceit, Hy- 
pocriſy and Formality; or that took up the 
Form of Godlineſs to deceive, as in former 
Ages, ſo now; ſuch are more abominable in 
the Sight of the Lord, and more to be teſti- 
fied againit than the very Ileathen or prophane 
Unbelievers. Falſe Brethren are moſt peril- 
ous, and Hypocrites moſt odious in the Sight 
of God and all good Men; and the Guilt 
of Souls lies at their Door, becauſe of their 
ungodly Practices and evil Doings under the 
Form, Shew, and Profeſſion of Godlineſs; 
ſuch, like unſavoury Salt, are good for no- 
thing, but to be trod under Foot of Men, 
judged and condemned by God's Witneſs 
within themſelves, and without by others; 
and the gnawing Worm takes hold of them, 
and the unquenchable Fire is kindled in their 
Bowels, and an Earnelt of eternal Vengeance 
they receive, as a juſt Kecompence of Reward, 
and like fallen Angels, are reſerved in Chains 

to the Fudgment of the Great Day. 55 
For my Faith and Belief is, That F all 
that ever took up the Form and Profeſſion of the 
Truth, Light, Grace, and ſpiritual Mamfeſta- 
tion thereof within, had ſtood firm in the ſame, 
and watched againſt, ruled over, and kept out 
e the 
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the Spirit of Enmity, Ungodlineſs, Deceit, and 
dead Formality ; and by the Heavenly Gift and 
Power, with Which they were endued, had 
judged the Serpent in all his Appearances, Form- 
ings and Transformings, and walked uprightly 
in the ſame, the Eye of the Nation had been 
towards us; and Yea and Nay had been of 
great Authority in this Nation of England before 
this Day; and Truth in the inward Parts, the 
Law of the Spirit, the Rule of Life and Manners 
within, henourable, and of high Eſteem in the 
Hearts and Minds of Thouſands, more than now 
it is. Offences have come, and may come; 
but Woe to them by whom they come. 

So, my tender Friend, who haſt not had 
thy ſpiritual Senſes throughly exerciſed, nor 
are yet acquainted with all the Wiles and 
Devices of the Enemy, for whoſe Sake I 
chiefly write this Epiſtle; this one Thing I 

| would have thee ſet- 

At the Gate of dead tle in thy Mind, and 
Formalily, and under fully underſtand, that 
ihe Form of Goalineſs, the Spirit of Satan 

| the deſtroying Spirit of working under the 
5 Apoſtacy entered in the Form of Godlineſs, 
Primitive Times, and is that which bath been, 
ſoon eclipſed the Light is, and will be the 
of the glorious Goſpel ; greateſt Waſter, De- 
and the old Adverſary ftroyer, and Oppoſer 
Þ effected that by turning of the Power thereof: 
| Profeſſor of Chriſti- Therefore watch thou 
| anity, againſt 
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againſt him in this anity, which he could 
Appearance, not only mot bring to paſs by 
in others, but in thy- bloody Perſecutions and 
lelf, ſo wilt thou fruſ- open Oppoſit 11100. 
trate his Deſign, and 
be able to keep thyſelf, as ſome FP old did, 
that the evil One touch thee not. 


W. SHEWEN, 
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